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The Inn that Missed its Chance 


(The landlord speaks,—28 A. D.) 
By Amos R. Wells 


HAT could be done? The inn was full of folk: 
His honor, Marcus Lucius, and his scribes 
Who made the census ; honorable men 
From farthest Galilee, come hitherward 
To be enrolled ; high ladies and their lords ; 
The rich, the rabbis, such a noble throng 
As Bethlehem had never seen before, 
And may not see again. And there they were, 
Close herded with their servants, till the inn 
Was like a hive at swarming-time, and I 
Was fairly crazed among them. 


Could I know 
That they were so important? Just the two, 
No servants, just a workman sort of man, 
Leading a donkey, and his wife thereon 
Drooping and pale,—I saw them not myself, 
My servants must have driven them away ; 
But had I seen them, how was I to know? 
Were inns to welcome stragglers, up and down 
In all our towns from Beersheba to Dan, 
Till He should come? And how were men to know? 


There was a sign, they say, a heavenly light 
Resplendent; but I had no time for stars. 
And there were songs of angels in the air 
Out on the hills ; but how was I to hear 
Amid the thousand clamors of an inn? 


Of course, if I had known them, who they were, 
And who was He that should be born that night,— 
For now I learn that they will make him King, 
A second David, who will rans6ém us 

From these Philistine Romans,—who but He 
That feeds an army with a loaf of bread, 

And if a soldier falls, he touches him 

And up he leaps, uninjured ?—had I known, 

I would have turned the whole inn upside down, 
His honor, Marcus Lucius, and the rest, 

And sent them all to stables, had I known. 


So you have seen him, stranger, and perhaps 
Again will see him. Prithee say for me 

I did not know; and if he comes again, 

As he will surely come, with retinue, 

And banners, and an army, tell my lord 

That all my inn is his to make amends. 


Alas, alas! to miss a chance like that! 
This inn that might be chief among them all, 
The birthplace of Messiah,—had I known! 


Willing to Lose Time 


We must often let wrong be done by others, with- 
out a word of protest, in order that right may even- 
tually triumph. Rousseau is credited with saying that 
‘*the training of children is a profession where we 
must know how to lose time in order to gain it.’' 
Exactly the same is necessary in the training of grown- 
up children. If we would be used of Christ for bring- 
ing a friend to higher standards of conduct, we shall 
not often accomplish this by telling that friend in 
condemnation what we think of his present standards. 
We must be willing to let pass entitely unnoticed 
many an act of his that our whole nature seems to cry 
out against, while we are holding close to him in such 
love and expressed confidence.as Christ can use to win 
the entire life over to Himself. To ask Christ to seal 
our lips to criticism and keep us resolutely from the 
sin of ‘* nagging,’’ while He pours himself out through 
us in unstinted love upon the one whom we would 
see reached, is for most of us the revolutiotizing 
change is that needed in our method, Asa rule, we 
overcome evil most effectively when we talk least 


about it. 
— 
At Cross Purposes 


If we would win others to Christ, we must show 
them a winning life. The life that others see us living 
in Christ should win habitually at every point. If, 
as we urge our Saviour upon others and tell of his all- 
sufficient power, we are seen to be habitually failing 
at certain points in our life, is it strange that our evan- 


gelism fails? If we are constantly unpunctual, or 
untidy, or irritable, or sarcastic, or critical, or careless, 
why should any one want our Christ? Perhaps we 
have been prayerfully and lovingly seeking to lead a 
friend to the surrender of his life to the mastery and 
indwelling of Christ. Meanwhile we are habitually 
failing at some point which Christ can and would con- 
quer for us. The friend does not respond to our ap- 
peal ; and we wonder why our prayers and our urging 
bring no result! The evangelistic word from one 
whose life at any point is habitually at cross purposes 
with that word cannot have assured effectiveness, Are 
we ourselves defeating our dearest hopes for others ? 


a 
Welcoming the Test 


We need never fret over the unsought and una- 
voidable annoyance. We can instantly change it 
from an annoyance into a friend. For if it is una- 
voidable, God has let it come into our life; and in 
everything permitted of God we may find genuine 
blessing. A man to whom the monotonous, inces- 
sant, two or three note whistling of those unconscious 
souls that one often meets in trains or trolley cars is 
naturally a nervous torture, is learning by prayer and 
surrender to give joyous thanksgiving when he hears 
the sound that used to destroy his peace of mind. 
Well he may give thanks, for every such would-be 
irritation is only an invitation to let Christ's power 
and peace’ manifest themselves in special fulness - 
and that is blessing indeed. What impregnable ease 
and comfort life in Christ means ! 


< 


The Christmas Gift to Self-Defeated Lives 


HERE is only one conflict going on in the world ; 
only one problem to be solved. That is the con- 
flict of self with God, the problem of getting and 

keeping self forever under. And God brought into 
the world the solution of the problem on the first 
Christmas Day. A desperate appeal for help in this 
conflict comes from a young seminary student in 
Pennsylvania. Let us study his need in the light of 
the Christmas Good Tidings. 


How can.a man conquer se/f?_ For ten years I have been 
a church-member, joining when I was fourteen years of age. 
I have been active in Sunday-school and Christian Endeavor 
and other forms of Christian work during all this time. I have 
tried to do personal work, but without any apparent results. 

I am engaged in completing my last year in a theological 
seminary. My life is dark and sad because I cannot find that 
inward irr and peace.. I have lost my joy in Bible study. I 
pray only because something in me won't let me omit prayer. 
This year | have made several-special attempts to surrender 
self and everything over to Jesus, but all of no avail. Some- 
times I feel as if I were lost, because I know I should have this 
peace and joy of heart, but haven't it. I feel as if I should be 
out on the street speaking to passers-by about their souls, but 
I can’ t bring myself to the point where I will say, ‘‘ Yes, | will 
do it.’ 

Through all this struggle my will-power is weakened.’ Last 
summer | had a slight attack of nervous prostration, which 
has left my nerves in a bad condition. 

I read of others who have been delivered from such condi- 
tions as I am in, and it almost makes me weep to think how I 
am bound down to Satan and self. If there 1s any deliverance, 
will you, in the name of our Heavenly Father and for.the sake 
of a struggling fellow-brother, please tell me about it? 


No man can conquer self. But self can be glori- 
ously conquered, and every man can be led out into 
a liberty and’ freedom from self that is better than 
anything he dares ask or hope for. 

Christian activity will not do it. Bible study will 
not do it. Prayer is not the release—though it leads 
to it, if we pray understandingly and in faith. Struggle 
against self is absolutely ineffective. Cultivation of 
strong will-power is not the way. Growth, training, 
development : many have looked to these and found 
them vain. Even striving to be Christlike will not 


deliver us, There are those who have done all these 
things, while having also honestly given themselves 
to Christ as their personal Saviour, and who trust him 
for their salvation, who yet are. self-defeated, joyless, 
powerless Christians. What is the remedy? 

The remedy has been found, with miracle-working, 
life-changing power and bewilderingly blessed re- 
sults, by those who have definitely sought and re- 
ceived a new and more satisfying conception of 
Christ than they had ever had before. Even those 
who had received Christ as Saviour have entered into 
an utterly new fulness of life—with liberty and victory 
hitherto unknown—through the transforming concep- 
tion and appropriation of Christ which they had before 
lacked. 

Christ wants to be more than our mere Saviour. 
He wants to be more than our Helper. He wants to 
be more than our Friend. If we think of him only 
in these ways, as one who has wrought a saving work 
for us, who is ready to be close alongside all the time 
helping us to overcome, to work for him, to do right and 
be right,-even though we recognize his omnipotence 
we may miss all the present richness of the life-more- 
abundant that he longs to lavish upon us. 

There is a truth about Christ and his will for us 
that goes far beyond the beautiful and usual but in- 
adequate conception of him that has just been stated. 
This richer, liberating truth runs all through the New 
Testament, but most of his disciples to-day have 
strangely missed it. It was the- glory of Paul's life 
and writings ; it was the burden cf Jesus’ deepest per- 
sonal messages to his inner circle of followers, as it 
was also the ‘‘hard saying’’ of John 6, upon which 
‘*many of his disciples went back, and walked no 
more with him.’’ If any one else who reads these 
words is hungering for the deliverance for which this 
seminary student pleads, deliverance from defeat and 
sin and barrenness of service into victory and liberty, 
power and peace and joy and fruit-bearing, let him 
ask the Holy Spirit to make known to him in satisfy- 
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ing fulness, as only God's Spirit can, the meaning of 
the fuller truth. , 

And the fuller truth about Christ is this. He wants 
us to stop seeking for his Ae, and simply open our 
lives to Aim. He wants to be more than our helper, 
our Saviour, our friend ; he wants to be closer than 
alongside, He wants to enter into us in literalness, 
and replace us with himself, becoming our actual and 
literal life,—including our body, mind, soul, and 
spirit. That is what he has tried to tell us in that 
marvelous 15th chapter of John. Let us study the 
first 16 verses of that chapter on our knees in prayer, 
asking God to give us as. never before its full meaning. 
Christ is the vine, we are the branches. The vine is 
not a helper, a friend, of the branch ; the vine zs the 
branch, and the branch és the vine. They are organ- 
ically one. You cannot draw a line and say, ‘‘ Here 
the vine ceases and the branch begins.'" You may 
indeed point to the branch alone ; but that branch is all 
vine ; it has nolife, no existence, save as part of the vine. 

Christ wants us to let him become all that there is 
of us in just thatway. ‘Abide in me, and I in you,"’ 
he says ;... for apart from me ye can do nothing."’ 
True, there will always remain our carnal nature in 
this life, not to be completely destroyed and done 
aw: ypwith until we are ‘‘delivered from the bondage 
of eoruption,** in the day of the body's redemption. 
Nevertheless there is possible for us now and here 
such a complete merging of ourselves in and into 
Christ, such a replacing of our self by him, that here- 
after—as we continue to live in surrender—we can 
know the stupendous truth of Paul's daring word, ‘‘ To 
me to live és Christ."’ 

For surrender, unto the complete death of self, is 
the condition of the Christ-replaced life. Yet even 
this surrender, in its sweeping completeness, is not 
so much a matter of will-power as it is an entire 
yielding up, letting go, of the will, The inquirer says 
he has made several ‘‘ special attempts to surrender 
self."" We need not surrender that way. All we need 
to do is to drop back upon Christ as a drowning man 
would drop back helplessly upon a life-rope placed 
by other hands about his body and under his arms. 
Are we indeed ready to let go everything, all that we 
are and all that we have, and ask Christ to take us, 
master us, crucify us, and do with us henceforth what- 
ever he will? ‘That is surrender, Christ achieves 
even our surrender for us, whenever we let him. 

That is the death of self ; and it makes possible the 
marvelous saying of Paul's: ‘I have been crucified 
with Christ ; and it is no longer I that live, but Christ 
liveth in me'’ (Gal. 2:20). My life is over with : 
henceforth Christ is all that there is of life to me. 

And all this is literal, actual fact. These are not 
figures of speech ; they mean just what they say. 
Christ becomes the entire life and deing of the com- 
pletely surrendered and abiding disciple just as lit- 
erally as the vine is the entire life and being of the 
branch, Itis a mystery, but it is a fact; and, oh, 


what a transforming fact! ‘If any man is é# Christ, 
old things are passed away ; behold they are become 
new.'’ It és a mystery; ‘‘even the mystery which 


hath been hid for ages and generations : but now hath 
it been manifested to his saints, to whom God was 
pleased to make known what is the riches of the glory 
of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ 
in you" (Col. 1 : 26, 27). 

With this new consciousness of the literal identifi- 
cation of our self and our being with Christ,—or 
rather, the literal replacing of our surrendered, dead 
and crucified self by Christ, —what a burden rolls off 
our life, to be taken forever by Christ! The branch 
has no problems of its own: they are all the vine's 
problems, Christ is not our helper now ; he is our 
life. Do we seem to have work to do? It is not our 
work, but his; and he will do it, omnipotently, using 
us to do it with, but Ae always the Doer. Have we 
temptations? Why, it is Christ that Satan is trying 
to tempt now; for Christ is my life ; he is dwelling 
right here in this body and mind of mine; and 
Christ is sufficient: he cannot be defeated. The 
very appeal of old temptations dies impotently as we 
let Christ resist for us. It is an emancipation, a free- 
dom, that is of heaven. 

Why, then, do we not at once become and remain 
sinless and perfect? Because even a Christ-filled 
man is still living in an unredeemed body, and we 
still have the awful power of our free Will to resist 
Christ, our indwelling life. We may resist him if we 
will, and sin, as we do. But we need never go back 
to the old dreary depths of sin and darkness that we 
knew before we had entered into his fulness of life. 
We may be instantly forgiven and restored, even after 
sinning again, to the fulness of the abiding life. 

The three steps, all to be taken in prayer, for one 
who has already received Christ as Saviour, are these: 
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(1) Surrender, absolutely and unconditionally to the 
mastery of Christ ; (2) Ask God for the conception, 
consciousness, and appropriation of Christ as the 


life, the replaced self, which the New Testament so 


abundantly offers ; (3) believe that God has answered, 
fully and satisfyingly and better than we have asked. 

This last condition may be, for some, the most 
difficult of all. Butit is vital Before we rise from 
our knees, and, if God wills, without any feeling or 
emotion, or sign of any change, or any evidence that 
God has kept his word, we must know that he das 
done his part and thank him for it. After we have 
believed, he will send us such evidence as he counts 
best. Without our belief, he cannot do the mighty 
works for us that he would. 

If one would study this matter prayerfully, let him, 
seeking the enlightenmentof God's Spirit, read the let- 
ter to the Ephesians through for the truth as to Christ the 
life. Colossians is rich with thesametruth. A life-story 
of emancipation in Christ was given by Mr. Howard in 
The Sunday School Times of November 4, 1911, in his 
study of «‘ The Way out of Temptation.’ One man's 
personal experience in arriving at the mystery-truth of 
‘‘Christ in you,"’ with something of the revolution- 
izing results that followed, is given in a pamphlet en- 
titled «« The Life that Wins'’ (The Sunday School 
Times Co., 2 cents). Another message, which has 
been greatly blessed, is by Richard Roberts, on ‘* The 
Life that is Christ'’ (same publishers and price). 
May every follower of Christ pass from the life of mere 
next-world salvation to the fulness and glory and un- 
speakable richness of the life more abundant, the life 
that ¢s Christ, now in this world. 


Hx 
The Disloyalty of Worry 


HERE is nothing much more disagreeable than 
worry, and yet worry is for the most part volun- 
tary. Little as they enjoy it, people often 

deliberately adopt the anxious and worrying mind. 
To be sure they may think they cannot help it, but 
the truth is that if there were a strong enough motive 
against it they could. It may be a hard thing, but it 
is not an impossible thing, if one’s will can receive a 
sufficient impulse therefor, to put anxieties aside and 
show quietness and confidence in their stead. 

Religion has long proved itself able to dispel worry. 
Devout faith in God, genuine fellowship with Jesus 
Christ, has again and again shown itself a sure cure 
for anxious and troubled hearts. Nevertheless Chris- 
tians are repeatedly falling back into the habit of worry. 
They need constant reminder of the strong reasons 
against it. They are ever forgetting that worry shows 
a weakening faith and must mean disloyalty to Christ. 
If a man has full confidence in the Father he will not 
allow his own heart to be troubled because of the re- 
sponsibilities which God will surely bear for him, 

One reason why men who know better often fail to 
‘*lay their burdens on the Lord’’ is a mistaken notion 
of independence. It is natural for strong men to 
assert their own individuality, but it is not wise nor 
good for a man to try to be independent of his Creator. 
We are made with the need of spiritual sustenance as 
surely as with that of bodily food, and it is no more 
shame to admit one than the other, When a man 
tries, therefore, to do without God he acts ‘‘contrary 
to nature,’’ breaking an eternal law of life. Moreover, 
he is opposing the gracious purpose of a Father who 
has made us as we are that we may seek rest in him, 

Even in so common a matter as that of earning the 
daily bread there is assurance given to mankind that 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ is deeply 
interested, And if men believe in any such loving 
Friend as Christ revealed, they are bound to take him 
into confidence with regard to every perplexity in 
their lives, in material things no less than spiritual. 
Nevertheless it is probably true that most people, 
Christians as well as others, sometimes worry about 
their material affairs. They undoubtedly pray about 
them ; they surely do if they use the Lord’s Prayer for 
daily bread ; but, though they have prayed, they too 
often have not trusted God to answer them. Instead 
they have worried needlessly. 

It is the man who is trying too hard to be his own 
master, forgetting that every one must submit to some 
mastery, who becomes anxious. Even so good a 
woman as Martha of Bethany, in so far as she allowed 
herself to be troubled with cares, was failing to show 
her Master the fullest loyalty. She was allowing her 
own heart to be troubled by matters which might have 
been laughed aside, with Jesus. She failed to see 
that it was more important for him to have a quiet 
mind for his welcome than absolute perfection of 
detail in the household arrangement. 
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At the Cana wedding Mary, the mother of Jesus, 
showed the sort of loyalty which is characteristic of 
; in_ her place would 
have worried aw: to herself; Jesus’ mother had 
learned to take even little troubles to hi 
disappointed. This may well be a pattern to all fol- 
lowers of Christ. They will.simply offer in sincere 
faith the prayer for daily bread, and will then refuse 
to be anxious for the morrow, remembering that to 
those who put right things first and seek them 
earnestly, all other necessary things will be given. 

If ever there was reason for worry and anxiety in 
any life, it would seem to have existed in that of Jesus. 
Misunderstanding, persecution, homelessness and 
apparent failure, outwardly did not take away his confi- 
dence in the Father. The true blessedness of life, as 
he said in various ways and showed in his entire 
career, depends upon the attitude of a man’s heart, 
not upon the outward incidents or possessions which 


‘ fall to his lot. Evil is transformred when a man learns 


the way of faith. This does not mean shutting one's 
eyes to facts. There was no shirking in Jesus, no 
suggestion of failure to see clearly all the needs of 
life, and yet these things did not bring him care. He 
was not anxious or worried by trouble, not because he 
did not see the evil in the world, but because he 
knew the only way to meet it. 

It is a matter of the commonest observation that 
the man who is unanxious is likely to be the more 
efficient in service, The best fighters of evil, for 
example, are not the worried and the anxious, but 
rather the confident and the hopeful. To be sure, 
there are conditions in this life which are bound to 
distress men and to make them anxious if they face 
them without God. ‘There seems to be nothing more 
strength-destroying than to feel that one confronts an 
insurmountable difficulty; but when one sees the way 
through, difficulty becomes a stimulus. A man who 
knows help is coming will struggle valiantly against 
any odds. . It is only when there is no hope that he 
becomes exhausted. Trusting God does not mean, 
therefore, lying down under one’s burden, or shift- 
ing it to another. It means, rather, taking hold 
again unhampered by a needless weight, —the weight 
of care,—and reinforced. by the consciousness of 
unlimited power from within, where the Spirit of 
God is, 

The sailor on a great ship may know perfectly well 
his inability to run the ship alone, but he does not 
worry on that account. On the contrary, he is all the 
more willing to trust the captain and obey orders. 
One great purpose of life, with its incidental weak- 
nesses, seems to be to teach this lesson that we are 
not alone, and, however much we feel the need to do 
something, we need never undertake it without de- 
pendence upon a higher control. The Captain is 
never off duty, and the. greater the need the more 
ready should men be to put their trust in him. 

Against all the reasons for worry in the world can 
be urged, then, this great motive of loyalty to God, as 
revealed to man in our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Cling- 
ing to anxieties is an insult to love. It is an affront 
to the tender care of the heavenly Father. Imagine 
a child being brought up in a good home : his father 
and mother love him devotedly, and are denying 
themselves to see that he has a fair chance in life. 
It is their constant effort to guide him in the right 
paths, and to help him meet life's difficulties success- 
fully. Imagine such a child refusing his father’s or 
his. mother’s care. Suppose that he has a cut or a 
bruise, and his mother sees the hurt and is ready with 
a remedy, but he will not go near her. Or in older 
years other difficulties come of a more serious sort ; 
the mother’s heart bleeds for her son, the father 
yearns for him with a great love, but in his selfish 
pride the son refuses their help and sympathy. He 
is wrapped up in his own grief, perhaps, or he hopes 
in vain to hide some shame. There is no sadder 
situation in all the experience of earthly homes. 

Jesus Christ the Man of cahiis, and Jesus on the 
cross, may be symbols to mankind of the pain brought 
to the Heavenly Father by their sinful selfishness. 
How often the story has been retold of his love and 
of his. care! ‘In all their affliction he was afflicted, 
and the angel of his presence saved them. In his 
love and in his pity he redeemed them ; he bare and 
he carried them all the days of old.’’ There is never 
a burden that is not made lighter by being stared if 
it is shared with the right one. God is the fight one 
for sharing every burden of the soul. Anything that 
threatens to weigh down the spirit ought to be taken 
to him, lest his loving heart be grieved by men keeping 
such things to themselves. It may require the hum- 
bling of pride beneath God's mighty hand, but it will 
mean in the end the only truly exalted life. ‘« Cast- 
ing all your care upon him, because he careth for you."’ 


to him and not be. 
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A Christmas Confession of Christ as God 





. 


obert z .D. L.D. 
Pree ete eeert  itish Bevosl, Philedelphia. : 

Accepting the New Testament as an authoritative text- 
book, I believe that Jesus of Nazareth was the only be- 
gotten Son of God, one with the Father in a sense which 
applies to no creature, and ee the fulness of the god- 
head ’”’ dwelling in him. This is not now denied by any 
scholar who accepts the New Testament as authoritative. 
Formerly it was, and such men went through the New 
Testament eliminating one proof-text after another by in- 

enious interpretations. But, as Frederick Maurice says, 
the doctrine is implied in every verse which lies between. 
Only those who feel free to accept or reject what the Gos- 
pels tell of Him, and what the apostles wrote of Him, are 
able to deny his deity. As an eminent Unitarian doc- 
tor of divinity wrote some twenty years ago, ‘‘ The New 
Testament is not a Unitarian book.’’ At the same time it 
must be added that not all of those who tee! free to apply 
negative criticism to the Gospels and Epistles are doubters 
of his proper deity. A great number. take the same 

ound on this point as do those of us who simply bow to 
its authority, 

If the New Testament never had been written, the his- 
torical problem presented by the transformation of the 
moral world by the rise and spread of Christianity could 
not be solved by any other solution than the Incarnation. 
No teacher, however wise; no human character, however 
noble ; no finite will, however masterful: would suffice to 
accouut for what resulted from one life lived in Judea, at 
the point in history from which all the great nations date 
their era. It is like Le Verrier knowing that there must 
be an outer planet of our system, from the accelerations 
and retardations of the outmost we knew, although no tele- 
scope had ever seen it. 

Principal Andrew Harper, M.A., D.D., St. Andrew's 
ollege, University of Sydney, Australia. 

I have been somewhat late of replying to your note re- 
garding belief in the deity of Christ, because I felt at first 
that, seeing I belong toa church the standards of which 
unequivocally affirm that doctrine, the question was equiva- 
lent to asking me if I were an honest man, As I am not 
aware of having given any one a right to question that, my 
feeling was that the question should not be answered. But 
as you are not asking the question for yourself, but for tne 
sake of some weaker brethren, I authorize you to say that 
I whole-heartedly believe in the deity of Christ, as distinct 
from his divinity. 

President M. Woolsey Stryker, D.D., LL.D., 
Hamilton College, Clinton, New York. 

I gladly confess my faith that Jesus Christ is God mani- 
fest in the flesh; that he and the Father are one; that he 
is the definitive revelation of God to this.and to all worlds ; 
that he is the Word,—that is, the utterance and meaning 
of the eternal being in whom we are and live; that he is to 
be worshiped and obeyed as having all power and dominion 
in the whole realm of life. He is my Maker, my Re- 
deemer, my Guide, my Judge, my Lord, and my God, By 
him alone I have access to the everlasting light. He ¢s 
the light of his creation. 


President i: T. Marshall, M.A., D.D., Baptist 
College, Manchester, England. 

I heartily believe that the wonderful life of Jesus, his 
sinlessness, and the stupendous influence he has exerted 
on mankind for so many centuries, can be explained only 
on the assumption that ‘‘ the Word was God,’’ and that 
** the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”’ 


President William Douglas Mackenzie, M.A., D.D., 
LL.D., Hartford Theological Seminary. 

Every believer in the great and glorious fact of the deity 
of Christ must have many and anxious thoughts in our day. 
A tide of sentiment at present is set very strongly against 
the affirmation of his deity. On the intellectual side this 
is due in part to the need for a restatement of the orthodox 
doctrine in modern terms,—a need which has not yet been 
adequately met. It has not been adequately met because, 
by a curious cross-current, men have been made timid 
about giving themselves to thorough doctrinal study, and 
the metaphysics of theology has been suffering from wide- 
spread disparagement, In part again the deity of Christ 
is decried or feebly proclaimed because, under the influ- 
ences of idealism in philosophy, the divine in man has been 
so defined, the constant oneness of God with humanity has 
been so set forth, as to make the orthodox doctrine of the 
Incarnation appear to be a violent and unnecessary addi- 
tion to the permanent and jatrinsic relations of God to 
man. I believe that this aphysical opposition to the 
doctrine of the Incarnation is specious and will be short- 
lived. There is still an infinite distance between the position 
that in Christ God—‘“‘ the Divine ’’—dwelt more fully than 
in other men, and the position that in Christ God assumed, 
as Personal Subject, a relation to human experience which 
he does not and cannot sustain, even as the immanent 
spiritual force,—whatever that may mean,—in humanity at 
large. 

On the other hand, we must remember that sober study 
of the New Testament is maintaining the old position that 
the apostles -believed in the pre-existence of Christ,’ in his 
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As we approach again the Birthday of our Christ, 
Immanuel, “ God with us,” it is good to remem- 
ber the public confession of Christ as God and 
Saviour which Christendom’s Bible scholars have 
gladly made, and to read the further testimonies 
in the series given on this page. 

Some three years ago an assertion was pub- 
licly made in one of our northwestern states, in the 
presence of university and other professional men, 
to the effect that the eminent biblical critics of our 
day do not accept the deity of Christ, as distin- 
guished from his divinity. The Sunday School 
Times was appealed to as to the correctness of 
this assertion. 

In response, the Editor asked a large number of 
such scholars to express, if they were willing, their 
personal belief in this matter. The great majority 
have declared themselves unequivocally as believ- 
ing in the deity of Christ. 

No less than eighty-five letters (including some 
from those who, while they would not be counted 
Biblical critics, nevertheless are Bible students of 
note) have now been published in this series, and 
others are still in hand awaiting publication. 
During the coming year, when the Sunday-school 
lessons will be devoted to the study of the Life of 
Christ, still other significant papers on the deity 
of Christ will be published, including statements 
from converts in foreign missionary fields. ‘ 

Only a Christ who is God can save his people 
from their sins. May his Birthday season this 
year mark his liberating mastery of many. 








proper, exceptional, and unique incarnation, and in the 
reality of the awful redemption which God’s sorrow and 
God’s love wrought out in him for mankind. It is also 
becoming clearer, I believe, that the apostles did not in- 
vent this as the exaggerated explanation of the influence ot 
**a remarkable man.’’ They did not deify him by a mere 
intellectual process. The source of the whole movement 
lay in his own consciousness, which was expressed not 
merely in words, but in deeds of power, before and after 
his death and resurrection, 

Amid the storms the ancient faith in him as the incarnate 
Son of God stands firm. . It alone is spreading Christianity 
at home and abroad, It alone of all present explanations 
will stand a hundred years hence, with the Church of God 
still reared upon it, and the storms still breaking against it. 

For of this warfare and this victory there shall be and 
can be no end while sin still reigns in human life. 

Professor Jones H. Farmer, LL.D., McMaster 
University, Toronto. 

I gladly avow my full belief in the deity of Christ, and 
in the sense of your letter as implying ‘‘a unique oneness 
with God and identity with the Godhead which is essen- 
tially different from that which man can have.’’ To me 
there is no other adequate explanation of his life and 
character, and nothing else does justice to such straight 
declarations as John 1:1; 20:28; Romans 9:5; Titus 
2:13; Hebrews 1 : 8, or to the implication of a host of 
passages like Matthew 1 : 23; 25 : 31-46; John § : 17-27; 
Revelation 5 : 13, 14 (contrasted with Revelation 22 : 8, 9 

In the Christian revelation of the Triune God I find rest 
and satisfaction for mind as well as for heart and conscience. 

President Milton G. Evans, A.M., D.D., Crozer 
Theological Seminary. 

I humbly and joyously worship Jesus Christ, the founder 
and guide of the Christian Church, equally with the Father. 
My confession of faith is that of the early Christian hymn, 
‘** Blessing and honor and glory and power unto him that 
sits upon the throne, and unto the Lamb forever and ever.’’ 
That is, the term deity, not divinity, fittingly describes my 
estimate of the Saviour. 


Chancellor Frank Strong, A.M., Ph.D., LL.D., 
University of Kansas. 

My thought and experience lead me to stand with those 
accepting the deity of Christ as distinguished from his 
divinity. 

Professor Dawson Walker, M.A., D.D., 
University of Durham, England. 

I gladly write to say that I do believe most absolutely 
and unequivocally in the deity of Jesus, as implying a 
unique oneness with God and identity with the Godhead. 
The more I read and the more I think, the more am I un- 
able to find any other adequate explanation of the Christ 
as he is portrayed in the New Testament and as he has 
been realized in Christian experience. 


The Rev. William Fairweather, M.A., 
Kirkcaldy, Scotland. 

I cannot subscribe to a purely humanitarian Christology. 
I share the church’s faith in the Saviour’s deity, and re- 
gard the sinlessness of Jesus, taken along with his own 
recorded testimony to his unique relation to God, as con- 
stituting a valid basis for the apostolic conception of the 
eternal pre-existence of the Son, ‘* Divinity’’ may be a 
more elastic term, but Hitherto, as applied to the Person 
of Jesus Christ, it has usually been understood to imply 
his absolute Godhead. To my thinking, the ethical per- 
fection of Jesus is something more than human, and in 
presence of it I feel constrained to re-echo the sentiment 
of the disciple who said, ‘* My Lord, and my God.”’ 

At the same time I consider that there has often been 
manifested a tendency-unduly to neglect the human side 
of our Lord’s personality, and that it is the wisdom of the 
church not to lay such exclusive stress on either its divine 
or human aspect as to obscure the full-orbed image of the 
God-man, ‘*‘ that highest type of being,’’ who, while pos- 
sessing the rights of the Son of God, meekly accepted the 
place of the Son of man, in order ‘‘to minister, and to 
give his life a ransom for many.”’ 

Professor Geerhardus Vos, D.D., Ph.D., 
Princeton Theological Seminary. 

I firmly believe in the deity of Christ, taking this word 
in the old essential sense in which it has always been 
understood by the church and is embedded in her historic 
creeds, : 


Professor H. R. Mackintosh, M.A., D.D., D.Phil., 
New College, Edinburgh, Scotland. 

I believe in the deity of Christ in the full sense of the 
word as employed in this discussion—as implying, that is, 
a unique and incomparable oneness with God and an iden- 
tity with the Godhead different in kind from that which is 
possible to man as such. The witness of Jesus to himself, 
whether in word or in silently assumed relations to men; 
the instinctive attitude to him taken by Christian souls; 
and the power which has gone with the preaching of a 
gospel of which this conviction is a living gart—all teams 
to me a demonstration of its truth. 


Professor Edward A. Wicher, D.D., The San Francisco 
Theological Seminary. 

Whatever may be the critical difticulties presented by a 
study of the New Testament writings, they certainly do not 
impair for me the unity or verisimilitude of the picture of 
fears which the Gospels contain, And this Jesus is sin- 

ess and Son of God. His deity, his sacrifice for sins through 

his eternal Spirit, are the most profound convictions the 
experience of life has brought me. I believe also in his 
virgin birth and resurrection. 

Many of the objections to evangelical Christianity which 
are popularly supposed to originate in criticism are no part 
of criticism as such, but are imported into it from a philos- 
ophy of religion, 

The Rev. William Ewing, M.A., Edinburgh, 
Scotland, Author and Co-Editor of the Temple 
Dictionary of the Bible. 

Loose thinking on this central question has led many into 
disastrous error. For myself Jesus Christ is eternal God 
manifested in the flesh, the Second Person in the Tninity, 
co-equal with the eternal Father and the eternal Spirit. 
Christian history and experience are the perpetual demon- 
stration of this Godhead, It is strange logic that can deny 
the fact, and yet be obliged to acknowledge the history and 
experience of which the fact is the one and only adequate 
explanation. 


Professor James Hardy Ropes, 8.T.B., D.D., 
Harvard University. 

I am as willing to use the term ‘‘deity’’ as ‘‘ divinity ’’ 
of our Saviour, and am willing to use either, although I 
greatly dislike to be marked by a tag, from which other 
theological consequences might be drawn which perhaps I 
should not accept. 

I am also concerned to maintain the full and true 
humanity of Jesus Christ (2 John, v. 7) as against any 
**docetic’’? view of an only apparent and not real human 
nature. And I see the deity in and through the humanity, 
not as an addition to it. I am sure that our Lord was a 
man (and the God-man), not any kind of a semi-human 
monstrum, such as, it séems to me, popular conceptions 
have too often made him to be, 

Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D., 
Western Theological Seminary. 

I believe in the deity of Christ. The phrase ‘‘ divinity 
of Christ,’’ as now used, applies at its highest valuation to 
an Arian position, thus virtually reproducing the discus- 
sions of the Nicene period. But it may also be construed 
as Socinian, and simply amount to “‘ the divinity of man.’’ 

Principal A. M. Fairbairn, M.A., D.D., LL.D., 
-Litt., D.Theol., Mansfield College, 
Oxford, England. 

I am a strong believer in the deity of Jesus Christ. I 
do not think that my mind would be in aay respect ex- 
pressed by speaking of his divinity ; the term is so used as 
to be abused, and to denote moral rather than meta- 
physical qualities. 
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Religion and Business in Ezra’s Time 


That business care in religious affairs is no very modern invention, is ‘one of the illumina- 
ting suggestions of this page of popular archedlogy paragraphs by ‘Dr. Melvin Grove Kyle 
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HERE is much blowing of trumpets in these days 
about the introduction of business methods into 
the Lord’s work, as though it were something 

entirely new produced in this age of unheard-of bril- 
liancy; and as though, also, all the Lord's work 
could be done according to business methods, espe- 
cially sc-called ‘*modern business methods.’’ Vet- 
eran pastors are ofttimes tempted to smile at the 
‘* business methods ’’ which so-called specialists pur- 
pose to introduce into congregational work, —methods 
which follow the lines of the exploiting of mer- 
chandise,— utterly unmindful of the fact that the 
convicting of a man of sin and the rescuing of his 
soul, and the development of the Christian graces in 
his life, is a radically different psychological process 


from persuading him that it is to his advantage to do 
busin«s§ with the man who has business designs upon 
him. 


se A“ Cyrus the king brought forth the vessels of 

the house of Jehovah, which Nebuchadnezzar 

had brought forth out of Jerusalem, and had 
put in the house of his gods ; even those did Cyrus 
king of Persia bring forth by the hand of Mithredath the 
treasurer, and numbered them unto Sheshbazzar, the 
prince of Judah.’’ So Ezra records the accounting that 
was taken of the holy vessels of the temple which were 
returned from the collection of art treasures of Nebu- 
chadnezzar. He gives a very similar account of the 
weighing of treasures into the hands of those who were 
to transport them to Jerusalem (Ezra 8 : 24-30). 

It is apparent that some business methods were 
adopted by this shrewd leader of men in religious 
affairs. On the strictly business side of the af- 
fairs of the Kingdom he followed business methods. 
Some of the business methods of Babylonia have 
been recently illustrated. The excavations at Nippur 
had yielded a large number of business records of 
some Babylonian house. They seem rather to have 
been bills of sale, deeds, and the like,—in part, 
perhaps, the records of the day-book. But very 
recently there has come to light a systematic account- 
book that is very interesting in connection with this 
story of the ‘‘accounting’’ which Ezra demanded. 
Professor George A. Barton of Bryn Mawr gives a 
translation of some of this Babylonian account-book. 
It seems to be dated in the time of Dungi, a very long 
time before the days of Ezra; but there is no reason 
to think that the knowledge of the Babylonians de- 
clined in the meantime, or that the people were less 
skilful in the arts of civilization, The account gives 
careful record of receipts, expenditures, and stock in 
hand or balances. . Professor Barton says, ‘‘ The text 
is an excellent example of Babylonian business 
methods and bookkeeping. First of all, the materials 
are noted, the sources from which each item came, 
the cost of it, and then the total receipts. Then are 
noted the various items of expenditure ; their cost, 
the totals of these items are noted ; then, last of all, 
the amounts on hand. It makes a system which 
might well be called ‘double entry,’ and which was 
in its way as rigidly balanced as a modern account."’ 
Thus Ezra the priest, a stickler for proper religious 
forms and practises, used careful business methods iu 
the real business affairs of the Kingdom, —a suggestion 
to us of a very wise division in church affairs to-day. 

Babylonian Ledger. Professor George A. Barton, Amer- 
ican Journal of Semitic Languages and Literatures, July, 
IQII, pages 322-327. 


O SENSIBLE, intelligent people in this Christian 
age, incantations are about the most wearisome 
twaddle in the world. The ancient incantations 

and magical formulas of the Jews are no exception to 
this rule. But one such Jewish inscription on a silver 
amulet recently translated by Professor Montgomery 
-of the University of Pennsylvania contains something 
of interest. It would not be worth while to give the 
translation of the whole inscription here. It has in 
it some. pathetic domestic touches, mixed up with 
much silly illustration of the art of the magician. But 
the prayers to the saints in these amulets are decid- 
edly interesting. In this one is this prayer to Abra- 
ham: ‘Oh, intercede in behalf of him, Abraham our 
father." This is the earliest known inscription of 
any length of these Jewish prayers to the saints after 
the time of Christ. Moreover,this prayer to Father 





Dr. Kyle continues to bring to you, without the 
confusion arising from purely technical terms, a 
wealth of interesting comments on archeological 
findings and meanings. His study of so great a 
question as the ancient ideas of the resurrection 
will help to clear the atmosphere for many who 
have not had access to the testimony of recent 
research on this theme. Not only business and 
religion as viewed by the ancients, but this grouping 
of fact and interpretation concerning a pivotal 
Bible doctrine, give this page peculiar value. And 
other pages like it are to come about twice a month 
in the enlarged paper. 








Abraham is unique. It is this that links us in vital 
interest to the incantation. « It is well-nigh impossible 
not to think of the prayer of the rich man in torment 
in Jesus’ parable of Dives and Lazarus. This prayer 
in the incantation indicates that in this parable, as in 
all others, Jesus drew his material from familiar ob- 
jects and actions and practises. 

It may seem at first sight strange that Jesus should 
introduce into his parable a reference to any of the 
pernicious customs of superstition. But he introduced 
evil deeds and persons into other parables, as the un- 
just judge, and even the Devil himself in the parable 
of the tares. That which is most significant of the 
Lord’s moral purpose in introducing into the parable 
this Jewish prayer to Father Abraham is that he 
makes the prayer a failure. J// did no good whatever. 
Then, the parable represents communication of 
thought between departed spirits, concerning which 
we know nothing, and not between people in this 
world and the saints in glory. Between these de- 
parted spirits also an impassable gulf is fixed, and 
Abraham refused to communicate with earth concern- 
ing the matter. 

Jewish Incantations, Professor Montgomery, Journal of 
American Oriental Society, June, 1911, pages 277-281. 


RCHEOLOGISTS have been very prodigal of time 
in giving out dates, and at the same time have 
‘‘agreed not together’? among themselves by 

centuries, and even sometimes millenniums. ‘The 
reader who is not steeped in technicalities is not to be 
blamed, if he regard all archeologists as a lot of 
witnesses who do not agree as to the time of events, 
and who are therefore all untrustworthy. 

Professor Morris Jastrow, the distinguished Semitic 
scholar, in his recent work just from the press, ‘‘ As- 
pects of Religious Belief and Practise in Babylonia 
and Assyria,'’ takes a great and helpful step forward 
in chronology. He first clears the atmosphere. by 
saying, ‘‘ The chronology beyond 2000 B.C. is still 
uncertain, while beyond 2500 B.C. it is quite hypo- 
thetical.’’ This is intended especially for Babylonia 


-and Assyria, but is in large measure true also of Egypt. 


Some are very sure that they can give the chronology 
there within a century or so, and perhaps they can ; 
but there are others who are just as sure, yet they 
‘*agree not together’’ by as much as two thousand 
years for the whole ancient history of Egypt. _ Profes- 
sor Jastrow gives the events of Babylonia and Assyrian 
history in order, indicating approximate dates and 
giving especial attention to the synchronisms, 
*twhich,’’ he says, ‘‘have been the main factor in 
reducing the entirely too high dates formerly assigned 
to the earlier rulers in the Euphrates valley.’’ A 
most helpful view of the ancient world for the Bible 
student is that which sees history in parallel columns, 
the history of Palestine in the center, that of the val- 
ley of the Nile on the one hand, and of. the valley of 
the Euphrates on the other. _That which is of first 
importance is to put events in the right order... Next 
in importance is to mark the synchronisms,—that is, 
note the events in each of the columns which happened 
at the same time. When this is done we shall have 


a most valuable historical conspectus, even. though 
many of the dates B.C. remain in great obscurity. 
The notion that heathen religious ideas are all wrong 
is very deep-seated in the minds of Christians. Yet 
the heathen have a sense of sin and feel the need of 
reconciliation with God, ‘‘if haply they might feel 








after him, and findhim.’’ Professor Jastrow translates 
from the archives of Ashurbanapal some penitential 
prayers. In one of them occurs these words ; ‘‘ Men 
are obtuse, . .. noone has knowledge. Among all who 
are,... whoknows anything? O Lord donot cast thy 
servant off ! In the deep watery morass he lies... take 
hold of his hand! The sin that I have committed, 
change to grace! The transgression that I have com: 
mitted . . . let the wind carry off! Tear asunder my 
many iniquities like a garment!'’ When will we 
ever learn that the difference between us and the 
heathen is only the difference that God's grace makes? 


T IS urged—and with great plausibility—that, on 
the one hand, the Egyptians not only possessed 
the doctrine of the resurrection, but that it was 

one of the most prominent in all their theology, and 
most dominant in the minds of the people ; and that, 
on the other hand, while it is reasonable to suppose 
that not everything in revelation would be given 
through Moses at the time of the Exodus, and thus 
many things might have been omitted from books of 
which he was the author, yet this could not be so of 
the doctrine of the resurrection. For this doctrine 
was already known in the world, and must have been 
well known to the Israelites as they came out of Egypt. 
Thus it is urged that the boundary of revelation cin- 
not be pushed back to so early a date on the ground 
that it is incredible that, under the circumstances, the 
doctrine of the resurrection should have beer left in 
such obscurity. 

It must be confessed that this was once a very real 
difficulty, —the most serious one, it has seemed to me, 
ever urged against the Mosaic authorship of the Pen- 
tateuch, though how it is any less serious against the 
authorship at any later time, when the doctrine of the 
resurrection was still well known among the Israelites, 
it is hard to see. But thanks to the spade of the 
archeologist, we now know much more about the 
Egyptian doctrine of the resurrection than we once 
did, Such a multiplicity of monuments have been 
uncovered and gathered at many places, and especially 
in the great Museum at Cairo, as -illustrate in the 
clearest manner the Egyptian belief concerning the 
life in the other world, and especially the living again 
of people who have died. These monuments make 
clear that the so-called doctrine of the resurrection 
among Egyptians was nota doctrine of the resurrection 
at all, but a doctrine of resuscitation. It differs as 
much from the idea of resurrection as does the revival 
of a supposed corpse at a funeral differ from the com- 
ing forth of the dead at Christ’s coming, as that event 
is pictured to us by the apostle, The Egyptians had 
a grossly materialistic idea of the other world and of 
life after death. They even expected the dead man 
to come forth: and live again on ‘‘oxen, geese, bread, 
beer, wine, and all good things.’’ At some time I 
will tell the story of the investigation of this subject. 


OW, what could any one writing in Moses’ day 
do with such a doctrine of the resurrection ? 
There was no possibility of teaching truth to the 
Israelites on that subject until they were first weaned 
away from the materialistic ideas of the Egyptians to 
more spiritual ideas of God, of the other world, of the 
future life, and even of worship here. Any mention 
of the doctrine of the resurrection to such a people at 
such a time would have carried over into Israel’s reli- 
gion the whole materialistic conception which Egypt 
had of the world to come... The only way to deal with 
that doctrine at that time was to say nothing whatever 
directly on the subject and teach’ it only by implica- 
tion, exactly as is done in the Pentateuch. Thus the 
obscurity of the doctrine of the resurrection in the 
Pentateuch, instead of being a reason for believing that 
the books were not from that period, is a very cogent 
reason for believing that to be a period well-suited, — 
the best, indeed, in all the history of Israel from the 
Exodus to the Exile,—for the production of books of 
revealed truth which yet left this subject in obscutity. 
Thus one difficulty in the way of the early authotship 
of the Pentateuch, and that the most real of all the 
difficulties that are claimed, is removed; and the 
spade enables faith boldly to move forward at this 
point in the conflict, and occupy its old boundary 
line, from which rationalism had warned it. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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By Mabel Earle 








HE mountain road wound in and out along the 
white slopes of Cedar Cafion, a hundred feet or 
more above the bed of the little ice-fringed 

stream. A heavy snow-fall y had. been fol- 
lowed by freezing rain, and the steep hillside was 
transfigured into a miracle 0” incredible beauty, like 
the raiment of saints, white and glistering. The 
shadows of the long pine-stems, ruled straight and 
black across the snow, made me think of a score of 
music, vast and glorious, which God would write here 
with his own hand on the shining white scroll for the 
organ-voices of wind and forest. 

We drove very slowly, with little to say. The 
mining engineers, both of them, were mercifully too 
big of mind and simple of manner to think small-talk 
necessary. My brother had enough to occupy him 
guiding the horses on the uneven road. Half a mile 
below the group of buildings which stood out bare 
and crude in their unpainted newness against a back- 
ground of violet and silver slopes, he halted the 
horses and turned to me. 

‘«You won't care to go through the concentrator 
to-day, Sis. All those stairs and everything—you'd 
rather rest, wouldn't you? I'm going to leave you 
here at old Fidel’s cabin. He'll be delighted to 
take care of you until we come back."’ 


ACCEPTED the decision, as I had been accept- 
ing whatever was appointed for me through the 
long months of the autumn and the early win- 

ter, The younger engineer—he was also the quieter 
—helped me from the sleigh, and up the bit of icy 
path leading toward the log cabin at our left, set in 
the shelter of a high ledge, and surrounded by slen- 
der firs. 1 was stiffened and chilled in body by the 
hours of slow driving ; somewhat dazed in spirit by 
the white splendors through which we had been 
passing—as well as by that long silence which my 
heart had been keeping before God for endless 
months in the cloistering isolation of a great loss. 
From such numbness of flesh and spirit I lifted my 
eyes to the wide eaves and rough-hewn threshold of 
the cabin ; and suddenly, by some strange flash of 
prescience or recollection beyond all explaining, I 
knew that I, who had never seen this place before, 
was coming home. 

The strokes of an axe were ringing out from a 
thicket of firs just east of the cabin as we approached. 
My brother leaned from the sleigh, keeping a wary 
hand and eye upon the reins, and called to the wood- 
chopper, 

‘*Fidel! O Fidel! This way!’’ 

A white-haired man stepped out from the thicket 
with a glance of welcome which swept us all in its 
large inclusiveness. He might have been anywhere 
from sixty to seventy, for the matter of years; but 
years mattered little in the presence of such royalty. 
The life of the woodsman had set its stamp upon him, 
gtaving deeper the grand lines of cheek and brow ; 
but the shoulders were erect and sinewy, and the eyes 
might have looked with just such clear, direct serenity 
from the face of a boy. The sleeves of his blue- 
flannel shirt were rolled back to the elbows, and the 
red line of an old scar, left by sword or sabre in some 
fiery hour of the man’s unforgotten youth, stood out 
in startling distinctness on one white muscular fore- 
arm, 


** CO! This. is good,’’ he said, with a trace of 
German accent, the strong placidity of his face 
breaking into a'smile. ‘* You will all come 

in. It is good fortune for me to have some company 

this cold day. Come, drive here to the shed.’ 

*« No, Fidel, the rest of us can’t stop to-day,"’ my 
brother explained. ‘I'm taking these friends of 
mine up yonder to look through the new concentrator, 
but my sister doesn’t care to go with us, We've been 
a long while driving up here, and I’m going to leave 
her here with you to rest while we’ re doing our sight- 
seeing. That's right, Sis! Walk in and make your- 
self at home, and be comfortable. We'll be back in 
an hour or two."’ 

Fidel had opened the door for me with the gentlest 
courtesy, urging me to sit by the fire. He went to 
speak to my brother, but I did not care to listen fur- 
ther. Still dominated and-thrilled by that strange 
sense of home-coming, I sank into a great arm-chair 
beside the stove, and gave myself up to the peace of 
the little plain room. 


There was nothing artistic about it except its utter 
simplicity. The stove was a cooking-range of some 
antiquated design ; the walls, lined with plain ceiling- 
board, were bare of any ornament. A narrow un- 
painted bunk stood in one corner, neatly spread with 
a clean quilt. There were shades at the windows and 
white muslin curtains, freshly ironed ; three or four 
geraniums, planted in tin-cans which had been care- 
fully covered with neat brown paper bloomed bravely 
in a challenge of warm, glowing color against the 
winter sunshine. A row of book-shelves by the west 
window held some volumes whose titles, dimmed and 
tarnished by years of frontier moving and packing, 
told their own story of life and surroundings vastly 
different from these. Latin and Greek classics neigh- 
bored with German philosophy ; a volume of Kérn- 
er's poems lay open upon the wooden table at my 
right hand, near the board where my host had ap- 
parently been kneading bread. 1 had curiosity to lift 
the clean cloth spread above the loaves he had set to 
rise behind the stove. They were plump and fair 
enough to justify the pride of any housekeeper ; the 
faint perfume of them breathed the quintessence of 
homely plenty and contentment. 

_ I leaned back in the chair and shut my eyes. To 
this day 1. cannot explain the spell of the bare little 
room, which overpowered me and soothed me with 
unspeakable restfulness,—unless it be that a living 
soul may shape and inform the outermost habiliments 
of its abode, as it shapes flesh and muscle to express 
immortality in mortal eyes and lips. 


RESENTLY Fidel came into the cabin and spoke 
tome. I think any other human voice, even the 
dearest of those left to me, would have been an 

unwelcome interruption on the quietness which had 
clasped me in the arms of that great chair. But Fi- 
del’s voice was the voice of the room ; peace and 
serenity made audible. 

**You have had a long drive, then,’’ he said, 
‘¢ All the time since one o'clock coming up from the 
Bluff? Well, it is beautiful out on the hills in this 
sun. I had meant to walk across the gulch to Lion 
Head, From there you can see the mountains for— 
oh, a hundred miles, on clear days ; one range after 
another. But I had my bread to make—did you 
see ?’’ 

‘*It is good bread,’’ I said. 

'* Ja, wohl, good bread! It is not worth while to 
make the other kind. That is right, take off the 
gloves ; yes, and the hat, too, and the fur. You have 
not been warm enough for driving on such a day, 
hein? We will see to that when you start back.’’ 


THINK I made him no answer, content merely to 
lie back in the warmth and satisfaction of my rest. 
Out of a world where weariness was a part of every 
hour, I had been taken up miraculously, away from 
the insistence of little things. Convention and eti- 
quette had no existence here. They were replaced 
divinely by that lovingkindness which includes and 
outreaches their feeble efforts. Lovingkindness bade 
me rest, making return for its gift only by loving ac- 
ceptance, not by lip-service. I lay quiet and utterly 
at peace, watching the gentle gravity of the old man 
as he moved about the room and busied himself for 
my comfort. 

** Now I will put away my bread-board and my 
baking things, and spread the table for my gnest,’’ 
he said. ‘‘ How long is it, do you think, since I 
have had a young lady to drink coffee with me? But 
first | must go and bring in that armful of wood I was 
splitting when your brother called to me ; for I have 
been a lazy old fellow this cold day, reading poetry 
and letting my wood-box get empty. No, I did not 
go to work this afternoon. I am assayer for the mines, 
and I finished all my samples this morning.’’ 

He came in with his arms full of fresh, sweet- 
smelling pine sticks. A little spray of green growing 
from a strip of bark he broke off and handed to me. 

**Do you know what it means ?’’ he said. 

**No, tell me.”’ 

I thought it would be some quaint bit of old-world 
folk-lore. I was not ready for the wonderful light 
which flashed into his eyes. 

*¢It means the life that does not die ; and the mem- 
ory that does not fade."’ 

I laid the cold, spicy spray against my cheek. The 
scent of it carried me back to all the Christmas morn- 





ings since my babyhood. The life that does not die} 
and the memory— 

** Now I will lay these wraps over here on my nice 
clean quilt,'’ Fidel said, taking them up from the 
table. ‘*So, the coat, and both gloves, and the fur, 
and the hat—"’ 

His hand rested on the heavy black veil with its 
crape edge. Perhaps my brother had told him what 
it meant, 

** Mein kind,"’ he said, ‘‘God has been very near 
you since you wore this,"’ 


COULD not speak ; the blessedness of the moment 
was that I knew I did not need to speak. From 
what strange ordering had this old man won his 

priesthood of sympathy which could touch a stranger's 
grief and transform it into a sacrament ?"’ 

**It is good that you have come into the moun- 
tains,"’ he said. ‘* Maybe, it might not be so for 
all; and yet, I have thought, if the good God 
would let all who have ‘this pain to bear come up 
into these pine woods, and look, and listen! He 
knows where it is best for them to be. But I knew 
a man, thirty years ago, who found his God so. 
Thirty years ago.’’ 

He was measuring coffee from the canister in de- 
liberate spoonfuls, It did not seem an earthly, inap- 
propriate accompaniment to the grave sweetness of 
his words, By some strange link of association I 
found myself remembering the story of a fire of coals 
glowing dimly through the gray dawn on the shore of 
Galilee—a fire of coals, and fish laid thereon. ‘The 
One who had passed through the gates of death and 
resurrection came back to his friends and ministered 
to their simple human need. The thought of him 
grew more real to me when I looked up at the face of 
this man, who had assuredly passed through some 
tremendous spiritual agony of death and resurrection. 


E said nothing more for some time, stepping about 
placidly to spread the cloth—it was of plaided 
linen, red and white—and setting out cups and 

sugar and plates from the little curtained box-cupboard 
beside the stove. The reserve which he had broken for 
one moment in that unmistakable allusion to his own 
life history was not to be assailed by prying questions. 
He had admitted meto a fellowship where question- 
ing was not needed ; where commonplaces of con- 
solation were forgotten. It was enough to have 
touched, ever so lightly, the garment-hem of that 
vital certainty and love which lived in him. 

By-and-by we spoke of other things, always keep- 
ing close to the mountains and the pines. He told 
me of his work, while we drank our coffee together ; 
and he produced from a covered tin box the sugared 
and spiced perfection of a marvelous coffee-cake. 

**T am an assayer, yes,"’ he said. ‘‘I have lived 
by the mines in Colorado and Idaho and here. This 
is a wonderful country. Men have not begun to find 
the wealth that God has hidden away for them in the 
porphyry and quartz and limestone of these hills, 
But when the last mine has given up all that it has to 
yield, there will be something more for the genera- 
tions that come then. Ido not know what it will be; 
but I know Who will give it as they need. 

‘But a man does not always work, I must have 
something for my hands and my eyes when I stay here 
alone. Sometimes I do wood-carving, to give myself 
or somebody else some little pleasure. And 1 make 
bread, yes ; and the Auchen, when | can buy eggs. 
But that is not always. I have no hens; there are no 
hens here by the concentrator, nor at the mines.”’ 

He brought out his little treasures to show me,— 
exquisite bits of wood-carving ; some cherished books. 
I saw ‘*Heidelberg’’ on the fly-leaf of an old copy of 
Horace. But when I laid hands upon an old violin 
which stood in the dark corner beside the book-shelves, 
and begged him to play for me, he shook his head. 

‘* No; there are two strings broken. I broke them 
only last Sunday, and I cannot get any more for a week. 
You see the old violin did not know that you were com- 
ing, or it would have behaved better. But maybe it 
is just as well, Aein? Now you will go away and 
imagine that I am a fine player; and you will not 
hear how many mistakes I might make if I should 
try to play for anybody but myself. See! I will 
practise ; and when you come again I will play not 
to disappoint you."’ 

(Continued on pave 631) 
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HERE are at least four things that cal! for imme- 
diate accomp&shment in the practical extension 
of Bible interest to our modern life. 

The Bible and the American Home. —First, there is 

desperate need for men to lead in a crusade to bring 
the Bible and religious education into the American 
home—that home which is being despoiled by ma- 
terialistic tendencies from without and weakened by 
the decadence of family religion from within. 
_ It is for the broadminded, thoughtful Christians 
in the American home to teach the meaning of 
the old gospel in its twentieth century expression. 
Parente Should be interested to meet with Sunday- 
school feachers in classes for teacher-training. We 
can assist in reviving that fine and beautiful art of 
Bible story-telling. We can establish regular times 
for memorizing the matchless poetry and idealism of 
the Bible which will return in later memory with a 
new meaning, as children grown to manhood and 
womanhood come to need it. Indeed, if young people 
do not memorize the Bible in youth and in the home, 
they never do, for there is no time for memory work 
in the Sunday-school, and the day-school omits alto- 
gether Bible and religious education. It can also be 
revealed to fathers and mothers, in special confer- 
ences for Bible study and religious education, how they 
themselves may discover the Bible by means of mod- 
ern, attractive Bible studies. Indications of new in- 
terest in adult Bible study are increasingly apparent. 
We can help to usher in the day when the modern 
business man father will not merely take out his re- 
ligion in the name of his wife, but will be a member 
of a new laymen's teaching ministry. 


Why Not the Bible in the Public School ? 

Second, we can renew the efforts heretofore spasmo- 
dic to take the Bible to the public schools. Who can 
more actively lead in such a movement than the men 
who have seen the sweep and power of voluntary 
Bible study, regardless of creed or race, among col- 
lege men? 

At the really wonderful and impressive tercentenary 
celebration of the King James Version of the English 
Bible, held in Carnegie Hall, New York, on the even- 
ing of the 25th of last April, there was no greater en- 
thusiasin, if one could judge by the applause, in the 
entire evening, than when Professor Phelps of Yale 
spoke as follows : 


‘*I am of the opinion that every class in every common 
school should begin the day by reading a chapter of the 
Bible. Everything in our civilization is founded on the 
Bible, and to say it is sectarian is to talk the most fcolish 
nonsense.’’ ‘No one,’’ he continued, ‘‘should be ad- 
mitted to the universities of our country without being able 
to pass an examination on the Old Testament stories.”’ 


Men are needed to inaugurate and conduct sane 

and impartial agitation along this line. In India, 
students and educators have learned the value of 
public discussions ; by talking, by writing, by con- 
ference, and then also by frank (at times almost toc 
frank) speech they secure theirends. Public opinion 
must be aroused on this question in America. Noth- 
ing but the tide of popular and democratic feeling 
will change the conservatism, often the arbitrariness, 
of school officials who in many cases are afraid of 
the mere shadow of offense to different sects in their 
constituency. But members of school boards are be- 
ginning to be impressed with the Bible movement in 
the colleges. Continued invitations come to visit the 
great city common schools of our land to tell the boys 
of college Bible interests. If I mistake not, by carry- 
ing the Bible to the common education of our Amer- 
ican youth, by giving it a place in the body of general 
knowledge so that a// education shall be religious 
education in the largest sense, we are on the road to 
solving the practical problems of religious culture. 
. Bible Study for the Church.—Third, we must assist 
in taking the Bible to the church and the modern 
Sunday-school. There is a widspread and growing 
sense of need on the part of ministers and church 
Bible teachers ; first, for the clear presentation of the 
principles upon which Bible study should be conducted 
in our time; and second, for courses of study and 
methods that fit these principles. 

What definite things can be suggested toward the 
betterment of present conditions? Practical and in- 


Bringing the Bible into Our Modern Life 


By Clayton Sedgwick Cooper, 


It will surprise many Americans to know that in 
the last college year ‘‘ one in seven of the college 
men of North America were meeting in weekly 
Bible classes.” After all, perhaps the Bible is 
studied fully as much as it used to be! And Mr. 
Cooper shows why it should be studied even more 
than it is in these days of its widening influence. 
You will be interested to know that.Mr. Cooper’s 
fully illustrated volume, ‘* World = Wide Bible 
Study,”’ of which this is a chapter, will be ready 
for you shortly. Other chapters include such 
themes as Ten Reasons for Bible Study; The Bible 
and Citizenship ; The Bible in the Home; Business 
Men and the Bible; Essentials in Bible Study; 
Maintaining Interest and Attendance in Bible 
Classes. It is to be issued by The Sunday School 
Times Company at one dollar. 





teresting courses of study may be presented to 
church laymen. The present student courses by 
Professor Bosworth and others in the hands of pastors 
have revolutionized Bible interest in scores of 
churches. The course of Bible study by Professor 
Jeremiah W. Jenks on the ‘‘Social Teachings of 
Jesus’’ has marked an epoch in the progress of mod- 
ern Bible study, especially in its appeal to non- 
Christian men. Bible studies that begin with human 
interest, and that attach the subject-matter of the 
Christian Scriptures to modern questions and fasci- 
nating life problems, assist much in revealing the 
Bible to churchmen as an interesting book. 

Last year approximately one-half million of young 
men were enrolled in large organized Bible classes 
for men in the church. But you say, ‘‘ How many of 
these men were really studying the Bible?’’ A very 
small percentage doubtless, We should learn how to 
bring real Bible culture into such organized classes. 
In certain cases, the past year, I have known young 
men in these large classes successfully interested in 
Bible study through a supper held in the church par- 
ish house on a week-day evening. After supper a 
half-hour or more was spent in small groups, discuss- 
ing the relation of the Bible theme presented on 
Sunday to such problems as charities questions, rural 
problems, boys’ clubs, sanitation, immigration, wealth, 
temperance questions, church attendance, etc. Would 
it not be possible for able laymen, or men who have 
been trained to lead groups in college, to choose in 
their home church eight or ten of the most competent 
business or professional men, form them into a train- 
ing class, meet with them once a week, and send 
them forth to inaugurate and conduct groups of men 
in the church and the congregation ? 


College and Church Getting Together 

During the past year also, in college towns, a co- 
operating committee has been formed in a number of 
cases, consisting of pastors, Sunday-school superin- 
tendents, the general secretary of the college Young 
Men’s Christian Association, a faculty man, and one 
or two prominent laymen, the business of which com- 
mittee has been to unify the Bible and religious ac- 
tivities of the college and the churches, There was 
found to exist a lamentable lack of knowledge on the 
part of each section as to what the other section was 
doing in Bible-teaching. There was much duplication 
and a lack of system and intelligent statesmanship in 
conducting the Bible work of the community. 

Why should we not hold Bible institutes in the 
local church, or for a group of churches in our large 
cities, much as we hold Bible institutes for students 
and faculty men in the academic communities? The 
immediate opportunities which will be opened to all 
of us. next year in this line are many and varied. 

Fourth, what practical measures for religious train- 
ing lie inherent in our college Bible study? To be 
sure, we have reason to note here certain satisfactory 
progress, especially as we consider that the present 
interest in voluntary biblical education in the colleges 
is largely the growth of the last decade. Last college 
year, one in seven of the college men of North Amer- 
ica were meeting in weekly Bible classes. 

The entire college is accessible as never before, but 


Secretary of the Student Department of Bible Study of the Inter- 
national Committee of Young Men’s Christian Associations 





it is not accessible without-a leader who possesses 
both vision and courage. é 

At a session of a Bible institute last spring at Cor- 
nell, a professor stated that in his judgment the Bible 
movement in colleges should begin with the faculty. 
We can never fully win any institution for religious 
education without winning the college faculty. We 
can take nothing for granted concerning faculty in- 
terest until we have really secured it in active meas- 
ures, We need a campaign for these men as we do 
for students. To win one leading popular college 
professor or president for Bible study is to influence 
often an entire generation of college students. The 
extent of college prestige as exerted by a popular 
faculty man is indescribably great. It is the power of 
personality which is always so much more influential 
than the power of method. 

At a dinner of fraternity men at the University of 
Minnesota a man beside me was expatiating on the 
dwindling influence of college teachers over their stu- 
dents. While he was speaking, ex-President Northrup 
(‘* Prexy Northrup’’)camein, Every man was stand- 
ing in an instant, and the cheers and applause were 
fairly overwhelming. 

What might it not mean for any university to have 
its biblical education swept into the main current of 
college life by the active support of popular and 
reverenced teachers! The enlargement of such men 
is a multiplying work which has been too much 
neglected. It should take a large place in our future 
plans. 


Taking the Bible Out Into the World 

Our churches and institutions of learning are already 
leading the way in attaching their Bible groups to 
some form of service in the outside world. This opens 
an enormous field of possible activity both for useful- 
ness to society and also for the maintaining of interest 
in Bible truth. Last year 150 Princeton men went 
out each week from their groups to some active service 
in connection with University Settlement Work in 
New York, rural Sunday-schools, or teaching English 
or Bible study to foreigners. One of these men said 
to me enthusiastically, ‘‘Why, we find that Jesus’ 
principles really work.’ He was discovering Biblical 
education in the terms of serviceableness to the world. 

But it is not enough for us to interest students in 
Biblical education for the outside world only while 
they are in college. The result of this student Bible 
movement should be a profound world-wide awaken- 
ing in Biblical education through the influence of col- 
lege graduates. Indeed, the next step in the Student 
Bible Movement of North America, in my judgment, 
will be to carry the Bible as we know it in principle 
and practise in the colleges, to the church, to the 
state, to missions, and to the business and professional 
world beyond college walls. Who can help more in 
this than college and university men who have been 
trained im thinking, in teaching, in organizing Bibli- 
cal study and education? Each year there are being 
trained 3,000 college students to lead Bible classes 
and to conduct Bible departments in our seats of 
higher learning. Whatfor? For college life simply? 
No! For life also, for the field of the world, for the 
equipment of laymen in a new teaching ministry. 

Modern evangelism waits upon this ministry of con- 
structive character building, and is quite inadequate 
without it. Social service is aimless and hollow when 
deprived of personal religion and a growing conviction 
about God and the spiritual responsibility that Bible 
culture affords, 

The time is opportune for taking the Bible to the 
world, The aroused moral and ethical conscience of 
the American people has opened the way for the 
Christian Scriptures. There is anew tendency, anew 
quest, and a new thirst after God on the part of the 
average man. 


**Lo, thy sons come, whom thou sentest away, they 
come gathered together from the east to the west by, the 
word of the Holy One, rejoicing in the glory of God.”’ 


The question is a personal one as well as an insti- 
tutional one for every man. What am I to take, 
in this presentation of Biblical Christianity to the soul 
of the world? 


New York City. 
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By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


_ Getting Started in Class 


MAN in prison, se a sentence of eight years, 
wrote to The Sunday ol Times wes aa y 

_ and told of his experience in getting interested in 
Bible study ‘(his letter was published in ‘* Notes on Open 
Letters *’ of October 16, 1909). He had gotten little help 
from his nN opm he came across a ‘“‘ Round 


ie ore in the Times telling of the advice of a 
bis to a lady who found ) oh pomp ts or profit in Aer 


Bible study ;' the advice was should read the next 
time in the New Testament until she came to some definite 
commandnient, then close the: Bible and go and do the 
thing commanded,» She was then to read more, and obey 
it; and thus to continue. She did this, and with shining 
face testified that the Bible had become a new book to her. 
' The’ maa in ptison turned from the reading of that para- 


graph to his: Bible, and opened it, wondering what com- 


mand: it’ might have.for him. He wrote, of the result: 
** The first verse I-read was, ‘Abstain from all appearance 
of evil.’ :’ I Jaid aside-the book and got up intending to 
walk. And there before my eyes were my and tobacco. 
I picked them up and threw them away, then noticed an 
illustrated paper that contains no good thing. It followed 
the pipe. Since then I have felt better, and now can and 
do enjoy reading the Bible.’’ 

But that was two years ago, and only the nning. 
Since that time this man has’ surrendered himself to the 
mastery of .Jesus Christ, and has been led out into experi- 
ences of spiritual peace and power and joy that he never 
before knew were ible. He wrote last August that he 
was taking from fifteen to twenty minutes each morning 
for the ‘* Morning Watch.’’. Though still in prison, he is 
a free man, and he said not long ago that he was glad to 
be just where he was. That is the freedom wherewith the 
Son makes men free. 


Does the Bible mean as much to you? Do you 
come to its reading with eagerness? Does it grow 
richer to you all the time ? as it pointed the way 
to your emancipation from the things you have most 
wanted to be free from, and has it led you into the 
things you have desired above all else in this life ? 


The Teaching of the Lesson 


It was Bible study that marked one of the greatest 
moments in Israel’s history; and it is worth our while 
to see how the people conducted this study and what 
came of it. For the momentous significance of the 
event, see Professor Beecher on verse 1, Mr. Rogs’ 
1st and last paragraphs, and Mr. Pierson’s rst. 

For light on the preceding events, and Ezra’s place 
in them, see Mr. Ross’ 2d paragraph. Ezra’s char- 
acteristics are given by Dr. Beecher on verse 1. The 
vital importance of now making a Law-keeping peo- 
ple of the Jews is shown in Dr. Beecher’s 2d para- 
graph, and his comment on verse 3. 

e find at least eight notable facts of the great, 
popular Bible-study campaign of Israel. 

AGER Desire (v. 1).—Nobody forced the people 
into this. It was a movement of their own eager 
wish. Now we cannot create eagerness in ourselves 
by simply deciding to be eager. But we can culti- 
vate it—by obedience. ‘These people had been un- 
consciously cultivating it by building the wall. As 
the lesson-writers point out; their enthusiasm over 
the successful completion of that great work, inspired 
and led by God in Nehemiah, made them now want 
more of God through his written Word. It is always 
the way. If we want to have more. eager interest in 
his will, we must do more of his will. The people’s 
eagerness was a triumph for Ezra’s hopes and prayers, 
wrought through Nehemiah, as Mr. Ross’ 3d para- 


graph shows.. Why Ezra was again called into . 
e 


ership is shown in Dr. Sanders’ 2d. paragraph. 

Givinc Amp_e TIME (v. 3).—Some ~ read their 
Bible for five minutes and wonder why they can't get 
interested. These Jews meant business, as their first 
half-day session showed. An interesting comment is 
made in Dr. Sanders’ 3d, 5th, and 6th paragraphs. 

Payinc Ciosgz ATTENTION (v. 3, last clause).—We 
shall never get very much interested in anything, if 
we divide our attention between it and something 
else. If the Bible is worth studying at all, it is worth 
our giving all there is of us to it when we do study 
it. Mr. Ridgway (2d paragraph) believes they paid 
such close attention because Ezra talked in terms they 
could understand,—a pointer for us teachers. 

BEGINNING WITH WoRSHIP AND PRAYER (vs. 5, 6).— 
No one can understand the Bible of himself. It is 
God's word, and only the Holy Spirit of God can 
make its message vitally known to us. Therefore we 
shall do well a/ways to pray for God's teaching and 
guidance before our every reading of the Bible. 

The custom of Orientals in standing before govern- 
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Nehemiah 8. Commit verses 2, 3 


Golden Text : The law of Jehovah is perfect, restoring the soul.—Psalm 19 : 7 


t And all the people gathered themselves together as one 
man into the heoad plece that was water gate ; and 
ry a ny unto the scribe to. bring-the- book of the law 
of ao. which Jeboces Dat saan to Israel. 2 And 
Ezra the priest. brought before assembly, both men 
and women, and all that could hear with endorenaire. upon 
the first day of the seventh month. 3 And he read therein 
before the place that was before watér gate! from 
early. morning until midday, in the presaies, of the: stre and 
the women, and of those that could understand } and the ears 
of all the people were attentive unto the book’ of the law. 4 
And Ezra the scribe stood upon a * pulpit of wood, which they 
had made for the purpose ; and beside him stood Mat-ti-thi’ah, 
and Shema, and An-a-i‘ah, and Uriah, and Hilkiah, and 
Ma-a-se'iah, on his right hand ; and on his léft hand, ‘Pe-da’- 
iah, and Mish’a-el, and Mal-chi’jah, and Hashum, and. Hash- 
bad’dan-ah, Zechariah, and Me-shul’lam. . 5 And Ezra opened 
the book in the sight of all the people (for he was above all the 
people) 5 and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6 
And Ezra blessed Jehovah, the great God ; and all the people 
answered, Amen, Amen, with lifting up of their bands : 


- and they bowed their heads, and worshipped Jehovah. with 


their faces to the ground. 7 Jeshua, and ‘Bani, and 
Sher-e-bi‘ah, Jamin, Akkub, Shab’be-thai, Hodiah, Ma-a- 
se’iah, Kel’i-ta, Az-a-ri‘ah, Joz’a-bad, Hanan, Pe-la’iah, and 
the Levites, caused the people to understand the law : and the 
people ‘séood in. their — +8 And they read in ‘the book, in 
the law of God, ® distinctly ; and they gave the sense, so that 
they understood the reading. \ 

9 And Nehemian; who was the governor, and Ezra the priest 
the scribe, and the Levites that taught the le, said unto 
all the people, This os” is holy unto Jehovah your God; 
mourn not, nor wee or all the people wept, when they 
heard the words of the iaw. 10 Then he said unto them, Go 
your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions 
unto him for whom nothing is prepared ; for this a is holy 
unto our Lord : neither be ye grieved ; for the joy of Jehovah 
is your 5strength. 11 So the Levites stilled all the people, 
saying, Hold your peace, for the day is holy; neither be ye 

rieved.. 12 And all the people went their way to eat, and to 

rink, and to send portions, and to make great mirth, because 
they had understood the words that were declared unto them. 

1 Heb. from the light. * Heb. tower, *Or, with an interpreta- 
tion * Or, and caused them to understand  § Or, stronghold 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 
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Your Lesson Questions Answered 


Verse 1.—What-place is meant by ‘‘the broad place 
that was before the water gate’’? What more is known 
about Ezra? What is meant by ‘‘ the book of the law of 
Moses’’? What part of the law might have been read? 
(Beecher. ) 

Verse 6.— What was the significance of the word ‘‘Amen’”’ 
as here used? (Beecher; Mackie, 2.) 

Verse 9.—Why was weeping out of place? Why did 
the people weep when the words of the law were read to 
them? (Beecher; Ross, 4; Sanders, 7.) 

Verses 14, 15.—What was the purpose of the Feast of 
Tabernacles here referred to? (Beecher.) 

Verse 17.— Who was Jeshua? (Beecher.) 








ment representatives is described in Dr. Mackie's 1st 
paragraph. 

SYSTEMATIC THOROUGHNESS (vs. 7, 8).—Steps were 
taken to insure every one’s understanding. The plan 
on which the work was conducted is explained by 
Dr. Beecher, on verses 4-8. How significant this was 
is shown in Mr. Ross’ 4th paragraph. Are we willing 


to be thorough in our Bible study? It will never mean - 


what it could until we are. If we are not doing so, 
can we fairly complain at lack of interest? 

Maxine IT Joyous (vs. 9-12, 17. last clause).—No 
one knows the meaning of real 20%, until he gets the 
Bible kind of joy. Then how life tingles and radiates 
with the ete joy of God! It was Nehemiah who 
saw theim nce of joy, as Mr. Ross’ 4th paragraph 
and Dr. Sanders’ 7th paragraph point out. There 
will be times when the Bible will search us out and 
convict us of sin; but our usual Bible-feast ought to 
be a time of irrepressible joy in the God whose Good 
News is there made known to us, 

ReEsuLtine In UNSELFISH SERVICE (vs. 10, 12).—No 
one has gotten at the heart of the Bible who lives to 
himself. The good times of those ‘* love-touched 
portions” between neighbors is beautifully brought 
out in Mr. Ridgway’s last paragraph. Our Bible study 
should drive us out gladly to skare Him with those 
**for whom nothing is prepared.” 

ScruPuLous OBEDIENCE (vs. 14-17).—What they 
found in their Bible they obeyed; and thus the booth- 
festival was restored. Itsorigin and significance are 
given by Dr. Beecher on verses 14-18. How it is ob- 
served to-day is described by Dr. Mackie. 

And without obedience our Bible study is worse 
than worthless tous. It was obedience that opened 
up the treasures of the Bible to our prisoner; it is to 
increased obedience that those treasures will lead. 

Some secrets of successful and interesting Bible study are 


given in a 2-cent leaflet, “‘ Learning to Study the Bible,” 
published by The Sunday School ‘Times Company. 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


IME.—The first and the following days of the 

month that n in September, 444 B. C. (Neb, 

8:2, 13, 14,18; 9: 17.) In your thought sep- 

arate this date from ‘the seventh month " mentioned 

in the last verse of Nehemiah 7. That is part of a 

different document, duplicated with slight changes 
from Ezra (Ezra 2 : 1-70 ; Neh. 7 : 6-73). 

The Event of Ch 8-10.—When Nehemiah had 
completed the wall, he and Ezra were confronted 
with the yet more difficult task of making effective 
the provisions by which the a would be perpetu- 
ated as a separate people. -If the Aal/fbreed ideas of 
their opponents had then prevailed, the Jews every- 
where would probably have followed the example set 
‘at Jerusalem, and Israel would have lost its identity, 
being merged with the nations. That would have 
changed future history, including the whole history 
of Christianity. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 1.—Adi the peopie gathered: Ezra had pre- 
viously failed in the task in hand. They meant that 
there should not be a second failure. They under- 
stood that the power is from God, and they took pre- 
cautions accordingly. ‘The successful building of 
the wall had sti up good feeling and confidence 
and national pride and loyalty to Tehovah. Under 
God Nehemiah depended upon this and upon the en- 
thusiasm of a great assembly, for getting the people 
to volunteer to do the things that Ezra had been un- 
able to compel them to do. Perhaps no other assem- 
bly in human history ever decided issues so momen- 
tous.— Zhe broad place: Ground unoccupied by 
buildings, and therefore convenient for the purpose 
in hand.—Zzra;: See Ezra 7: 10 and Nehemiah 12: 
26, 36.—Zkhe scribe: A writing man, a scholar in 

ublic life, devoting himself to the study of the 
riptures and the enforcement of the laws contained 
in them ; a priest more influential than if he had 
been highpriest, a man richly endowed with prophetic 
gifts, the typal man of the succession known as ‘‘ the 
men of the Great Synagogue,” though that succes- 
sion began sonie generations earlier.—7he dbo0k of 
the law of Moses; Either the pentateuch, or seme 
part of the pentateuch, or the pentateuch and other 
Old Testament writings (see Neh. 9g : 6-38). 

Verse 3.—From dawn until midday ; Compare 8 : 
18; 9:3. The readings were protracted, covering a 
large part of the Scriptures. The Scriptures read 
magnified Jehovah, and insisted on the separateness 
of his chosen peeple. 

Verses 4-8.—First a ceremonious and impressive 
reading before the whole immense congregation, and 
then the grouping of the people into many lesser con- 
gregations, with concerted and organized teaching in 
each.—Mattithiah, etc.,... /Jeshua, ete.: Look u 
these proper names carefully enough, and you will 
get a lot of history and biography out of them.—A/? 
the people answered Amen, Amen: ‘ True, true,” 
though including the subordinate meaning “so let it 
be.” Amen is properly an assent of the mind as well 
as of the will. 

Verses 9-13.—A/li the people wept: Those who 
were devout had a vision of God and of their own 
sinfulness, and wept in penitence. Those who were 
worldly saw that an enforcement of the laws for sepa- 
rateness was coming, and were sorry on that account. 
—This day is holy... mourn not: As a festival day 
it was the day of the blowing of trumpets, its proper 
services being joyful and not mournful (Lev. 23 : 23- 
25; Num. 29: 1-6). They wanted from the — 
no premature decision based on superficial feeling. 

erses 14-18.—Should dwell in booths: See Le- 
viticus 23. The feast of booths (‘‘ feast of tabernacles” 
in the King James Version) was the annual thanks- 
giving festival, recognizing Jehovah as the giver of 
the harvests of grain and of fruit (Exod. 23 : 14-17; 
Deut. 16 : 13-17; Lev. 23 : 23-44; Num. 29, etc.), and 
also commemorating the tent-life of Israel at the ex- 
odus (Lev. 23 : 43). Two of its great features were 
the out-door life and the especially elaborate and 
abundant sacrifices.—Since ... Jeshua the son of 
Nun: The leader’ who succeeded. Moses, the name 
being commonly spelled Joshua. The implication is 
that from the time of Joshua this festival had been 
kept, but never with a celebration so eager as the 
one here described. 

For twenty-four days (Neh. 9: 1) Ezraand Nehemiah 
kept the people in training, giving them information, 
stimulating them to think, stirring their religious and 
patriotic emotions. Then they called for decisious, 
and met an enthusiastic response (Neh. 9-10). 


Avsurn, N. Y. 
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“Reasonable Service” 


By the Rev. G. A. Johnston Ross 


OME seventy-eight years after the Return from 
the captivity, Ezra had led forth from Babylon a 
¢ national exodus, designed to restore and 
revive a rational worship as the center of Jewish life. 
In Babylon he had become eminent as a student of 
his nation’s wonderful his : he had read, mastered, 
and ate & pyemmathed e Law which lay embed- 
ded in that history: and he formed the (as we now 
see it) truly momentous design of so promulgatin 
that law that henceforth Israel should be built aroun 
it, as an empire around its constitution, ‘‘ Ezra had 
prepared his heart to seek the law of the Lord, and 
to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and judg- 
ments.” It is not for a moment to be Semen that 
Ezra was hostile to the temple worship: but the great 
and pregnant idea which se him was that 
temple sacrifices—necessarily performed by repre- 
sentative priests while the people remained passive 
spectators—were insufficient: and that Israel's true 
strength would lie in the education of her people in 
the mening of their religious acts, and in the re- 
lation of these acts to the history of the nation and 
of the world, Ezara’s idea, thus, was to rationalize 
religion for the common man, It is a stupendous 
idea: the fundamental idea of Protestantism, the con- 
trolling idea of the life of Luther, who is indeed in 
many ways Ezra's most conspicuous successor. 

On fire with this revolutionary idea, Ezra led his 
host to Jerusalem. Alas! he found the colony there 
steeped in the abominations of the aborigines of 
Palestine, and abandoning all thought of their na- 
tional duties. Marriages with heathen women were 
common; the licentiousness of the heathen cults was 
doing its deadly work. Ezra’s impulsive nature was 
completely overset by this appalling discovery. He 
gave way first to a paroxysm of grief, and then to a 
paroxysm of cruelty. For he ordered an instanta- 
neous breaking up of the homes of the men and 
women involved in these heathen alliances. ‘The 
eople did their best to obey the angry priest-scribe: 
put the wounds cut very deep, and after a time bitter 
resentment seems to have taken the place of the 
forced remorse, and Ezra was compelled to retire into 
private life. With sorrowful heart he had to remain 
and see the people sink back into heathen alliances 
again (Neh, 13: 23). 

It was not until. the arrival of Nehemiah as Tir- 
shatha that Ezra’s hopes revived. He must have 
watched with eagerness the building of the walls, 
and still more the infusion of a new h of patriot- 
ism into the people from the Fount of inspiration in 
the heart of Nehemiah himself, and when, after the 
walls were rebuilt and the census of the city taken, 
the people themselves came and asked Ezra to bring 
out the book of the law, the scholar who had failed as 
governor must have felt that his discipline and wait- 
ing had been worth while, and that the supreme hour 
of his life had come, 

The story of the reading of the law is most dra- 
matically told, but the details must not hide from us 
the momentous significance of the whole. Note 
therefore only these prints. It will be observed that 
in the proceedings of that fateful day there were the 
elements of a new type of worship. The main feature 
of this new worship is that pains are taken that every 
one shall understand; be, that is, an intelligent 
participant, nota spectator. Note, too, the sagacious 
interposition of Nehemiah. As a layman, he stood 
at first aside, watching with kindly interest this great 
scene. But when the feelings of the crowd were too 
deeply stirred and a contagion of weeping spread 
among them, his trained eye perceived danger, and 
he stepped in and caused a perfectly justifiable diver- 
sion, urging the people rather to rejoice, and uttering 
the memorable truth whick Matthew Arnold said was 
the secret of Judaism,—*‘' The joy of the Lord is your 
strength.” That shifting of the key, and consequent 
restoration of equilibrium to the people’s feeling, con- 
tains a valuable lesson for those who within Protest- 
antism lead great crowded meetings in religious 
things. Note, too, that the feast of tabernacles was 
celebrated once more in a way which brought vividly 
to the people's imagination the beginnings of the 
nation’s history (see Lev. 23: 4): it was thus the 
celebration of a new beginning for Israel. 

And so it was. Ezra, after all, was the true re- 
builder of the walls of Jerusalem.. Moses had made 
a nation out of a tribe: Ezra made a religious com- 
munity, which has to this day proved indestructible, 
out of a townful of poor provincials of the Persian 
Empire. And it was all done by the power of the 
law: not, be it understood, of bald precept, but of 
history written from God's point of view, for that is 

“what the Torah supremely was. The familiarizin 

of the ple with what God had done for them an 

with what God had declared his will to be, did what 
neither the monarchy in Israel nor the favor of for- 
eign kings had succeeded in doing: made a national- 
ity brave, loyal, imperishable. It is true that evil as 
well as good sprang from the work of Ezra, and the 
Bible, which was accepted as a nation’s defense, be- 
came in lesser hands a nation’s bondage. Protest- 
antism itself has not escaped such evils. But we can 
never be grateful ¢nough for this story of the rebirth 
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of Israel as ‘‘ the people of a book,” for it is the story 
of a supreme moment in the kingdom of God. True 
worship can never now go back to what is merely 
ceremonial, vicarious, unintell t: it must now, 
since Ezra’s day,—and how much more since the day 
of Christ, God's living Word,—be “reasonable ser- 
vice” in spirit and in truth. 
MontTRrREAL, CANADA, 
« 


Oriental Lesson - Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the yet and Minister to the 
Anglo-American Congregation in Beyrout 


HEN ke opened it, all the Hie a stood up (v. $). 
The Law was the book of God's command- 
ments, and pag | was the attitude of 
servants waiting for orders in the presence of their 
lord, and signified their readiness to perform them. 
The highest honor that can be conferred upon an 
Ottoman subject is to be invited by the Sultan to sit 
in his presence, and the greatest affront that can be 
offered to one of his governors is to remain seated 
when he enters the room. 
And all the people answered, Amen, Amen, with 


the lifting up of their hands (vy. 6). The word- 


**Amen ’ meant ‘true, faithful,” and its utterance 
by the people meant their consent to, and approval 
of, what had been spoken on their behalf. It corre- 
sponded to our ‘‘ Agreed, agreed” of public debate 
and political meetings. 

They worshipped Jehovah with their faces to the 
ground (v.6). This is still one of the prescribed 
attitudes in the daily prayer of the Moslems. It is 
the act of adoration in acknowledging the trans- 
cendent majesty of God, and gives its name to their 
soon as /s/am, surrender to the divine will. 

hey gave the sense, so that they understood the 
meaning (v. 8). Arunning commentary was given 
in Syriac. Similarly to-day in the Jewish book of 
ritual for the celebration of Passover while the chief 
text is in Hebrew, each paragraph is followed b 
the equivalent meaning given in the language with 
which the family happens to be best acquainted. 

That the children of Israel should dwellin booths 
in the... seventh month(v. 14). The custom is still 
observed at the feast of tabernacles by the Jews in 
all the lands of their dispersion. When they live in 
cities, and cannot well procure branches, awnings and 
arbors of white calico are set up on balconies,.in the 
yard or court, and on the flat house-tops. 


Wonderful Bible Conventions 
By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


HE event described in this lesson is one of the 
most remarkable in history. All the people of 
the city gathered themselves together ‘‘as one 

man” and asked to hear the Word of God. What an 
impression it would make if the scene were repeated 
in one of our great cities to-day! What headlines 
in the papers! Not one hour on Sabbath, or one 
day a week, but for seven days, a Bible convention 
was held from early morning until noon. 

The nearest approach to a repetition of the scene 
to-day is found on some of the mission fields. In 
Korea, for instance, it is difficult to supply the people 
fast enough with copies of the Bible In spite of 
their poverty, when an edition of 200,000 copies of 
the New Testament was ordered, the whole edition 
was sold out before it was printed. Bible institutes 
or classes are held in various centers, and men and 
women walk from ten to three hundred miles, leavin 
homes and business, carrying their provisions, ant 
sometimes babies, on their backs, to attend a Bible 
class at the mission station. From 250 to 1,180 mem- 
bers enrol in each class, and after ten days or two 
weeks of study these Christians return home, and in 
turn teach smaller classes. Dr. H. G. Underwood 
reports that in one year there were two hundred of 
these smaller classes in one district, with an enrol- 
ment of 10,000 members. 


The secret of this hunger for Bible study in Ezra’s 


day and now is the realization of ignorance and a 
sense of the joy and strength that comes from a 
knowledge of ’s Word. Many converts from 
heathenism put us to shame in their zeal and knowl- 

Some Christians in Korea can repeat whole 
books of the Bible without a mistake. In China not 
long ago an examination was held in Hunan, when 
the students would repeat Scripture for hours with- 
out an error, and one of them knelt in an attitude of 
worship during the whole time of his examination— 
two hours and a quarter. He answered ninety-three 
questions perfectly. 

Most of us do not know the experience of hearing 
the Word of God read for the first time, but many of 
us have never yet realized its full meaning, or the 
joy that comes from receiving it as a rule of life. 

he only lasting revival and true strength are based 
on a better knowledge of God’s Word, and a more faith- 
ful, joyful acceptance of his will as the law of life. 


Brooxtyn, N. Y. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Trust-Buster.—Zoge/her as one man (v. 1). 
Working and watching together unified. Somethi 
good to do will reform ee. The ideal shop is the 
‘*as one-man” shop. ‘The weakness of the modern 
big concern is the many icions, jealousies, and 
Prager hay a we ioe > ge see of a 

ig esta ati (a 7 was . teasin m about his 
‘soft snap.” ‘* Yes,” he replied as ir meting police is 
asoft snap, My wine! siness is to keep peace 
and pour in the oil.” The modern great corporation 
can only be run safely when all, from president to 
coal-heaver, go ‘‘together as one man.” Godliness 
will be found the one sure uaitying force, When 
religion gets out of any of the big corporations as 
completely as it is out of politics, our ‘ billion-dollar 
trusts” will be found as full of graft and corruption 
as our city governments. And disaster is sure and 
soon. A world made by God, owned by God, and 


run by God, must run on God’s schedule or wreck. 


Read your histories (1 Pet. 3: 8; 1 Cor. 1 : 10). 

Knowing How.— Zhe ears of ali the people were 
attentive (v. 3). Because Ezra spoke in the speech 
of Jerusalem. Did you ever hear doctors talking ills 
and remedies, farmers talking cows and crops, girls 
talking hats and gowns? You went to sleep over 
lesions and anesthetics, dehorning and fertilizers, 
aigrettes and tailored tweeds. That is the way some 

reachers preach and teachers teach, qeme spoke 
in the terms of Galilee and not of Gamaliel’s school. 
Crowds flocked to hear about seeds, yeast, treasure, 
jewels, and going a-fishing (Matt. 13: 1-47). Why 
do crowds pack the largest buildings to hear certain 
** sensational evangelists” preach the gospel in the 
terms of ball-park, the shop, and the street ?. Don’t 
have to be slangy or vulgar to get down to where 
real men live, and rub with other real'men. Alex- 
ander the singer is a magnet because he speaks and 
sings in the terms and spirit of real people. In other 
words, Ezra knew how. 

** Member of Council.”"—Mattithiah, and Shema, 
and Anaiah, and Uriah, and Hilkiah, and Maase- 
tah,... Pedaiah, and Mishael, and Maichijah, and 
Hashum, and Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, and Me- 
shullum (v. 4). Count them. How many stood by 
George Washington once upon a time? Can you 
name them? John Mott, who speaks to students all 
over the world, says thatin Portugal, when a speaker 
addresses an audience, the committee which is re- 
sponsible for the meeting stands by the side of the 
speaker while he makes his address. This committee 
is selected as carefully asthe speaker. It is an honor 
just to stand. Abroad they honor folks. Here we 
don’t. That is what is the matter with us. Met 
Max Steinwachs in the post-office with an arm-load 
of our local paper. Max has just been elected to the 
borough council, and the ‘‘ Astonisher” had printed 
his picture and told what a great man he was. Max 
was sending the papers to his friends in Germany. 
‘‘They’ll think I’m a big man over there,” laughed 
Max, — ‘‘ just a little lower than the President, 
mebbe.” tt ought to be as big an honor here. This 
is what God tells us: Romans.13: 7; 1 Peter 2: 17. 


The Elocutionist.—7ey +ead... distinctly ; and 
they gave the sense (v. 8). To give the sense must 
know the sense. God’s words should be spoken the 
bestwe know. The actor who would speak for Ham- 
let must know Hamlet. He spends hours in study 
that he may rightly read his lines. There is a noted 
elocutionist who thinks he can read the Twenty-third 
Psalm. His technique is superb, and the words roll 
out, deep and musical, but he doesn’t give the sense 
because he doesn’t know the Shepherd. I have heard 
a plain man read the same psalm, and it has touched 
the hearts of all who heard. That Bowery man knew 
what he was reading about, and the elocution pro- 
fessor did not. As Ezra and his companions read 
that day, all around them were the things God was 
talking about. Besides, hardship makes men pains- 
taking and incisive. There could be no mumblin 
and. earelessness in men trained in a school that ha 
a Sanballat. 

Real Fun.—Zat the fat, and drink the sweet, and 
send portions (v. 10). If a | asks you what 
religion means, say, ‘‘ The time of your life.” No- 
body gets as much real fun out of the omg through 
the world as “‘church people.” They alone have 
true fellowship and neighborlidess (r a 23-9). 
Out in the country-side where wise folks live, and 
where nearly everybody who is anybody is connected 
with some church, it is real fun to be hurt or sick. 
The neighbors send portions. And ‘strange vic- 
tuals” taste so good. Mrs. Jones, who makes such 
delicious sponge-cake, says, ‘* I will send this to poor 
Mr. wert Mrs. Smith says, ‘* That souse looks 
nice; I will send poor Mr. Ridgway some.” Mr. 
Millions on the Avenue never gets any love-touched 
food. If he has plain portion-sending neighbors, 
they are afraid of his chef. ‘‘ Why, they would 
laugh at my plain rice puddin’.” ‘*And my old- 
fashioned apple-pie.” Indeed they wouldn’t, Aunt 
Sallie. Be kind to the rich, and give them a taste of 
the fun of religion. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 


























LESSON FOR DEC: 17 (Neh. 8) 


The Mlustration Round - Table 


LL. readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for e anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration and two for the best illus- 


tration - week. An important Sar ae 
ai the acceptance material, . 

er a calendar, will be sent for a two- 

cent stamp. : 


The best illustrations of truth are Uyebs to 
be those that come out of the cont ‘ors 
personal experience. The preference will be 
given to such illustrations, when they are 
equally acceptable in point ‘and effectiveness. 


A Dependable Standard,— 7he law of 
Jehovah is perfect (Golden Text), . After ten 
ears of patient work, experts in London 
lave finished what is said to be the most per- 
fect yard-stick in the world. It is made of 
platinum and iridium, and was designed to 
be used as the standard of the British for: 
ernment. Every year for ten years it will be 
examined, and if it varies by a millionth of 
an inch it will be rejected, The Bible is the 
Christian’s standard for his rule of conduct. 
Its principles never change. ‘‘ The law of 
Jehovah is perfect.”’—/untata Rokrback, 
Washington, D.C. From The Expositor. 


A Scoffer’s Bible- .— The law of 
Jehovah is perfect, restoring the soul (Golden 
Text). I knew a man once whose wife be- 
came intensely interested in a revival meet- 
ing as a seeker of salvation. He was a 
skeptic and a scoffer, and when-he found 
her constantly reading the Bible, searching 
for some promise.that would comfort her, he 
said: ‘* Bosh! I will give you enough of 
that. I will read the Bible to you every 
day, till you are sick of it.’? And he began. 
Day by day when he came home he read the 
Bible—chapter after chapter, having his wife 
sit and listen. At last one day, when he 
had finished the third chapter of John, he 
said, ‘‘ My wife, won’t you pray forme? I 
am a poor lost sinner.’’ And they knelt 
and prayed, and God came in mercy, and 
both were saved,—Achsa L. McDowell, 
Tillsonburg, Ont. From the Reformed 
Church Record. 


How Reverence the Bible ?— And £Z27a 
the priest brought the law before the assembly 
(v. 2). Phillips Brooks used to tell the story 
of some savages, to whom was given a mani A 
dial. So desirous were they to honor it and 
keep it sacred that they housed it in, and 
built a roof over it. Is this the way we treat 
the Bible ? It is not too sacred for daily use. 
Learn to use it. Let God in on your life.— 
Mrs. M. Watts, Herne Hill, London. From 
The Sunday School Chronicle. 


His Mother’s Version.— They understood 
the reading (v. 8). A Bible class teacher 
was telling of the various translations of the 
Bible and their different influences, The 
class was much interested, and one of the 
young men that evening was talking to a 
friend about it: ‘‘I think I prefer the King 
James Version for my part,’’ he said, ‘* though 
of course the Revised is more scholarly.’ 
His friend smiled. ‘‘I prefer my mother’s 
translation of the Bible myself to any other 
version,’? he said. ‘Your mother’s? ”’ 
cried the first young man. ‘* Why, what do 
you mean, Fred?’’ ‘I mean that my 
mother has translated the Bible into the lan- 
guage of daily life for me since I was old 
enough to understand it. She translates it 
straight, too, and gives it full meaning. 
There has never been any obscurity about 
her version, | Whatever printed. version of 
the Bible I may study, my mother’s js always 
the one that clears up my difficulties.’’— 
Elisabeth B, Stansfield, Pasadena, Cal, 
From The Christian Advocate. The prize for 
this week ts awarded to this illustration. 


How a Blind Girl Read the Bible,— 
They read in the book, in the law of God, 
distinctly; and they gave the sense (v. 8). 
The fingers of a poor blind girl became so 
calloused with spinning that she was unable 
to make out the raised letters in her Bible. 
After making a futile attempt, she pressed 
her lips to the sacred page to kiss it good- 
by, when to her surprise she found that with 
the delicate nerves of her lipsshe could make 
out the letters. With increasing joy she ran 
her lips along the lines day by day, and thus 
read the Bible carefully. Shall we not, while 
thankful for our eyes, read the blessed Book 
with equal carefulness?—Z. M/. Lobb, Beatty, 
Sask. From‘ Practical Talks on Important 
Themes,’’ by Crossley and Hunter. 


Unconscious of Affliction.— Zhe joy of 
Jehovah is your strength (v. 10). ** What 





an afflicted family they are! The father 
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lame, the mother going blind, the daughter 
a cripple, and their small fortune gone! I 
don’t see how they can endure it.’”’ The 
man who made the exclamation was silenced 
by. the words of one who had overheard. 
‘They endure it because they seem uncon- 
scious of the fact that there is anything to 
endure. 7 so thankful that they 
have one a r that lameness, blindness, 
and poverty are minor matters, There is 
more smiling and laughter in their home 


than. in other I know of.’’—/uniata 
ir ye ‘ashington, D.C. From For-| 
ward. 


Visiting the Lesson-Scenes 


These studies apply the Underwood Travel 
System to the lessons. If, at the spew | of 
the lesson the teacher will use the map the 
description, or better still, the and 
stereograph (a beautiful pho view for 
use in the stereoscope), it will as no other 
method can to get clearly in the pupils’ minds 
the reality of the place where the events of the 
Bible story occurred ; it will give a new sense 
| — to the areas es on The use of 
these helps may profitably be begun at any time 
during the year. Four ste s for Decem- 
ber cost 67 cents. Those who have been 
them in the spring and summer months 
only three more for December (only two if they 
have the 1910 stereographs on hand). Less than 
four in one order cost 20 cents each, Stereo- 
scopes 85 cents each. Orders may be sent 
to ‘he Sunday School Times Co., 1o3t Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 


ZRA’S great Bible class held its sessions 
out of doors, If you stand at the spot 
marked 44 on our map, and look north- 

east as those spreading lines indicate, you 
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can see very nearly where the people assem- 
bled. You are on the brow of a suburban 
hill with a deep valley (Kidron) down before 
you, its green floor cut up into many little 
stone-fenced fields. A short distance ahead 
you notice the valley narrows sharply; there 
at the left rises one of the steep hills of the 
city, and at the right the Mount of Olives 
rises also steeply, leaving only a deep trough 
between the opposite heights. On the nearer 
ee ay part of the city hill you notice a 
ew little stone houses, some gardens and 
scattered olive-trees, with a couple of foot- 
paths leading crookedly down toward the 
bed of the valley. Either path would, in 
fact, take one to the vicinity of the ancient 
reservoir which we visited December 3 when 
studying Nehemiah’s work on the city de- 
fenses, Away up on the crest of the city 
hill a part of Jerusalem’s modern wall stands 
grimly conspicuous before your eyes—a high, 
bare mass of stone-masonry with battlements 
along its top. The familiar dome of El Aksa 
mosk shows above the wall, and we re- 
member that the old temple grounds with 
the great Dome of the Rock are just beyond 
El Aksa, though we are at this moment 
standing on ground not quite high enough to 
give us a sight of the farther dome. 

As we know, the city in Ezra’s time in- 
cluded that sunny southern slope (Ophel) as 
well as ground up on the hilltop. Nehemiah’s 
wall came down sidewise along that steep 
hill, and then swung around to the west 
(left), including and guarding the newly re- 
paired reservoir, A gate in the wall near 
the reservoir was called the Water gate or 
Fountain gate. It seems likely that what 
Nehemiah called ‘the street that was before 
the water-gate’”’ (8 : I, 3) may have 
descended from the hilltop approximately 
along the line of one of those downhill 
paths that we find here now. Some Bible 





students think the descriptive phrases should 


be understood as meaning that the 
assembled at the head of the street, that is, 
up there on the corner of the hilltop, at the 
edge of the temple precincts, where you see 
the wall standing to-day. 

When the people were given directions to 
**go forth into the Mount and fetch... 
branches” for the great festival (v. 15), 
they had only to look across the Kidron 
gorge to Olivet and see olives, palms and all 
sorts of leafy shrubs growing in abundance, 
po vee ay ane gra a 
village huddle together where-palms used to 
wave in i anes wind, Palms were 
growing there in Jesus’ time. : 

(Use a stereograph entitled ‘‘ The valley 
of Kidron and village of Siloam.’’) 


Tee is 
Lesson Home-Readings 


ptm a under the auspices of the Sunday-school 
itorial Association , and approved by the American 
Section of the Interna’ Lesson Committee.) 


M.—Neh. 8: 1-18 . . Ecra Teaches the Law. 
T.—Neh. 9: 1-38. . The Confession and Cov- 
enant. 


W.—Psa. 19: 1-14. “‘ The Law of the Lord is 
Perfect.”’ 

T.—Psa. 119 : 153-160. . ‘‘The Sum of Thy 
Word is Truth."’ 

F.—Psa. 119 : 97-112. . Thy Word is a Lamp 
unto my Feet."’ 

S.—Psa. 119 : . . Thy Word have I 
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laid up in my Heart."* 
S.—Col. 3 : 5-17. . ‘' Let the Word of Christ 
Dwell in you richly."’ 


Lesion Hymns and Psalms 


“ How precious is the book divine." 
** So let our lips and lives express." 
“ The heavens declare thy glory, Lord.” 
** More about Jesus would I know."’ 
** Break thou the bread of life."’ 
**O Word of God incarnate."’ 
* Lord, speak to me that I may speak."’ 
“ A glory gilds the sacred page."’ 
(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book “‘ Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 19 : 5-9 (36 : 1-5). 
Psalm 119 : 25-30 (245 : 1-3). 
Psalm 112 : 1-5 (228 : 1-5). 
Psalm 9 : 5-9 (14 : 2-4, 7). 
Psalin 119 : 79-84 (253 : 1-3). 


4 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


APrayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that thy law is not withheld from 
us in these days of our great need. We thank 
thee that there are devoted servants of thine 
who will declare thy law unto us with faithful- 
ness, We are grateful, our Father, that we 
may have knowledge of thy law and of thy will 
for us through thy Son Jesus Christ, and that 
we may receive from the Holy Spirit the truth 
itself as itis in thee. Help us to be more open 
to thy truth, to be more eager for its meanings 
and its marvelous reality in our lives, May we 
not require bitter schooling in sad experiences 
before we are willing to listen to thee. We 
long to have thee remove our pee. our self- 
will, our hardness of heart, so that in humility 
and faithfulness we may seek thy will in every 
detail of our lives. Bless thy Word everywhere 
to-day, we beseech thee, as it is declared by 
teacher and preacher the world around, and 
may we in this period of praise and Bible study 
yield ourselves wholly to thy Spirit for the im- 
pressions of the hour, in order that we may 
render a more faithful service unto thee in the 
days to come. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—In some countries to- 
day the people can hardly know at all the 
laws or agreements that are made by the 
government. Secret plans of those in power 
come to light occasionally, and then the 
people are astonished because they have not 
known where their leaders were leading 
them, How good it is to know that Jeho- 
vah, the Lord God, not only rules and directs 
in the life that he asks us to lead, through 
his Son Jesus Christ, but that he is also 
always taking us into his fatherly confidence 
so that we may know what is his will for us. 
His law is open and clear. We can know 
what he wants us to do. We can know 
whither he is leading us, moment by moment. 
We may not see the end of the way, but we 
can at least see the next step. ll his sur- 
prises kept in store for his trusting children 
are filled with richer blessings than any of us 
could ask or think. We can always be sure 
of him, whatever else may be uncertain. 

Several times in our lesson to-day it is 
made plain that the people were led to un- 
derstand the law of God. It was read to 
them so that they could understand it, and 


ouses of Siloam 
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was caplatae’ carefully. Later in the book 
of Nehemiah, over in the tenth chapter, 
there is the story of an agreement that the 
meri made to keep the law and to obey its 

tions. That is the next step after un- 
derstanding. , 


UNDERSTAND THE LAW 


None of us in this school lacks opportunity 
to’know what God’s law is. We are learn- 
ing constantly about his will, but is it enough 
to understand itand to knowit? No, we 
must ——?. Yes, we must obey that law. 
Not grudgingly, not as if we were driven to 
it, but with joy and praise and sincere glad- 
ness of heart. The law is right out of the 
heart of God’s love, . Is our obedience to- 
day springing like a fountain out of our heart 
of love for God? Let us pray that this may 
be so with every one of us, 


PHILADELPHIA. 























Department Helps | 


The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING.—God’s people love 
to know and do what God’s Word 
teaches. - 

Introduction.—Let us write upon the 
board the different things that we do in Sun- 
day-school. (Conduct an informal conversa- 
tion concerning getting ready and hearing 
the church bells ring: 


**Come, come, people come, 
This the bells’ message to me, to you."’) 


It is God’s day when we gather in God’s 
house, to study God’s Word. Write, as 
the children suggest. We sing, pray, 
give offerings, welcome others, repeat Bible 
verses, and hear a Bible story, and we do 
have'a happytime. During the week we try 
to do what God’s Word teaches. 

Lesson Story.—Long, long ago it was holi} 
day time in Jerusalem, Our holidays are 
very near. They begin with ? (Christ- 
mas eve) and last over ? (New Year’s) 
—eight happy days. In Jerusalem, so long 
ago, they had no Christmas, but Ezra and 
Nehemiah planned for an eight days’ holiday 
for their people, to begin on their New 
Vear’s day with a happy service, something 
like our Sunday-school. Instead of bells, 
they used trumpets when they called the 
people together. 

The walls had been finished safe and 
strong. Inside the wall, near the water 
gate, was a broad place, where many people 
could gather. They built a high platform or 
pulpit of wood, on which Ezra and his help- 
ers might stand, so that the crowds of people 
could see and hear. Ezra had a wonderful 
scroll, or copy cf God’s Laws, which he was 
to read, (Show a model scroll.) Men and 
women came, also the children who could 
understand the reading. (Show your Bible, 
and have one child point out the word 
**Holy’”’ on it.) When Ezra opened his 
scroll, all the people stood to honor God’s 
holy Word. Let your class do the same as 
you reverently read Psalm 119: 105, and then 
sing : 

‘Holy, Holy, Holy,—Holy is the Lord, 

Holy is his dear name, Holy is his Word."’ 

(Carols, Leyda Bros., Chicago, 25 cents.) 

Before the reading the people lifted their 
hands and bowed their heads, and worshiped, 
while Ezra prayed and blessed the Lord, the 
great God, as we do. 








** Before my words of praise are said, 
I close my eyes, and bow my head, 
That I may think to whom I pray, 
And I may mean the words I say.”’ 


(Offer a short, definite prayer.) When the 
prayer was over, the people said, ‘‘ Amen.” 
(The meaning of this word may be explainéd, 
on the basis: of Dr. Mackie’s 2d paragraph 
in this issue.) They were so interested in 
Ezra’s reading from God’s Word that they 
listened from early morning until noon. 
(Show the pictures.) 

After the reading, Ezra’s helpers left the 
platform and went around among the people 
to explain the meaning and to answer their 
questions, (Repeat or read v. 8.) 

I think they must have needed lunch by 
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Tarbell Efficiency 


@ Did you ever ask the Sunday-school teacher who uses 


7thYer TARBELL’S 1912 
TEACHERS’ GUIDE 


To the INTERNATIONAL S. S. 


. By MARTHA TARBELL, Ph.D. 

.@ The personality and force of ‘this successful teacher 
and student of pedagogy is shared by every teacher 
using ‘‘ TARBELL’s TeacuErs’ GuIDE."’ 

@, Dr. Martha Tarbell has spared neither effort nor 
labor to secure every side-light available that lends 
~ freshness.and vividness to each lesson. 

Primary Teachers! 

Junior and Intermediate! 

Senior and Bible Class! ae ‘ 

@, Every class of teachers will find a wealth of infor- 

mation along all lines, showing how to’study, what 
to teach, with stories, missionary topic, map, etc. 

Margaret gays: “ Exceedingly suggestive and helpful. I know of noth- 44-99 NET - 

Jj. H. Jowett, M.A, says: “ Exceedingly well done. Of very great service to $1. postpaid $1.15 


5. S. ‘Teachers. 
The Ever Popular Help Each Year More Successful 


For reliability, aptness of exposition | A steadily increasing demand tells 
and spiritual suggestion, the story of ‘‘ Gist” supremacy 


The PRACTICAL COMMENTARY | THE GIST OF THE LESSON 


on the Sunday School Lessons is not merely a book of “‘notes,’’but is packed 
is already well known. Containing hints to | with seed thoughts for study and medita- 
teachers, illustrations, blackboard exercises, | tion. To carried in one’s pocket, utiliz- 
questions, maps, etc., it has for many years ing were moments anywhere, gverywnere. 
supplied the need for a all-round com- Wondrously complete.” — Christian Jn- 
mentary at a popular price. telligencer. 



















The 
| cided by a unanimous resolution to use the 
text of the American Standard Bible inthe 
, Uniform.and,new Graded Sunday School Les- 


--sons because it is more true to the original and 
is ig less explanation than any other. 

t is, therefore, used by the Sunday School 
| periodicals published by the great denomina- 
_tional publishing houses and The Sunday 
“School Times, and.is also the standard text | 
book for Bible Study Classes, Colleges, Uni- 
versities, and ‘Theological Seminaries. 


The American Standard Bible has now been before the public 
for ten years, and it continues to win Ce goa favor, faster than any 
translation before -it-ever did. e demand is so great that the pub- 
lishers have made this version in eight sizes of type and over 200 styles 
of binding so as to meet every want. Prices from 35 cents up. 


JUST PUBLISHED 


The Heart of the Bibl 


For Young People, Parents and Teachers . . 
Edited by ELLA BROADUS ROBERTSON 


This book gives a Complete grasp of the whole Bible and tells all the principal stories 
and events of the Bible in their historical order, told in the language of the Bible itself, 
using the text of the AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION. 

fe also contains a bird's-eye view of the Old Testament with illuminative headings and 
a Bridge from the Old ‘Testament to the New. 

Printed from large easy-reading type, with 8 full-page colored illustrations and 16 full- 
page black and white illustrations. Size, 5x7% inches. 

Bound in cloth, attractive cover, $1.00 net. 
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this time, before they listened to Nehemiah 
the governor, who preached a sort of sermon. 

Read 9 and 10.) Some of them wept when 
they knew that they had broken some of 
God’s laws. (Repeat with the children the 
first clause of commandments one to five.) 
Ezra and Nehemiah taught that, ‘‘The law 
of the Lord is perfect,’’ and the people prom- 
ised to obey and to live as they should. 

Nehemiah wanted it to be a happy time, 
so he said, ** The joy of the Lord is your 
strength,’’ and dismissed them, telling the 
people to keep the day holy, to be happy 
and joyful, and to share their good things 
with the poor, who had nothing. (Suggest 
here what you expect to do as a class to pro- 
vide Christmas cheer for the poor, ) 

Next day the people gathered to hear Ezra 
read some more from God’s Word, and they 
learned that once overy year God wanted the 
people to live out of doors for a week, in 
booths made out of branches, This would 
help them to remember the time when God 
led their great-grandfathers from Egypt, and 
they lived in tents during the long journey, 
When the people heard this, it must have 
seemed like a happy picnic to go to the hills 
and mountains to gather branches of olive, 
myrtle, palm, and thick trees. Surely the 
children enjoyed it. They used all sorts of 
places for the booths—the flat roofs of houses, 
or the yards, and others put them in the 
broad places of the streets, or near the gates. 
The city must have looked like a forest of 
trees, and it was like camping out for a 
week, ‘There was very great > endl dur- 
ing the seven days of the feast. Every day 
they gathered to hear Ezra read some more 
from God’s Word. 

On the last day of the feast of booths they 
had a beautiful service. Perhaps they sang : 

~“** Praise ye the Lord, oh, give thanks unto the 
Lord, 
For he is good, for he is good ; 
Praise ye him, Praise ye him. 
Amen! Amen! 
(Carols.) 

Home Work.—Tell your parents about 
the happy days which Ezra and Nehemiah 
eaewng Each day sing or repeat a favorite 

unday-school song or verse. 


Cuicaco, ILL. 





My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


THE POWER OF THE BIBLE 
I. In David's Day. 
II. In Ezra's Day. 
Itt, In Paul's Day. 
IV. In Our Day. 


| N SCHOOL do you use the same geogra- 
phy that your mother or grandmother 
used? The same history? Why not? 
What would be the effect of using old-fash- 
ioned text-books? Why will not the old 
ones answer the purpose? I know a ‘“‘text- 
book,’’ parts of which are over two thousand 
ag ol¢ and other parts three thousand, yet 
t is not o}4-fashioned. We are using it in 
this cless to-day. Why does not the Bible 
become old-fashioned? We shall study to- 
day the reason why, 

David lived about one thousand years be- 
fore Christ. Let us see what he thought of 
the Scriptures then, We read and marked 
Psalm 19 : 7, 8. What does it mean to re- 
store mone7 or be restored to health? What 
did David mean when he said the law of 
Jehovah restores the soul? How do you 
suppose he knew? What, then, was the 
power of the word of Jehovah? What made 
it so powerful ? 

Five hundred years after this, Ezra and 
Nehemiah again use the old Book, Could 
they have used the New Testament? Hesi- 
tancy in answering this question made it 
necessary *o explain something of our Bible’s 
growth. Nehemiah has finished what great 
building operation ?—and Ezra finds the old 
** text-book ’* the best one for his ‘‘ school.”’ 
Where did Ezra have his school? (Here 
followed the details of the lesson-story.) 
Who attended tthe class? Who was the 
teachers Where did he stand? Why? 
How many assistants had he? What. did 
they do? What was the text-book? How 
long was this first session? How did these 
**pupils’’ behave? Why did the people 
stand? How did they respond? I ex- 
pained the meaning of ‘* Amen,”’ and the 
gitls suggested reasons for its repetition. 
We noted that the first effect was weeping 


| 
and sorrow, and we judged the reason. But 
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then followed explanation and understand- 
ing which turned sorrow into rejoicing. 
When an entire nation voluntarily turned to 
mat desiring to know his will, the 

nowledge of the joy of Jehovah—that he 
was well pleased—had what great effect on 
them? An important part of their “ appre- 
ciation service’’ was to share their good 
things with the less fortunate. 


For how long did this teaching continue? 
What effect had it? We noted that they 
were more conscientious in the performance 
of their duties toward Jehovah, Had the 
power of Jehovah’s word failed or decreased 
in that five hundred years? How had it 
restored the soul of the Israelites ? 


Five hundred years more and Paul, an 
apostle of Jesus Christ, shows us the unfail- 
ing power still at work. Read Romans 
15 : 4.and 2 Timothy 3 : 16, 17. Another evi- 
dence is the conversion of the Ethiopian. 

Nineteen hundred years have passed since 
then. Is the power of Jehovah’s word as 
effectual to-day? I had with me the res 
fifth Annual Report of the American Bible 
Society (Bible House, New York City), and 
explained briefly the object- of this splendid 
organization. From it, on page 358, Maud 
read of the power of the Bible in converting 
a Japanese, and I read one instance from 
Korea, page 346. Why, therefore, does not 
the Bible become old-fashioned ? 


Has your Bible been a power to you? 
Has it ever restored your soul? There are 
two ways to read-the Bible: Know its plan, 
its. authors, its history, its biographies, its 
poetry, etc. This satisfies us intellectually. 
But to restore the soul we must take it as 
spiritual food,—take it regularly and not too 
much at a time, lest we do not digest thor- 
oughly the personal message. When this is 
absorbed into our daily lives, greater spiritual 
force results, Have you been missing this 
power for spiritual growth? Let us all ap- 
preciate and use our Bible more. Those 
who feed upon Jehovah’s word to-day will 
find, as those Israelites did through study of 
the Law, that the joy of Jehovah will be their 
strength, and more conscience will be put 
into homely little daily duties, for Jesus’ sake. 








Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


Read and write from memory Psalm 19: 7. 
Tell how this power has been shown in the 
past and to-day. 

Read Malachi 1: 1-5. Malachi was writ- 
ten about the time of Ezra, How had 
Malachi explained Jehovah:s love to them? 

Read Malachi 1: 6-14. How had the 
people shown that they despised Jehovah 
and his temple ? 

Read Malachi 2: 10-16. Why had Jeho- 
vah forbidden these heathen marriages ? 

Read Malachi 2:17 te 3:6. How did 
Malachi answer the complaints that good and 
bad were treated alike ? 

Read Malachi 3:7 to 4:6. How had 
the Israelites been robbing God? | What 
were tithes? (Gen. 28 : 22.) 

Review Malachi 3: 7t04: 6. What three 
evils did Malachi try to check? What an- 
swer have you when people point out pros- 
perous wicked people ? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Your Class of Boys 
And One New Pian Every Week 
By Amos R. Wells 


WRITTEN test on the lessons of the past 
few weeks will make the best introduc- 
tion to this lesson, Dictate the follow- 

ing questions, the boys writing the answers 
as you dictate. Do not pause Jong, but 
repeat at the closé any question called for. 
The exercise will not take many minutes. 

*¢ 1, Who led the first party back from exile ? 
2. Who laid the foundation for the second 
temple? 3. Wholed the second party back 
from the exile? 4. Who re-established earn- 
est worship in Jerusalem? 5. Who led the 
third party back from exile? 6. Who rebuilt 
the wall of Jerusalem? 7. Who led the opposi- 
tion to the rebuilding of the wall? & Who 
refused an armed escort for his return to Jeru- 
salem? 9. Who accepted one? 10. Which 
of these leaders had been a cupbearer to the 
king? Which was a scribe ?”’ 

You asked the boys in their home work to 
prepare lists of correspondences between 











LESSON FOR DEC. 17 (Neh. 8) 





ROWELL'S NEW BOOKS 


CHOSEN DAYS IN SCOTLAND "By Josephine H. Short 
A comprehensive, entertaining guide to noted historic, literary, _ 
and romantic regions in Scotland, the Orkneys, and-Skye. — 

32 full-page photographs. 8vo. $2.00 net. Post. 20c, 


POEMS OF FRIENDSHIP Edited by J. R. Howard | 


An admirable anthology containing the very essence of verse on 
the grand subject of Friendship. Photogravure frontispiece. 
12mo, cloth. $1.00 net. Limp leather, $1.50 net. Post. 10¢. 


THE BEAUTY OF SELF-CONTROL By J. R. Miller, DD. 


A clear, sinceré, and convincing book built up on the text that 

‘*A temper under control, a voice cheerful with hope, and'a_ =! 

countenance bright with kindness are invaluable possessions,’’ 
12mo0, cloth. $1.00 net. Post. 10c. 












SELF-INVESTMENT By Orison Swett. Marden 


Seventeen chapters of splendid inspiration and practical help 
along the line of self-culture. 12mo. $1.00 net. Post. 10c. 


LEARNING TO LOVE - By J. R. Miller, D.D.. 


An attractive booklet, showing that the key to the lesson of lov- 
ing is unselfishness. (Colored illustrations. 50c. net. Post. 6c. 


RAINIER OF THE LAST FRONTIER By John M. Dean 


A brilliantly éxecuted piece of fiction. ‘‘An enthusiastic trib- 

ute to the work of the Young Men’s Christian Association in the 

Philippines.’’—.Springfield Republican. 
Colored frontispiece. i12mo. 


$1.20 net. Post. 10c. 


LIFE OF GRANT FOR BOYS AND GIRLS By Warren Lee Goss 


An authoritative, entertainingly written biography, well worth 
reading and owning. 16 illustrations. 8v0o. $1.50 postpaid 


THOMAS Y. CROWELL COMPANY, New York 
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Tue BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE INSTITUTE 


OF CANTON, OHIO 


Offers Ministers, Sunday-school Officials, Teachers, Parents and Bible Stu- 
‘dents everywhere an exceptional opportunity to prepare themselves for any 
line of Christian activity. 

Thousands who cannot spare the time and money to attend a college can 
thus obtain, at small expense, a full course of 


BIBLE STUDY BY MAIL 


in theirown homes, The five volumes shown here cover the subjects of Old 
Testament History, New Testament History, Bible Geography, Bible Outlines, 
and The Life of Christ and Harmony of the Gospels. 

, As the Sunday-school lessons for 
1912 are in the Gospels, Sunday- 
school teachers will find these text- 
books an invaluable aid in teaching 
the lessons. 








Read what the ministers of Canton | 


Say: COMMENDATIONS 

‘For home study, for teacher-training, 
and as a practical working know: of» 
the English Bible, I know nothing 
than the Bible Study Course prepared by 
Dr. E. S. Young."'— Chas. W. Recard, Pastor 
First U. B. Church, Canton, O..° - . 

**I have carefully examined the series of 
Bible Studies prepared by Rev, E. S. Young, 
and am glad of the opportunity of com- 
mending them to Christian: people every- 
where. The a 9 ang are clear, the maps 
are distinct, and they are entirely free from 
all doctrinal bias.""—G. 2, Jackson, Pastor 
First Presbyterian Church, Canton, O. 

‘*One who pursues such a course as Dr. 
Young offers will have a most excellent 
inowiedge of the Book of Books."’"—?. 4. 
Welshimer, Pastor First Christian Church, 
Canton, O. 

**I have used Dr. Young’s course teach- 
ing in Dallas College, and for two years in 
Bible classes in my church, and consider 
this system among the best for Christian 
workers,’ — JN. Ww Sager, Pastor U. E£. 
Church, Canton, O. 

Two courses by mail are open to students. They may begin at any time ; 
but those who start now, secure advance preparation on Sunday-school lessons 
for 1912. For full information, address 


E. S. YOUNG, D.D., PRESIDENT BIBLE STUDENT CO. 
Box 2, Canton, Ohio 
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Ezra’s Bible meeting and our modern Sunday- 
school, From the boys’ lists you will form a 
model list, using a blackboard or a large sheet 
of paper. It may be like this: ‘*‘ Every one 
invited. Superintendent, Ezra, Assistant 
superintendents, Mattithiah and_ eleven 
others, Bible reading. Platform, Teachers, 
Jeshua and twelve others and the Levites. 
‘The opening prayer. The contribution.”’ 

Next you will form in the same way a list 
of the points of unlikeness: ‘* Faces'to the 
ground. Weeping. Feasting. Booths. 
An eight-day continuous session.’? While 
forming these lists you will have gone over the 
lesson quite thoroughly, 


This Week’s Novelty.—Take a small copy 
of the Bible (preferably one very nicely 
bound), show it to the boys, and tell them 
that this book is to be placed on a throne, to 
signify the rule it has over the hearts and 
livesofmen. You will have prepared a series 
of boxes or wooden blocks, progressively 
smaller, so that when piled up they will make 
the pyramidal steps of a miniature throne, 
Cover them with gilt paper, or use gold paint. 

The first step of the throne, the largest box 
or block, will be placed in position. It will 
have, painted plainly on its front, the word, 
** Reverence.” Ask the boys how reverence 
for the Book was shown in Ezra’s Sunday- 
school, and then how we should show rever- 
ence for it in our Sunday-schools and at home. 

The next step will be marked ‘* Study.” 

The boys will tell how the Bible was studied 
in Ezra’s school, and how we -should study 
the Bible to-day, with our far better facilities. 
The Bible will not rule our lives unless we 
study and understand it. 

The third step is marked ‘* Obedience.’’ 
The boys will tell what deeds of kindness the 
Hebrews performed in obedience to the Bible, 
and how they obeyed it by living in booths, 
and about the later reforms in- obedience to 
the law of God described in the last chapter 
of Nehemiah. The boys will name some 
Bible commands that apply to their own lives. 

The fourth step of the throne will be marked 
‘* Beauty.’’ Ask the bovs totell you all they 
can about the beauty of the Bible—how it 
contains the world’s most wonderful poetry, 
noblest stories, finest history, grandest ora- 
tions, most marvelous letters. Read some 





lovely passage, such as one of the psalms. 
And this beauty of the Bible makes beautiful 
all that study it—if they let it. 

The fifth step is **;Wisdom.’’ The Bible is 
full of the highest philosophy, dealing with 
the most important and magnificent theme:. 
Ask the boys to name some of the Bible books 
that discuss great problems of thought, such 
as Job, Ecclesiastes, Isaiah, Jeremiah, John, 
Romans, Ephesians. A genuine Bible stu- 
dent, even if he studied no other book, would 
become a deep thinker. 

The sixth step is ‘* Power.’’ Draw from 
the boys some of the facts regarding the power 
of the Bible. Theleading nations of the earth 
base their civilization uponit. The world’s 
most powerful men have revered it. Its 
ideals are those that are becoming dominant 
in modern history—freedom, brotherhood, 
peace. 

The seventh step is ‘‘ Authority.’’ Ask 
the boys whence comes the Bible’s control 
over men’s lives and the conduct of nations. 
It is because it is God’s Word, and not man’s. 
It is entirely different from ordinary books 
and ordinary laws, 

The eighth and last step is marked ‘‘Su- 
premacy.’’ Ask the boys to name some of the 
other bibles of the world, the religious books 
of other nations—the Koran, the sayings of 
Confucius, the stories of Booddha, etc. 
None of them compare for a minute with the 
Bible in wisdom, beauty, and power. Speak 
of the progress of Christian missions, and 
show how all these bibles and the religions 
back of them are fading away before the one 
supreme Book. 

With this, place the Bible oa top of the 
throne you have erected, and then have the 
class repeat in concert Psalm 119 : 9-16, say- 
ing the verses after you, a sentence at a time. 
You may also copy on a large sheet of paper 
some poem on the Bible, such as Hodder’s 
‘*Thy Word is like a garden, Lord,’’ and 
have the boys read it in concert. Close with 
a prayer that the blessed Volume may become 
indeed the light of every life in the class. 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


Learn what you can about Malachi from 
the Bible dictionary or the encyclopedia. 


Read Malachi 3and4. Mark the parts you 





do not understand. What sins does Malachi 
rebuke in these chapters? Make a list of 
them. Underscore the promises that seem 
to you most helpful. Compare the last verse 
of the Old Testament with the last verse of 
the New Testament. 

Boston. 
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The Adult Bible Class 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


The Adoption by all Judah of the Law 
which Ezra Proclaimed: the Birth- 
day of Judaism (Neh. 8-10). 


CONDUCTING THE CLASS SESSION. 


UCH of the difference of opinion by 
various authorities in regard to the 
details of the events chronicled in the 

books of Ezra and Nehemiah is due to the tan- 
talizing silence of their annals. Of the years 
between the journey of Ezra to Judza and 
the first journey made by Nehemiah we know 
nothing. We are equally in the dark as to 
the causes of the renewal of Ezra’s public 
activity. His re-entrance upon the scene is 
as abrupt as was his exit. 

Hunter conjectures that the revival of deep 
religious feeling which would naturally ac- 
company the patriotic enthusiasm called forth 
by the building and dedication of the walls, 
and which would be consistent with a pride 
of race and independence of spirit, was the 
secret of Ezra’s reappearance. It led to a 
spontaneous demand for that which Ezra 
could best furnish, and drew him at once 
from his seclusion. 

The last clause of the last verse of chapter 
7 informs us that the time of the great gath- 
ering was the seventh month. On the first 
day (8:2), one of the great days of the 
sacred calendar, when a great throng of peo- 
ple had come up to Jerusalem, an appeal 
went forth to Ezra to read the Law in public. 
The quickened conscience of the people de- 
manded enlightenment. They longed to 
know just where they stood spiritually and 
religiously. How long did the great throng 
stand with patient reverence listening to the 
reading of the Law? Half an hour seems 





to measure the average limit of modern at- 
tentiveness to sacred things; our fathers 
could endure sermons or readings of more 
than an hour’s duration. These Jews were 
willing to listen for a very long morning ! 

It was a unique and impressive service 
that was held that day in the open air. A 
pulpit was provided for Ezra which made 
him visible to all the multitude. On either 
side of him were fellow-scribes, and at chosen 
positions, here and there amidst the great 
throng, stood still others to act as inter- 
preters, . 

When Ezra reverently opened the sacred 
scroll, the great assembly stood upright. 
Then he prayed, offering thanks to God for 
his goodness to Israel, to which the people 
fervently responded with loud amens, lifting 
up their hands, then kneeling and bowing 
their heads to the ground (8 : 5, 6). 

Then followed the public reading of the 
Law for hours, many Levites assisting Ezra 
to enable the people to comprehend what 
was read, The vast throng hung on the 
sacred words, breathlessly intent. At timés 
they could not restrain their emotions (8 : 9). 
They realized most vividly how far their 
everyday life was from being in accordance 
with the requirements of the Law. As 
Hunter says, if Ezra had read the curses of 
the covenant (Deut. 28 : 15-46),— those 
frightfully comprehensive and specific male- 
dictions,—the people would have seen in 
them a reflex of what had actually happened 
in their own day. 

But Nehemiah did not allow the emotion- 
alism of the moment to override his calm 
judgment. He did not encourage the out- 
burst of grief and fear. ‘The people needed 
cheering up instead. Sohestepped forward 
as governor and friend of the people and 
gave them memorable advice. He bade 
them make this great day a day, not of weep- 
ing, but of rejoicing. He would have them 
look forward, not backward, not wasting 
their strength in vain grief over their past 
disobedience, but conserving it for practical 
use, 

On the next day the reading continued, 
but to a smaller audience, representatives of 
both priesthood and laity. Perhaps Ezra 


( Continued on next page) 
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(Continued from preceding page). 

came to the conclusion that he must thor- 
oughly instruct the chiefs of the people in 
/ to insure an adequate public adoption 
| of the Law. 
, _ What particular command of the Law (in 

Levitieus) relating to the proper keeping of 
the autumn festival of ‘labernacles did they 
discover (Neh. 8: 14) and proclaim? What 
was the response of the people? How long 
did the feast last? How were the days pre- 
dominantly spent? The occasion was made 
memorable by the deep impression thus made 
concerning the breadth and value of the Law 
upon the Jewish mind. 

Two days after the final, ‘‘ great day of 
the feast,’’ there was another great assembly 
of the people. ‘This time it was in attire 
suitable to a day of fasting and humiliation 
(Neh. 9:1). Ezra had probably summoned 
all Judah for this gathering. He felt that 
the time had come for the specific steps of 
reform for which he had battled and prayed. 

The first step taken by the manenkty was 
the elimination of every one who was not a 
Jew by blood (9: 2). Israel was to be by 
itself. For a quarter of the day the Law 
had been read; for another quarter the peo- 
ple gave themselves to confession and wor- 
ship, led by the Levites (vs. 3-5). 

ight at this point, according to the Greek 
Version of the Old Testament, Ezra stepped 
forward and made the confession of sin on 
behalf of the people, which is quoted in 
Nehemiah 9: 6-31, It is a prayer of peni- 
tence, reviewing God’s relations with his 
people, It closed with a burst of supplica- 
tion and acknowledgment (vs. 32-35) and a 
pledye of renewed loyalty (vs. 36-38). 

The people were ripe for promising obe- 
dience to the Law, Ezra was ready for 
them with a covenant which bound the peo- 
ple to a specific and minute observance. 
‘This covenant was to be signed by, or on 
behalf of, every member of the Jewish com- 
munity. Its essential details are given in 
10 : 29-39. 

It meant nothing less than a social and 
religious revolution. ‘This was undertaken 
gladly because the Law had taken deep hold 

upon the people. ‘The earnest and obedient 
study of the Bible will always transform 
carelbensitind | ignorance, and selfishness into 
devotion. 

‘Thus the law was formally adopted as 
Israel’s rule of life. Judaism had its birth- 
day. ‘The people set themselves to the task 
of living up to every one of its demands. 
They excluded from their community all but 
such faithful ones, ‘* When the Jewish 
people, under Judas the Maccabee, emerged 


What had been the effect of a half-century 
of neglect upon the Jews ? 

3. His Declarations Regarding God. (4. 
What three attributes of God does M: 


defend ? 

4. His Criticism SS = People. (5.) Of 
what had vy Baa n guilty? (6.) What 
yt ar of evil-doers did he mention specific- 
ally? . 

5. The Judgment to Come. (7.) What 
separation would then take place? (8.) How 


was victory to be realized ? 
WASHBURN COLLEGE, TopeKA, KAN, 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, December 17, 1911. 


A Missionary Journey Around the World. 
XII. Missions in the West Indies 
(2 Cor. 12 : 1-15). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.— Power for the needy (Matt. 9 : 6-8). 
‘luks,—Life for the dead (John =? 24-26). 


WED.— —" to captives (2 Cor. 3: 16- 
18). 

‘THUXS.—The dry bones (Ezek. : I-42). 

FrI.—The acceptable year (Luke 4: 18, 








19). 
Sa'r.—Harvest at last (Gal. 6 : 9, 10). 





Tell of what has been done in the West Indies, 


What are some effects of the gospel in a new 
land ? 


How may our society aid West Indian mis- 
sions? 


CCORDING to the most recent mission- 
ary atlas, published as one fruit of the 
Edinburgh Missionary Conference by 

the Student Volunteer Movement, the best 
atlas of missions ever published, there are 
23 missionary societies at work in the West 
Indies, outside of Cuba and Porto Rico. 

“ 

Jamaica is one of the oldest of the West 
Indian mission fields. Soon after the island 
came into Great Britain’s possession in 1655 
it was divided into parishes with church 
privileges for the English planters. It wasa 
century or more before the Church of Eng- 
land began much work for the negro or slave 
population. In 1870 the Anglican Church 
was disestablished and a larger religious 





from long obscurity, it bore the character in- 
delibly stamped upon it by the two men 
whose work we have been tracing.’’ 

Books THat May Be Reap, 

Kent’s ‘* Historical and Biographical Nar- 
ratives’’ arrange the material of these chap- | 
ters in a historical order. It is an order, 
however, to which many other authorities 
take exception. George Adam Smith’s 
| ** Jerusalem’? (Vol. II, pp. 343-366) dis- 
| cusses the character and value of the Judaism | 
|founded by Ezra, Hunter’s ‘* After the 


very clearest books on the period. Wade’s | 
**Old Testament History’? (pp. 483- -484) | 
has a good note. 


DaiLy HoME WorkK ON Next LEssoNn. 


The Lesson for December 2g is on 
Book of Malachi. 


Monday.—Read Malachi 1: 1-5. God’s | 
love proved by the contrast between Israel’s 
history and that of Edom. 

T -—Read Mal. 1 : 6-14. The peo- 
ple accused of dishonoring God, to whom | 
even the heathen do reverence. 

;| Wednesday.—Read Malachi 2: 1-9. The | 
priests accused of breaking their covenant | 
and debasing their high office. 

-—Read Malachi 2: 10-16. The | 
people accused of treachery to one another. 

Friday.—Read Malachi 2:17 to 3: 6. 


the | 








Saturday.—Read Malachi 3: 7-12. An 
appeal to be generous in paying the tithes to | 
Jehovah. 
Sunday.—Read Malachi 3 : 13 to 4: 6. | 


| The righteous judgments of God in his day. | 


| THe Next Lesson OUTLINED FoR STUDY. 
| The Prophet Malachi. (1.) How much | 
| do we know from the Bible about. the writer 
en. | of this book? (2.) Why is the date of the | 
prophecy assigned to a time just before or 
just after Ezra’s expedition ? 
2. The Situation He Confronted. 





(3) | 


liberty recognized. The Moravians were 
the first to begin work forthe negroes. Next 
came the Wesleyans, the English Baptists, 
the Scotch Presbyterians, the -English Con- 
| gregationalists, the American Friends, and 
| others, There are 138, 333 church-members 
in Jamaica. 
bd 


Of the work in Hayti and Santo Domingo 
the English Wesleyan Methodist Missionary 
Society reports : 

Our Mission began in 1817 and prospered 


Exile” (Vol. II, pp. 183 ff.) is one of the | greatly. Unhappily, the Romish priests stirred 


up their followers, and a fierce persecution 
tae it necessary to abandon the work for a 
time. An assistant missionary — Dennis 

| eu ot a converted Haytian—kept the little 











| band of converts together, until, in 1834, | 


| John Tindall was sent to re-open the station. 


| Four years later Mark B. Bird, from Jersey, 


commenced his forty years’ ministry in the 
island ; Bird College, Port-au-Prince, a lead- 


ing educational institution of the ov 


preserves his memory 


Several members of the island governments | 


; are members of our church, especially in 
Hayti, where the ex-chancellor of the exche- 
quer, judges of the supreme courts, and the 
| director of the National Lycee are local 
preachers; and leading senators, deputies, 


| barristers, lawyers, professors, and medical 


| men, together with officers of the army and 


| Navy, are to be found in our congregations. 


The Lesser Antilles include a large num- 
| ber of islands east and Southeast of Porto 
Rico. Trinidad and the Barbados are the 
| most important of them. There are in the 


| islands 186 foreign missionaries and 80,787 


church-members, 

‘The Bahamas consist of a chain of small 
islands lying to the east and southeast of Flor- 
ida, some twenty only being inhabited. One of 
| these—St. Salvador—was the first land seen 

( Continued on next page) 
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GILT EDGE the only ladies’ sh 
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ladies’ and children’s boots and shoes, shines 
wi t rubbing, 25c. ‘* French Gloss ,’’ zoc. 
DANDY combination for « and polishing 
all kinds of Fusast or tan fog 5c.“Star’ size,roc. 
sy * combination for gentlemen who take 
pride in having their shoes look A-1. Restores 
color and lustre to all black shoes. Polish with a 
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full size package. 
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Consecrated 
Christian Women 
Wanted 


** The fields are already white unto harvest.’’ You 
must not y 0s the Lord of the Harvest empty- BY, 
Have you lon for an opportunity to do something for 
the Master? ould you like to have a part in lifting 

y women to lives of purity and to Christ? Only 
women between twenty and eee Beving a definite 
Christian experience, can in the special de- 
peteneet for wo twenty-five (25) 3 workers are just 


wi t the reward 
Socantber will be great. 
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The Cross-Reference Bible 
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THE PRAISE PUB. COMPANY 
611 Lippincott Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 

















"HELPS TO PRAYER” 


DO THE MEMBERS OF YOUR CLASS PRAY IN PRIVATE 7 
“HELPS To PRAVER” HAVE HELPED MANY To PRAY. 
EXPLAINS THE —WHY, WHEN, WHERE & HOW —OF PRAYER 
EXCELLENT AS A CHRISTMAS OR BIRTHDAY GIFT. 
PRINTED IN TWO COLORS (PUBLISHED WITHOUT PROFIT) 
20¢ PER DOL. 9125 PER 100. 
REV RALPH S. MASON, HAMILTON. CANABA. 








§ fo Public Worship, Private Devotion 

$i Personal Ministry. A Complete 

le Ye votion. This book is helpful to all, for home 

a public use. Cloth, gold stamp, postpaid to an 7 
dress, $1.00. M.E. Munson, Pub. -» 77 Bible House, 





When answering advertisements, 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


please 




















LESSON FOR DEC. 17 (Neh. 8) 


( Continued from coccerine page) 
Columbus when seeking the *‘ new world ” 
kaon The Bahamas were then peopled 
ps dhe gp Pee eee ee number of 
soon tran to the 

net Mexico and The 
abandoned were formally annexed to England 

by Sir Testbeey Ga Gilbert in 1578. 

packers mrrncet 
lecgest tose ndian islands and 
Pb tbo Recent poe yo ae 
Porto Rico. An excellent missionary ac- 
count of these islands and the work in them 
is Dr. Grose’s ‘* Advance in the Antilles,’’ 
ublished by. the . Missionary Education 
ovement, formerly known as the Young 

People’s Missionary Movement. 


, % 

Of the work in Cuba, Dr. Grose says: 
“+A tour of the missions in Cuba is some- 
thing that you will never forget, The ex- 
periences are such as could not come to an 
ordinary tourist. Asa Christian visitor from 
America, inspired by the same interest that 
led the American missionaries to the island, 
you are welcomed by the Cuban converts 
with whole-souled hos itality. The best 
they have is yours. al p they feel is 
written in their faces, And in those same 
faces is 1eflected the light of the new-found 
faith. It is not imagination that the expres- 
sion of the Christian Cubans is different from 
that of other Cubans. For one thing, the 
mind has been awakened as well as the 

bots nature quickened. The eye has a 

htness quite uncommon, Then, there is 
a eagerness to hear the preaching, such 
naive curiosity tempered by the native cour- 
tesy, such a hovering about you with sincere 
interest, that you are strongly attracted to 
these people. ”’ 


Porto Rico comes closest to all of us, be- 
cause it is part of the United States and 
already ** American Protestantism is giving 
to the people a veritable and pronounced 
religious and social elevation. After such a 
remarkable advance during the past ten years 
and with such a splendid condition existing 
to-day, we should rightfully expect the near 
future to be heavy with enlargement and 
permanent progress. The next few years 
will witness unprecedented progress along 
educational and industrial lines. But what 
will be the religious, the social, atid the moral 
condition of Porto Rico to-morrow?”’ That 
is the question to which only Christianity 
can make sure that a good answer can be 


given, 
one 


Fidel 7 
( Continued from page 623) 


The afternoon waned. At last we heard 
the runners of the sleigh coming back, sing- 
ing slong the snow with that musical tone 
which retells increasing cold. 
brought out a huge fur coat which he in- 
sisted on wrapping about me. 

**You can send it up by any one of the 
ore teamsters to-morrow,”’ he said. -‘I 
shall not need it to-night. But to know it 
has kept you warm—that will be a great 

’ pleasure to the old man.”’ 

Once again his hand rested on the black 
veil as he held my hat. But now there were 
tears in his eyes, and I could find words to 
§ . 

‘*] shall nover forget what you have said 
to me,” Itold him. ‘I must start East to- 
morrow—I can’t even stay here with you 
and your mountains; but I shall never for- 
get.’? 

‘¢You are going away?’’ I was selfish 
enough to be glad for the tinge of regret in 
his voice. .Onc would not choose to know 


that a sma fellowship could be lightly re- 
linguis “I could wish you could. stay 
in-the ecient, They do not help one to 


forget—oh, no, no! but to remember. You 
will rémember. And when you go away, 
you will not go alone.”’ 


Once again we were driving through the | 
The score of the divine | 


wonderful cafion. 
organ-music had vanished from the slopes | 
above us. 
had Jost the sun, and faded to paler tints of 
violet and silver. But I held. the spray of | 
evergreen tightly clasped under the folds of | 
the great fur coat. We were facing west- | 

ward; and where the cafion walls opened | 

out against the sunset I saw the white prom- | 
ise of the evening star. | 


Omana, NEB. 


Fidel. 


Behind us the timbered crests | 
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The Home Department 


By Mrs. Flora V. Stebbins 
Secretary of the International 
Home Department 





HILLSDALE, MICH.—Inacity toe would 
it be advisable to divide the town wards 
for Home work, rather than to 
have but one worker for the entire city ? 

It most certainly would be better. TI am 
inferring that you are using the township 
plan, as there must be several churches in a 
place of the size you mention. One would 
be needed to act as superintendent of the 
whole work, and then one or more assigned 
each ward to canvass‘and care for members 
gained. With the co-operation of all the 
churches in the place, it ought not to be a 
difficult thing to get workers enough so that 
the superintendent could have two or three 
workers in each ward. Fifty or seventy-five 

le, all interested and working, would be 
infinitely better than just one, no matter how 
well equipped that one might be. 





PITTSBURGH, PA.—How may we more 
closely unite the Home Department with 
our school? Sometimes we feel as though we 
did not porn recognize this important 
branch of our school,—we do fully value it, 
only we hardly know how to show our appre- 
ciation and to make the workers know our 
satisfaction in the work they are doing. 

Perhaps your workers do know and appre- 
ciate your attitude toward the work. An 
observance of the following suggestions may 
help you, if there are those you have not 
already ‘‘observed.’’ The superintendent 
of the Home Department and the secretary 
of the same (if you have such an officer) 
should belong to the executive board of the 
Sunday-school. Care should be taken that 
they have notice of every meeting, and are 
made to feel that their votes count as much 
as any one’s. 

The work of the board is to supervise and 
advise the school as an entity, and‘thus the 
work of each department necessarily comes 
before it. Thus one can easily give the 
Home Department the same interest that 
the other departments receive. 

The school can help make ‘* Home De- 
partment Day’’ a success, as it is now the 
custom to have one Sunday in the year 
specially devoted to the Department. There 
can be a ** Home Department Class ’’ in the 
school where the members can gather who 
are able to visit the sessions of the school 
from time to time. 
the Home*Department is often the teacher 
of this class, and uses entirely the lecture 
method in teaching. A few minutes should 
be given to social intercourse in this class, 
and items of special interest to the church 
and school discussed. 

Hearty sympathetic interest on the part of 
officers and teachers, and the spirit of co- 
| operation, will be quickly felt and responded 
to by the Home Department workers. 





FALL piven. MASS.— Please tell me how I 


can use the thirt ee I nm to devote to 
each call I members to 
the very best ete” I want. to do all the 


oO 
should do, 

The key-note of the Visitor’s office is 
helpfulness. Just how you can be most 
helpful as a Christian woman, sent by your 
Sunday-school to the individual, is the ques- 
tion under consideration. Of course you 
will have to get acquainted with your mem- 
bers, and then be guided by that knowledge, 
but there are some principles to be observed. 

You represent to these members the Sun- 
day-school, Anything you may be able to 
say of the school and the church to magnify 
these and to make them better known will be 
helpful to the individual and be appre- 
ciated by the church. There are always 
items of interest concerning the work that 
| afford scope for helpful conversation. 

Then you are, in a sense, a sort of assistant 
pastor,—you cannot preach, and you might 
not find it advisable to if you could. But 
| you can take notes each Sunday as you listen 





|to the sermon, and just that helpful point 
that impressed you most you can pass on to 
one of your class who you think might be 
| Similarly benefited. Help the member to 
| know your pastor as well as you can. 

In regard to the individual life of the 
members, especially the spiritual life, help 
them to have high ideals, —to be discontented 


( Continued on next page) 
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“TELL ME A STORY!” 


How often have you heard this sweetly insistent request from your children. 
Yes, children all love stories. It is a childish hunger crying aloud which must be 


satisfied. We have all made the familiar rounds in story-telling, from ‘* Cinderella ’’ 
and ‘‘ Jack and the Bean-Stalk ’’ to stories of our own boyhood and girlhood. And 
these stories which are heard with such absorbing interest are never forgotten, Each 


one makes some vivid and vital impression on the retentive little mind and works for 
good or evil in after years. 

Josephine Pollard, the great Sunday-school teacher, loved children and devoted 
the whole of her useful life to the study of how to lay the .foundation for high and 
noble character, 


YOUNG FOLKS’ BIBLE 


Containing the: beautiful stories of the Bible in the simple language of childhood, 
is Josephine Pollard’s great gift to children. The wonderful stories it contains hold 
all that is best for chsracter-building. . Little ones sit by the hour with fascinated 
expression when father or mother reads the story of *‘ Abraham, the Man of Faitl,’’ 
‘* Joseph and his Brethren,’’ ‘‘How Joshua and Jeptha Fought for the Lord,” 
oe the Good Shepherd,” and scores of ether thrilling and interesting stories 
from the Word of God, 


A Priceless Christmas Gift 


This wonderful volume is indeed a priceless Christmas gift for any boy or girl. 
It is not only a pleasure and a delight for the moment but is an instrument of great. 
and untold good for the future. Surely no more acceptable or appropriate Gift 
than this wonderful book could be selected for your boy or girl, 


Christmas Offer 


‘To those sending coupon and nd $2 be- 
fore December 22, we will send copy 
of Young Folks’ Bible in hand- 
some *‘ Library Cloth”’ binding, 
with pure gold stamping, side 
































and back, and with the book SOCIETY 
we will include Free, 1129 Pine Street 
handsome map of Bible ST. LOUIS. MO; 


Lands, size 10x27 ins,, 
printed in four col- 
ors,on fine enam- 
el art paper. 





sf Send me by "Sey ex- 


Press Bible my 
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and ba and free map a Bible 
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ing to your Special Christmas Offer. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


For Universal Service 





The Press and the Bell System 


The power of the individual writer 
is multiplied by the printing press. 
In the same way the power of the 
individual telephone is multiplied by 
the Bell system. In both cases in- 
creased usefulness comes from prog- 
ress towards universal service. 


By means of the press the knowl- 
edge and thoughts of writers are 
spread throughout the land, main- 
taining among all the people the 
common language and the mutual 
understanding which makes for na- 
tional co-operation. 


By means of the Bell system, 
each individual telephone becomes 
connectable with every other tele- 


AMERICAN TELEPHONE ANB TELEGRAPH COMPANY 


phone and each unit in the nation 
is given a personal membership in 
the most highly developed system of 
communication that the world has 
ever seen. 


The press prepares people for 
co-operation; the Bell telephone 
system enables them to really co- 
operate. The press educates people 
separately; the telephone enables 
them to act upon their mutual 
knowledge immediately and at any 
distance. 


By co-operation with telegraph 
and cable systems, universal service 
for communication is being made 
international. 


AND ASSOCIATED COMPANIES 


One Policy 


One System 


Universal Service 





The Sunday School Gines 


Philadelphia, December 2, 1911 


Kntered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
* second-class matter " 


Advertising Rates 


80 cents per line, $11.20 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch),, For 
detailed information address The Religious 
Press Association, 901 Witherspoon Build- 
ing, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States and 
Canada. These rates include postage : 
$1 00 Five or more copies, either to 

, separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 
$1 50 One copy, or any number of 

° copies less than five, $1.50 each, 
One copy, five years, $6.00, 

One free copy addi- 
Free Copies  jionai will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate, 
Tue Sunday ScHoot Tiss Co., Publishers, 

1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





per year, 








X-Mas Presents 


FOR YOUR SCHOLARS 


ee be 


Only 20 cents each 

We sold an immense, quantity of these little 
GOLD. PINS last Christmas. ‘They a 
beautiful present for either boys or giris. 

Books and cards are such common presents that 
they are soon laid aside and forgotten, while these 
beautiful little gold pins will be worn for months 
and be a constant .emind ~ of the Sunday school. 
Special Offer :°12 Gold S. S. Pins for $2.00 

Guaranteed 5 years. Send your order early. 

WHAT OTHERS SAY 

Ortumwa, lowa.—To say we are pleased is put- 
ting it mildly.—Acan Water. 

Ruwromrt Inp.—The children were delighted 
with them.—Mvretie JermMan. 

Mixes Crtv, Mont.—Enclosed find money or- 
der for 102 S, S. Pins. We have decided to give 
them to our school as Christmas presents.— Kev. 
E. M, Carvin. 

COLUMBUS JEWELRY CO. 
Grand Opera Block, - = Columbus, Ohio 
“ The above firm is reliable.” —Rev. Jos. 

CLark, 











Kennedy’s book is not only sane and com- 
gp ut it is sprightly with the facts of 
ife, and luminous in illustrations, It rightly 
combines theory and practise, and is to be 
commended for its avowed pu of meet- 
ing the common needs of the average teacher. 
(W. A. Wilde Co. 75 cents.) 


The Sad Shepherd (By Henry van 
Dyke, D. D.).—Dr. van Dyke’s sure and 
delicate touch is again devoted to a Christ- 
mas story in which a wandering shepherd is 
the central and pre wes a0 figure. You will 
suppose at the outset that you are readin 
the re-telling of the parable of the arédiesl 
son with all the realistic background and de- 
tail that Dr. van Dyke knows so well how to 
use for his literary Purposes 5 and at the end 
of the story, when the sad shepherd takes up 
his battered staff and goes on his way re- 
joicing, you will be more convinced than 
ever, not only that this is the story of the 
prodigal in its deeper meanings, but that it 
is also a blending of that story with a new end- 
ing made possible only by the nativity, and 
the Christ-child in his mother’s arms. The 
story moves from darkness to dawn; and the 
haunting beauty of its realism, with the com- 





(Lesson for DEC. 17) DECEMBER 2, Ig11 


ing of the wandering shepherd into the light 
of a new day and a new resolve, will not 
easily be forgotten, (Scribner’s, 75 cts.) 


A Help to the Study of the Holy 
Spirit (By W. E. Biederwolf).— Man’s 
views and God’s views are not always the 
same ; and the most reverent and devout of 
men oftentimes differ radically among them- 
selves as to what God’s views 


thoughtfully and arene Dr. Bieder- 
wolf's that author has made net 
only a painstaking but successful attempt to 
arrive at the real ‘scriptural truth about the 
Holy Spirit. Every chapter shows patient 
and exhaustive research, both of the Bible 
and of the writings of earnest students of the 
Word, and hundreds of references are given, 
Where opinions differ, the author states the 
various views taken, and testing them by the 
Word draws carefully his own conclusions— 
in simple and popular language. The name, 
advent, personality, deity, sealing, anoint- 
ing, communion, fruit, Wiptism, filling, in- 
tercession, emblems, and resistance of the 
Spirit, are discussed in a helpful and illu- 
minating way, (Revell, 75 cents, net.) 





THE TIME OF TESTING 


Letters from the firing line of the 
Men and Religion Movement 


- By John Marvin Dean 





“ The Movement is solidly on the rails and it is a thing of life! It 
moves. It does what it was designed to do.”” This is the ringing 
word of Fred B. Smith, the campaign leader, after seven weeks of 
campaigning. Mr. Dean is a member of one of the teams of experts, 
and this is the second of a series of letters from the field. He is tovisit 
twenty-four of the ninety cities to be reached by the teams. 


HE Men and Religion Forward Move- 
ment, the product in its preliminary 
stages of such a consecration of brain 

and will and heart on the part of Christian 
leadership of the first rank as the church has 
never before seen, has now met the actuali- 
ties of seven weeks of intense campaigning. 
The method and message have been carried 
by the traveling teams representing the Com- 
mittee of Ninety-seven to Minneapolis, South 
Bend, Des Moines, Grand Rapids, Cedar 
Rapids, Sioux Falls, Detroit, Dallas, Kan- 
sas City, Columbus, Fort Worth, and Louis- 
ville. 

What is the verdict of the keen and ardent 

lovers of Zion and the students of the signs 
of the times? Perhaps the answer is most 
emphatically found in the blunt words of the 
campaign leader, Fred B. Smith, as he stood 
recently before a great audience of Western 
men. . 
‘** At the quiet conference of Bald Eagle 
Lake we trembled lest all our planning and 
all our praying might come to naught. But 
the first weeks have lifted a great dread from 
us all. The Movement is solidly on the rails 
and it is a thing of life! It moves. It does 
wht it was designed to do.’’ 

This is a Saxon way of saying that there 
are thousands of jubilant hearts among the 
friends and leaders and followers of the great 
continental campaign. 

It is hard to explain the quiet intensity, 
the accumulating power of the various Eight- 
Day Campaigns, and the aftermath in every 
city seems to Call for highest thanksgiving, 

** It will be easy to get that $20,000 that 
we need to finish Sunshine Mission,’’ testi- 
fied Ward of Cedar Rapids. ‘The atmos- 
phere is created for Christian liberality.’’ 

** Never before in all the history of our 
city such genuine unity of heart and promise 
of future united activities,’’ write the leaders 
of the local campaign in South Bend. 

** The outstanding fact in Minneapolis is 
unheard of activity for men and boys in the 
local churches,’’ is another cheering word. 

*¢T took an auto at Kansas City and visited 
the five different afternoon Institutes. The 
smallest had over seventy key-men in at- 
tendance—the largest had over two hundred 
and fifty.’’ 

** Now that the smoke of the Eight-Day 
Campaign has cleared away we are getting 
down to real business,’’ writes a Des Moines 
Community Extension Chairman. 





1 have just estimated that, entirely apart 
from the Continental Committee and the 
traveling teams, there are at present not less 
than 20,c00 of America’s busiest men now 
in active committee work in the great sixfold 
strvice of the Movement, 

For the last two weeks I have been de- 
tailed to special work in the Auxiliary Dis- 
trict of Eastern Missouri and Southern 
Illinois, The only international Eight-Day 
Campaign in this district will be held in 
St. Louis, December 3 to 10, But as I 
traveled to Alton, Quincy, Hannibal, De- 
catur, De Soto, Poplar Bluff, Jacksonville, 
and other cities, I was thrilled to find these 
cities moving carefully but steadily on in 
their organization of the work. One of my 
duties has been the signing of delegates for 
the St, Louis campaign. I found that the 
busiest, strongest, and most vital churchmen 
of the section were the ones who responded 
to my call for a sacrifice of time and money. 
I have personally signed about one hundred 
delegates, and if I could return over the 
same route I could sign as many more, I 
think, These have been obtained in only 


seven cities. When I think of the thirty. 


larger centers in this Auxiliary District and 
the hundreds of smaller ones, I feel the 
thrill of a great fellowship. If Cedar Rapids 
could register 460 paid delegates from out- 
side the city, representing 110 cities and 
towns, what ought not St. Louis to witness 
in a few weeks? 

It was interesting to find the mayor of 
Mattoon and his defeated Democratic rival 
both on the list of promised delegates ; also 
the splendid secretary of the progressive 
Commercial Club of Hannibal and the editor 
of the clean, up-to-date Decatur Herald. 
We even arrested the chief of police of 
De Soto, and he has sworn to ‘‘ pull ’’ several 
of his fellow-citizens. Labor union officials 
and bankers, ministers and doctors, seem to 
take equally well to thé opportunities of the 
Movement, 

If thronged mass-meetings and intense 
institutes and reorganized local churches 
and bee-hive committees and rejoicing min- 
isters and restored backsliders and saved 
souls mean anything as evidence in the test- 
ings of the Kingdom, then the readers of 
The Sunday School Times may say with 
Cyrus Northrup of Minnesota, ** This Move- 
ment evidences the striking of a great hour 
in the history of the Church of God.”’ 
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‘¢Dr. Beeching, the new Dean of Norwich, has pronounced in 
favor of a fresh revision of the English Bible, one which will adhere 
more closely to the Authorized Version than the present Revised Ver- 


sion. 


His idea has been carried out in thoroughly satisfactory fashion 


by the editors of The 1911 Version just published by the Oxford 


Press. 


western Christian Advocate, October 25, 1911. 
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THE 71911 BIBLE 


Being 
The Authorized Version of 1611 
With 
The Text Carefully Amended 
by American Scholars 








OTHER 


A New System of Chain References. 
A New System of Collected References. 


FEATURES A New System of Paragraphs. 








The Old Familiar Verse Form Retained. 


Beautifully printed Black Faced Type on Fine White and 
the Famous Oxford India Papers. 


DESCRIPTIVE LIST ON APPLICATION 


From $1.25 upwards. 





OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 35 wes American Branch 


t 32nd Street, New York 


This version was the work of American §scholars.’’—Vorth- 


AN ATTRACTIVE GIFT BOOK FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON 


The Christmas Book 


By Jane A. Stewart 


This book is the most complete work on the world’s great 
holiday published ; giving the origin and evolution of Christmas, 
Christmas giving, and Christmas gifts; methods of observing 
Christmas in different lands, Christmas games, and curious cus- 
toms. 75 cents postpaid. 








CHRISTMAS MUSIC FOR THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 


‘The Nativity” 
By Charles H. Gabriel 


A beautiful Christmas service, sparkling with the Christmas 
spirit and cheer. rice, 4 cents per copy ; $4.00 per hundred ; 
postpaid, $4. 25. 

We carry a complete line of Christmas Services and Can- 
tatas issued by all publishers. Samples of the best services 
will be sent on request. 


Christmas Post Cards 


Splendid for the use of Sunday-schools, teachers, or super- 
intendents. 

Our Special Offer is 20 Cards in a Packet for 25 cents, 
5 Packets for $1.00. Ask for the Bookshop Special Packet of 
Christmas Post Cards. ach packet contains twenty 
cards. Some especially for children, others 
holly, snow scenes, and Christmas mottoes. 

Send for our new IQII-1912 Illustrated Calalogue con- 
taining full description of Holiday Goods, Church and Sunday 
School Supplies. 


THE GRIFFITH G&G ROWLAND PRESS 
1701-1703 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA 
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Mother Carey 


*s | Ctehome, 


FOR ALL AGES. 





By KATE DouGLas WIGGIN 





“Ttis a lovely book, full of 
the charm of motherhood. ... 
The book exhales love, and 
can no more be denied than 
Scrooge could deny the Christ- 
mas spirit. 


A Country Lawyer 
By JupGe SHUTE 

A book full of ripe wisdom 
and keen wit, full of incident 
and excitement, flavored with 
the charm of the back country 

and the pluck of a real hero. 
Illustrated. $1.25 net. 
Postpaid $1.37. 





**Of course Mother Carey’s 
Chickens is charming. Why 
not? Kate Douglas Wiggin 
wrote it.”’ Mrs. Frances 
Hodgson Burnett. 

Fully illustrated. $1.25 net. 

Postpaid $1.37. 


Girls and Education 
3y LeB. R. Briccs 


Talks on some of the difficult 
problems that confront girls 
and their parents in the field of 
education. 

$7.00 net. 


ostpaid $1.07. 


Two Years Before the Mast. By Ricnakp H. Dana, Jr. 
_ The only authorized and complete edition of this American classic with new material, with 
eight full-page illustrations in color and 38 pictorial chapter heads by Boyd Smith, and an illustra- 


tion in color on the cover by Sidney M. Chase. 


$1.50 net. Postpaid $1.08. 








FOR BOYS. 





Two Boys in a Gyrocar 
By K. KennetH-Brown 
An exciting story of how two boys win a New 
York to Paris race ina gyroscope motor car of 
their own invention 
Ulustrated. $1.20 net. Postpaid $1.32. 
Champion of the Regiment 
3y Everett T. ToMLinson 
Thrilling experiences and adventures of Noah 


Dare at the Siege of Yorktown. 


Wlustrated. $1.50. -ostpard. 


When Knights Were Bold 
By Eva Marcu Tappan 


A fascinating account of the life ot the middle 
ages. Fully illus. $2.00 net. I ostpaid $2.21. 


The Indian Book 
By W. J. Hopxtins. 
A collection of delightful Indian stories by the 
author of the ‘‘ Sandman’”’ tales. 
Z 


ustrated. $1.25 net. Postpaid $1.41. 


The Jester of St. Timothy’s 
3y ARTHUR S. Pier. 

The perplexities and trials of a new master, 
fresh from college, and the chief cause of his 
worry, a fun-making young student, form the 
keynote of this story. 


Illustrated. $1.00 net. Postpaid $1.11. 





Kittens and Cats 
By Eutauie O. Grover 


A charming story for little ones by the author 
of the ‘‘ Sunbonnet Babies ”’ series. 


Illustrated. 75 cents net. Postpaid 87 cents. 
The Dutch Twins 
3y Lucy F. Perkins 


An amusing and entertaining story of the 
everyday life of two little Dutch twins. 
Illustrated. $1.00 net. Postpaid $1.14. 


The One-Footed Fairy 
By Atice Brown 


** This collection of fairy stories will bring de- 
light to the little readers.’’— Boston Journad?. 
Illustrated. $1.25 net. Postpaid $1.41. 
Tommy Sweet-Tooth 
3y JOSEPHINE S. GATES 
How a little girl ran away from home because 


she did not want to go to bed and her adven- 
tures with ‘lommy Sweet-tooth. 


Illustrated. 50 cents net. Postpaid 55 cents. 
The Enchanted Mountain 
By Extza Orne WHITE 
The surprising and entertaining experiences 
of four children and their parents on the Kn- 
chanted Mountain. 


Illustrated. $1.00. Postpaid. 


FOR LITTLE ONES__—__ 





Send for Illustrated Holiday 
Boston 


Bulletin 


HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY 


and List of Children’s Books to 


New York 




















*F ire’s 
Out”. 


HEN comes the matter 

of insurance. You get out 

your policy and note the company 

in which you are insured. Certain 

questions should not arise to worry 
you at such a time. 

You should not be worried by the 
question of whether you are insured 
in a company that dickers and de- 
lays over settlement. 

You should not be worried over 
the question of whether the com- 
pany can pay the claim. 

You should not be worried by the 
question of whether you have had 
enough protection to cover your loss. 

To be insured in The Hartford F 
Fire Insurance Company eliminates the 
first two of these worries. By consultation 
with a Hartford agent before taking out 
your policy, he will tell you the proper 
proportion of insurance to carry and that 
eliminates the third. 

The evident thing to do be- 
fore the fire in order to eliminate worry is to be 
insured in the right kind of company. 


Insist on the HARTFORD 


Agents Everywhere 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


A Look Along the Path of 
Nineteen Twelve 


The Morning Watch and Family 
Prayers.—A growing desire for a deeper 
spiritual life in the schools is voiced by the 
leaders everywhere. That is the dominant 
note of the greater days that are already here 
for the Sunday-school. The ‘Life that is 
Christ’ will be the dominant theme of The 
Sunday School Times as the paper seeks 
increasingly to render needed service at this 
the very heart of character and work. Helps 
for the Morning Watch, for Family Prayers, 
for a clearer knowledge and more consistent 
practise of the prayer-life,—for all this, and 
more, there will be provision in the enlarged 

aper. Cuestions on prayer will be discussed 
those to whom prayer is, next to Christ, 
the great reality of their life. 


Auia@iay 9 sae on the Bible.— 
You may now have, within the pages of one 
periodical, a complete equipment of informa- 
tion as to what new light archeology is throw- 
ing on the Bible. There is no popular relig- 
ious journal in America that as yet attempts 
to offer this. The department will appear in 
every alternate issue of the ‘limes,—that is, 
about twice a month. Its purpose is to put 
the general reader into possession of all that 
he really needs to know of the latest discov- 
eries, or of new light from former discover- 
ies, in the field of archeology and the Bible ; 
so that, by simply following this department, 
he may be confident that nothing of real im- 
portance to Bible students has been turned 
up, anywhere in the world, that he does not 
know about. 

‘To insure the success of this thorough and 
far-reaching plan, the ‘Times has engaged an 
American archeologist of high standing to 
serve as editor of the department : The Rev, 
Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, A.M., D.D. 
He is familiar with Oriental lands through 
repeated and prolonged travel and research, 
You will not be asked to wade through a 
mass of technical material. It will be re- 
lated directly to the popular reading of the 
English Bible. 


Personal Evangelism is to have an im- 
portant place in the enlarged Times, and no 
other work in the Sunday-school is to be 
compared with this. Straight from the log- 
books of consecrated personal workers you 
will learn how others are really doing that 
work, ‘The plans and results of individual 
workers and organized groups will be set 
forth here. The activities of personal evan- 
gelism throughout the world will be recorded. 
Questions of readers are invited and will be 
discussed. 


Hugh Cork’s ‘ Sunday - School 
Clinic ’’ in which you are the student, Mr. 
Cork and others .the surgeons,.and typical 
Sunday-schools the patients. Mr. Cork, the 
Assistant General Secretary of the Interna- 
tional Sunday School Association, has se- 


lected for his clinic typical Sunday-schools, 
large and small, in city and country, and he 
has chosen also a staff of Sunday-school ex- 
perts, each one of whom knows one of 
these schools thoroughly. In a full page, 
appearing about once a month in The Sun- 
day School Times, one Sunday-school at a 
time will be described, and interpreted by 
one of Hugh Cork’s staff, with comments by 
Mr. Cork himself, 


‘From the Missionary Watch 
Tower ’’ you will have a bird's-eye view of 
current missionary events the world around, 
with all that this means to the missionary 
work of your school. Incidents from the 
field will be given, authentic news of the 
most pivotal missionary events, and an in- 
terpretation, by competent authority, of 
national and international movements bear- 
ing upots the missionary enterprise. 


Dr. Burdette and War-Time Memo- 
ries. Robert J. Burdette was a boy in war- 
time, as 30 many other soldiers, north and 
south. What he saw then in camp and 
field was seen with the same keen sense of 
the pathos and humor of these lives of ours 
that gleams in his favorite moods, He gives 
us heart-glimpses of the war, the picturing 
of much that only a man highly sensitive to 
the least disclosure of the human soul would 
see, or know how to tell, The articles will 
appear af frequent intervals throughout the 
winter—perhaps longer. 


Robert E. Speer and a Man’s Ques- 
tions. Mr. Speer has a rare equipment for 
the work that he is about to take up. Ques- 
tions of character and service, life-work, 
temptation, everyday dealings with one’s 
fellows that are peculiarly men’s problems, 
often baffling to young and old alike, are the 
kind that are invited. Frank talk, as man 
to man in the Spirit of Christ, will be the 
method, Will you help, and be helped, by 
putting your questions ? 


When Sunday Afternoon Comes. 
The family uncertainty over the best way to 
spend the quiet times between services on 
Sunday has touched many a Christian home 
with restlessness on the day of rest. But 
what can we do about it? What have you 
done in your home? The Sunday School 
Times would like to know. Readers every- 
where would like to know. Will you tell in 
a few words how you do it? 


Fiction for Grown-up Readers will 
include a number of exceptionally strong 
short stories embodying vital truths. Fiction 
for grown people will be offered as freely as 
it can be secured of a character in keeping 
with the ideals. of this»journal, from such 
writers as Annie Trambull Slosson, Ralph D. 
Paine, Robert E. Knowles, Annie Steger 
Winston, Frederick Hall, and others. 


Next Year’s Lessons are on 


the Life 


In 1912 the International Uniform Lessons 
enter upon what is presumably the most 
thorough course in the Life of Christ ever 
offered in this series. The leading lesson- 
article for the new year is 

The Lesson’s Spiritual Meaning, 
the contribution of a Scottish spiritual leader, 


the Rev. Professor W. M. Clow, B.D., of. 


Glasgow. Professor Clow’s recent book, 
**The Cross in Christian Experience,’’ has 
made a remarkable impression -in Great 
Britain and America. As one of a notable 


The Sunday School Times Company, 


of Christ 


roup of spiritual leaders, it is expected that 

is every-week messages will be channels o: 
lasting blessing to lives that are eager for 
more of Christ. 

Why not send to-day for a few free speci- 
men copies of The Sunday School Times and 
announcements for 1912, for distribution as 
an aid in organizing a club of subscribers, if 
there is no club in your school? Now is the 
very best time to do this, Interesting offers 
to those who will secure introductory clubs 
will be sent upon request. 


1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

















Illuminated 1912 Calendars 


No. 5. Ha Days. 
5 cts. cach? 
prettily colored 


cht 
247. h 
7 cts. each. Th 
contains a distinct floral design in exquisite coloring. Each 
in envelope. 94%x3% in 
Post Ca 


25 cts. 


ison cts. SS TOO. 
MacCALLA & CO., Inc., 4d “Dock. Street 


A Year of Blessing. (Religious.) 

: \ (Secular.) iia Ee 
wenty-five or more a « cach, it 

three-drop calendars. Each in envelope. 


n. 
oral Charms." 8 ° 
ree leaves tied with silk 


each ; 
4x5 
each; ro or more 

ribbon. Each leaf 
rd. Poinsettia design in rich coloring. 25 for 


talogue Free. Write 











(Continued from preceding page) 

with anything but the best and 

Bring to each one some point in some of the 
lessons of the quarter that shall help them to 
reach up to their ideal. Best of all, help 
them to realize that it matters not what others 
may say, but that the i nt thing is their 
relationship to Jesus Christ. And impress 
upon them each time the great value of a 
knowledge of The Book. 





| Children at Home 





A Christmas Letter from China 


THE TIENTSIN MERRILLINN, 
WHERE Futzu AND His UNCLE 
Doctor Live, NOVEMBER 14. 


My Dgar Mr. TRUMBULL: 


A boat across the Pacific, and then— 
Christmas! And my first Christmas in 
China! I must get a Christmas letter to 
you before old Santa Claus drops down your 
chimney, and to do it I must write to you at 
once, Now what shall I tell you? There 
are many, many things about me here in 
this great city of Tientsin that I might write 
to you about, but just now I don’t believe 
they are very important. I want you to 
know what it is that will make this Christ- 
mas my happy Christmas, 

Please go over and get that picture of 
Futzu and his Uncle Doctor that you re- 
ceived from me the other day, and put it 
down in front of you, so you can see us 
while we tell you about what we are doing. 





Several years ago a young American phy- 
sician, Dr. Lilburn Merrill, wrote to the 
Editor of The Sunday School Times the 


letter that accompanies this picture. He 
had then just gone out to China. The 
letter is now shared with the younger read- 
ers of the Times. Dr. Merrill has long 
been a very special friend of boys, as his 
book on ‘Winning the Boy” abundantly 
proved. If any boys or girls wish to send 
a Christmas or New Year’s greeting to 
“Uncle Doctor" or Futzu, the address is 
as given at the end of the letter. 


Last night when the sun had left us and 
gone around to wake you up, and the Chi- 
nese were moving about the street outside 
our window, each carrying a pretty-colored 
paper lantern, little Futzu and I were sitting 
together in a big black chair in front of a 
red, crackling grate fire. We had read to- 
gether some Indian stories, and by and by 
we talked about Christmas, At first my boy 
didn’t know what it was, but when I told 
him it was Jesus’ birthday, two big, round 
eyes looked up at me from the base of a 
broad, clean-shaved forehead that had found 
a cozy, comfortable nook on my arm, and 
he said he knew. 

But there was one thing I was sure Futzu 
did not know, and that was about Santa 
Claus. So we pulled our chair up nearer 
the fire, re-adjusted the arm that wasn’t quite 
comfortable until it was tightly around my 
neck, and then Futzu heard for the first time 
about that fat, happy, frosty-haired lover of 
boys and girls, who comes down the chimneys 
on Christmas night looking for stockings. 

How happy you would have been, if from 
some hidden corner you had seen those bright 
eyes grow bigger and bigger and brighter 
and brighter in the fire-light as he learned 

( Continued on next page) 
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Fresh Air 
Sunshine 
Scott’s Emulsion 
Happy Thoughts 


Let these 
Vitalizing Elements 


into your home; they are the 
simple means of keeping 
Nerves, Brain and Body 
strong, active, enduring. 

There is no substitute for 








BROWR’S 
BRONCHIAL TROCHES 


be depended to relieve Sore Throat, 
| ad Coughing 1 Spells and all lung affec- 
tions, or ee done this for half a century. 
Absolutely less—contain no opiates. 
Price, 25c, 50c and $1.00. Sample free 
Habit Permanently Cor- 


John I. Brown & Son aa Mass. 
ST AMMERING rected. Instruction edu- 
cational, Gre sys- 


tematic, thorough. Natural Speech Tame 5 ° 
beating time, drawling, or tricks. Endorsed by clergy- 
men. ial summer classes for children. Trial Week 


Free. ‘ced School, 365 Hubbard Ave., Detroit, Mich. 



















Model Aeroplanes for Xmas 

Complete materials, plan and instructions for building 

3 ft. Model Blériot Monoplane, $3 (exp.25c.extra). Plan 
n 


a tions only, r5c. postpaid. 

= ~~ ho 3tt, Biplane Magu a. 
puarantecd . Comple 

saberta Ss, ready to able, with 

directions, $6.00 (exp. 40c. extra). 


Plan and directions only, 25 


=3 





Send stamp for illustrated catalog, describing 
complete for model aero builders. 
Ideal Aeroplane & Co., 81-82 W. Broadway ,N.Y.City 





signs, Clase and Frateruity Pins, Emblems, nam 
33 rate! ems, led 
and Jeweled, Class Rings ail 


‘Trophies and Medals mailed 








CLASS PINS iis 
aed or 


upon 
west. Either s 







e: le of is 
illustrated with any three’ letters pins 
Feeaipcr get sock ie tots Sivan 

ver, 25c. each; $2.50 doz.; Silv 
$r.c0doz. Ba & 


- each; 
.codoz. Bastian Bros.Co., Dept.742, ookteter, N.Y. 


Ag SHAW FURNITURE CO. 


SUCCESSORS TO 
A. B. & BE. L. SHAW CO. 
MAKERS OF 

Church Chairs, Pulpits, 
Communion Tables, 

Lecterns, Fonts, Etc. 

$1 Causeway St., Boston, Mass. 
Catalogue on request. 


“THE SANITARY” communion cups 


FREE catalog and list of thousands 








of churches using our cups. Write 
Sanitary Communion Outfit Co. 5 
7 Street, Rochester, N. Y. ° 





AGENTS $28 a Week 


Do not delay, Write at once for terms 
and free it of Guaran jo- 

siery for men, women, and children. 
All styles and grades. Guaranteed 4 months 
or replaced with new pair. Best proposition 
ever made. Big seller, fine profits, good 

ter. Get busy and write to-day. Do 
not miss this big chance. Send no money 
—a postal will do. 


THOMAS HOSIERY CO. 
1472 Barny St., Dayton, O. 
















In ordering goods, or in making inguiry concern- 
ing anything advertised inthis paper, you will oblige 


the publishers and the advertiser by stating that you 





saw the advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 























LESSON FOR DEC. 17 (Neh. 8) 


For Christmas 


Any man would appreciate the 





Four K One-Piece Doiens--fos | front and hock 
our Krementz 


-of neck and sleeves, in an attractive ri! 


14K Rolled Gold ectteue canine 
One Dollar the Set 
10 K Gold, $4.60 14K Gold, 36.00 
«ears stamped on back of each button and guar- 


Sent on receipt oi price; if not sold by your 
Soacler bc eaondaten 


Booklet on request. 
Krementz & Co., 123 Chestnut St., Newark, N. J. 


Krementz a Studs and Vest Buttons. 
Go in like a Needle—Hold like an Anchor. 








Soa Best Equipment 
=| Sunday - School 
===—)| LATEST REQUISITES 


FOR 
EVERY DEPARTMENT 


Our new Sunday-school Catalogue 
and Holiday List.sent free on re- 
ceipt of your name and address, 


The Methodist Book Concern 


Eaton & Mains Jennings & Graham 
New York Cincinnati ‘ 


360,000 


HALLOWED HYMNS “ii' 


ALREADY SOLD TO THOUSANDS OF CHURCHES 
ROUND OR SHAPED NOTES 


256 whe PS oy: New Sones Scripture Reaoincs 


$25 per net propald. 35 cents per copy by mail 
y Romer 3 sa y's es mailed to‘ earnesginguirers. 
THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO., New York or Chicago 




















Pentecostal Hymns 
Nos. 5 & 6 Combined 


Latest and best of a famous series. Usable in both 
Sunday-school and Church. 320 extra size pages. 
Cloth, $25 = the - 100. Word edition, $8 - the - 100. 
$10 secures 25 music and 75 words only, in all 100 
books, Returnable sample copies mailed, Write direct. 


HOPE PUBLISHING COMPANY, CHICAGO 


HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 
forthe SUNDAY - SCHOOL 
Published, October, 1908. 

Used and liked in hundreds of schools 


Introductory ey oy ant Fi sy ¥ 30 cents. Send 














The Century Co., Union Square, New York 











If it is new songs you need for pri- 
REW mary and junior. grades, ‘* Heart 
Songs *’ is a collection that zs new. 

$ There has been nothing just like it. 
SONG It is out of the rut. : You will have 
to see a copy to understand. We 

FOR will send a copy “ona val” for 











LITTLE, feemerstsecmrs 
more Music rouse 
GHILDRER Cincinnati, 0., or Bible House, New York 








ae to this week's lesson, EZRA TEACHES 
4 W, you will find Prof. Ira M. Price's 
boo 


The Ancestry of 
Our English Bible 


full of rich rg OE and illustrative material 

agg | the Word which abides from age to 
othing so valuable on the subject has 

bees published £s, a long time,"’ says President 

Faunce of Brown University. ($1.50 net. ) 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 

1031 Walnut Street, « + Philadelphia, Pa. 
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( Continued from preceding page) 
about the patron saint of children in other 
lands, but not in China, 
As my story grew more mysterious and 
more fascinating toward its end, his thoughts 
were reachin aber and away into other 


— where the little folks 
ring Bony ws hanging up their stockings, 
very off to dreamland for a while and 


ther up—just too late to get a glimpse oi 
nny old Santa, who had hurried on 
mar was gone for another year, but not with- 
out leaving behind hima fat stocking and 
maybe more ii the boy had been very good. 
en my story was ended. ‘The 
eyes were toward the red fire, but his thoughts 
were still off, oh, so far, and it took a minute 
tor him to come back, and when he came a 
serious little face looked up at me and said ; 

** Uncle Doctor. Santa Claus never came 
to see me.” 

‘* Ah, but never you mind, my boy, he’ll 
come this Christmas, and he’ll find your 
stocking hanging right here in front of the 
fire!”? 

Then the eyes looked through the fire 

in. and while they were yet looking far 
, but maybe this time to Ch’angli where he 
has lived since he was six years old, he said : 

**I think the reason he doesn’t come to 
China is because Chinese houses have no 
chimneys.”’ 

That minute was the endof the dreamy 
eyes, and afterward I had a veritable ques- 
tion-box on my lap. It was an hour past 
bed-time before we had it all arranged as to 
just the time he would need to go to bed 
Christmas eve, and what time he might get up. 
But he added he was sure he “ wouldn't 
sleep a bit !”’ 

So the Christmas story wasended and a 
happy little boy went off to dreamland, and 
this morning when the early Chinese huck- 
sters were moving noisily outside our win- 
dows, I heard some one say : 

** Hello, my dear Uncle Doctor! If I am 
a good boy, and I write Santa Claus a letter, 
do you think he will bring me a_base-ball 
and a book with lots of war pictures in it? ’’ 

Now you know why this is going to be my 
happy Christmas. 

He w much I would love to be with all the 
home-folk and friends this Christmas time! 
But I shall not spend much time with that 
thought. I must not be lonesome, I shall 
not, for Futzu’s first Christmas will be my 
happy Christmas. You remember Jesus said 
**it is more blessed to give than to receive.’’ 

From my heart I wish for you a merry, 
merry Christmas, and another of God’s good 
years, Cordially yours, 

LILBURN MERRILL. 
Methodist Episcopal Mission, 
Tientsin, China. 








Books Worth Noting 


What Think Ye of Christ? A Birth- 
day Book (Compiled by Mrs. Louise E. 
Huntington). Those who want to get a 
birthday | book that is different from the ordi- 
nary sort will welcome this. A quotation 
from the New Testament is given above each 
space for entering names, and all of the quo- 








tations bear directly on the subject of the 


deity of Christ. Apart from its usefulness as 
a birthday book, the volume is of unusual 
value because of the collection of Bible ref- 
érences on this all-important truth. (Roches- 
ter, N. Y.: Louise E. Huntington. 50 cents.) 


The Sayings of Jesus.—Many people 
who have no special interest in the Bible 
might be interested in looking through this lit- 
tle volume of quotations from the actual words 


of Jesus, and in that way become interested | PF 


in learning more of the message of God’s 
Word. Very brief, disconnected quotations 
from the four Gospels are given in this little 
book, which is somewhat smaller than an 
ordinary copy of the New Testament. The 
book is bound in green leather and attract- 
ively printed, and wuuld make a dainty 
Christmas gift. (Philadelphia: David McKay. 
75 cents.) 


Our Boys and Girls (By Mrs. M. G. 
Kennedy). —One of the most thorough-going 
experts in Junior Sunday-school work was the 
late Mrs. M. G. Kennedy. Having spent years 
of her earlier career in the Primary depart- 
ment, she had a clear knowledge of the rela- 
tion of the primary to the junior period—a 
very valuable sort of knowledge. Mrs. 














Where there is good cooking the 
dresser will always e full of well kept 
tins and cooking utensils. Every thing 
from a rings to the oa vy baking 
pans can be scoured with 


SAPOLIO 


till they look like new, and half the 
drudgery of cooking will be saved if 
there is never any accumulation of 
grease to fight. 




















You Ought to Have 
the New 5% Book 


Every man or woman who is interested 
in the conservative investment of money 
ought terhave it. 

It is free for the asking—there is a copy 
for you. This Company has been in busi- 
ness 17 years. It pays 5 per cent interest 
on money entrusted to its care and has 
never been a day late in the mailing of 
semi-annual interest checks. 

It allows the withdrawal of money at any time 
without notice and without loss of interest. 
Every dollar invested with it is amply secured 
by first mortgages on improved real estate 
deposited in trust with one of the strongest 
trust companies in Baltimore. 

Nothing could be sounder—more conservative 
—more desirable as an investment for savings 
or idle funds, 


Write to-day for the book 
Calvert Mortgage & Deposit Co. 
1064 Calvert Bidg., Baltimore, Md. 
NR ARERR ARES 








Oklahoma Real Estate 
Mortgages 


agriculenrel ¢ ea Na where climate is 
mild and dely diversi Investor 


the Aighest income consistent maximum of 
safety. 


us send you Booklet telling about our securities 


ThE Jere UST COMPANY 


RSON 
Alester, 


Oklahoma Farm Loans 
Well Chosen 2itiasn‘poune 


Over Five Million Dollars in Loans Made and Ne 
res. We ask full ey gy Can net 
and Bolerences The Travelers 
’ artford, Conn.; The Farmers 
National I Bask weds, Hise City, Oklahoma. 


THE ATKINSON WARREN & HENLEY COMPANY 
3% S. Robinson St., Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
THE LIBRARY OF 


Rev. ARTHUR T. PIERSON, D.D. 
FOR SALE—A BARGAIN 


VOLUMES SOLD SEPARATELY 


Pheology, 2 — Study, History, Biography, Science, 
Art, Poetry, ction, References, etc, 


Catalogue with prices on request. 


Over 2,000 Volumes, Carefully Selected for 
Intrinsic Value 
Inquire of 


F.B.PIERSON,1127 Dean St.,Brooklyn,N.Y. 
Mention The Sunday School Times. 
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If You Are 
Looking for 


a Gift-Book 


rich in inward quality as in out- 
ward design, here are a few sug- 


A Voice in the Night 


By FREDERICK HALL, in which, 
with remarkable sympathy and 
imagination, he presents anew cer- 
tain of the great stories of the Bible 
which reveal the struggle and devel- 
opment of souls—thrilling pictures 
of human life in the making. Prose 
poems of intense and compelling in- 
terest (75 cents net). 


The Heresy of 
Mehetabel Clark 


By ANNIE TRUMBULL SLOsSON. One 
of Mrs, Slosson’s exquisite short 
stories, having lasting quality, and 
now issued in this special Holiday 
Edition—the tale of a mountain girl, 
counted a heretic, but transformed 
by her spiritual vision. Tender, 
sympathetic: a book to keep and 
treasure (50 cents net). 


Here is a volume, just off the 
press ; an illuminating book, of abid- 
ing quality, as charming and read- 
able as a romance, a book, indeed, 
to give to any thoughtful man or 
woman interested in Bible study : 


Reasonable 
Biblical Criticism 


By PROFESSOR WILLIs J. BEECHER. 
Call biblical criticism by any name 
you like, ‘‘higher,’’ lower, or half- 
way; but the fact remains that there 
must be some principles of criticism 
that are correct, reasonable, and there- 
fore permanent, The author estab- 
lishes just that. If any man knows 
how to sift out the wheat and get rid 
of the chaff, it is Professor Beecher. 
He is unhampered in swing, inde- 
pendent in thought and expression. 

This volume skims the cream of 

life-time studies. ere are com- 

pressed the results of years of schol- 
arly research and original thought, 
put forth in Professor Beecher’s 
clear, concise style, witty, even col- 
loquial at times ; full of that good- 
humored keenness so fascinating to 
students under his instruction at 
Auburn Seminary during long years, 
and familiar to readers of The Sun- 
day School Times through his con- 
tributions on the lessons. 

In the four principal divisions of 
this book the author points out the 
Principles of Reasonable Criticism, 
touching upon agnostic criticism and 
the meaning of inspiration ; Reason- 
able Criticism as Affecting Particular 
Narratives, taking up several of 
these in detail; Reasonable Criti- 
cism and Archeological Discoveries, 
in which such things as chronology, 
the legislation of Hammurabi, and 
the Aramaic papyri are discussed ; 
and Reasonable Criticism and Some 
of the Books, where specific scrutiny 
is given to Deuteronomy, Daniel, 
and several other books of the Bible. 

A necessary book. An important 
book: An interesting book. An 
enduring book. (330 pages. $1.50 
net.) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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For Universal Service 





The Press and the Bell System 


The power of the individual writer 
is multiplied by the printing press. 
In the same way the power of the 
individual telephone is multiplied by 
the Bell system. In both cases in- 
creased usefulness comes from prog- 
ress towards universal service. 


By means of the press the knowl- 
edge and thoughts of writers are 
spread throughout the land, main- 
taining among all the people the 
common language and the mutual 
understanding which makes for na- 
ticnal co-operation. 


By means of the Bell system, 
each individual telephone becomes 
connectable with every other tele- 


AMERICAN TELEPHONE ANB TELEGRAPH COMPANY 


phone and each unit in the nation 
is given a personal membership in 
the most highly developed system of 
communication that the world has 
ever seen. 


The press prepares people for 
co-operation; the Bell telephone 
system enables them to really co- 
operate. The press educates people 
separately; the telephone enables 
them to act upon their mutual 
knowledge immediately and at any 
distance. 


By co-operation with telegraph 
and cable systems, universal service 
for communication is being made 
international. 


AND ASSOCIATED COMPANIES 


One Policy 


One System 





Universal Service 





Gye Sunday School Gimes 


Philadelphia, December 2, rgrr 


Kntered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
* second-class matter “ 





Advertising Rates 


80 cents per line, $11.20 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch),; For 
detailed information address The Religious 
Press Association, 901 Witherspoon Build- 
ing, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States and 
Canada. These rates include postage : 
$1.00 Five or more copies, either to 

. separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 
$1 50 One copy, or any number of 

a copies less than five, $1.50 each, 
per year, One copy, five years, $6.00, 

One free copy addi- 
Free Copies jonai will beallowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate, 


Tue SuNDAY SCHOOL Trimgs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





X-Mas Presents 


FOR YOUR SCHOLARS 


aout ar} immensai quantity of gro Regd 
st Christmas. a 
beautiful present for either boys or girls. 

Books and cards p-2 such common presents that 
they are soon laid aside and forgotten, while these 
beautiful little gold pins will be worn for months 
and be a constant remind ~ of the Sunday school. 
Special Offer: 12 Gold S. S. Pins for $2.00 

Guaranteed 5 years. Send your order early. 

WHAT OTHERS SAY 

Ortrumwa, lowa.—To say we are pleased is put- 
ting it mildly.—Acan Wer. 4 

Newpoint, Inp.—The children were delighted 
with them.—Myrtix Jurman. 

Mices City, Mont.—Enclosed find money or- 
der for ro2 S, S. Pins. We have decided to give 
them to our school as Christmas presents.—Rev. 
E. M, Carvin, 


COLUMBUS JEWELRY CO. 
Grand Opera Bleck, - = Columbus, Ohio 


* The above firm is reliable.””—Rev. Jos. 
LARK, 

















Kennedy’s book is not only sane and com- 
gee ut it is sprightly with the facts of 
ife, and luminous in illustrations, It rightly 
combines theory and practise, and is to be 
commended for its avowed pu of meet- 
ing the common needs of the average teacher. 
(W. A, Wilde Co, 75 cents.) 


The Sad Shepherd (By Henry van 
Dyke, D. D.).—Dr. van Dyke’s sure and 
delicate touch is again devoted to a Christ- 
mas story in which a wandering shepherd is 
the central and picturesque figure. You will 
suppose at the outset that you are gonding 
the re-telling of the parable of the prodiga 
son with all the realistic background and de- 
tail that Dr. van Dyke knows so well how to 
use for his literary purposes; and at the end 
of the story, when the sad shepherd takes up 
his battered staff and goes on his way re- 
joicing, you will be more convinced than 
ever, not only that this is the story of the 
prodigal in its deeper meanings, but that it 
is also a blending of that story with a new end- 
ing made possible only by the nativity, and 
the Christ-child in his mother’s arms. The 
story moves from darkness to dawn; and the 
haunting beauty of its realism, with the com- 
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ing of the wandering shepherd into the light 
of a new day a new resolve, will not 
easily be forgotten, (Scribner’s, 75 cts.) 


A Help to the Study of the Holy 
Spirit (By W. E. Biederwolf).— Man’s 
views and God’s views are not always the 
same; and the most reverent and devout of 
men oftentimes differ radically among them- 
selves as to what God’s views really are. 
But one can hardly help feeling as he reads 
thoughtfully and ory Dr. Bieder- 
wolf's that the author has made net 
only a painstaking but successful attempt to 
arrive at the real ‘scriptural truth about the 
Holy Spirit. Every chapter shows patient 
and exhaustive research, both of the Bible 
and of the writings of earnest students of the 
Word, and hundreds of references are given. 
Where opinions differ, the author states the 
various views taken, and testing them by the 
Word draws carefully his own conclusions— 
in simple and popular language. The name, 
advent, personality, deity, sealing, anoint- 
ing, communion, fruit, baptism, filling, in- 
tercession, emblems, and resistance of the 
Spirit, are discussed in a helpful and illu- 
minating way. (Revell. 75 cents, net.) 





THE TIME OF TESTING 


Letters from the firing line of the 
Men and Religion Movement 


- By John Marvin Dean 





“ The Movement is solidly on the rails and it is a thing of life! It 
moves. It does what it was designed to do.’’ This is the ringing 
word of Fred B. Smith, the campaign leader, after seven weeks of 
campaigning. Mr. Dean is a member of one of the teams of experts, 
and this is the second of a series of letters from the field. He is tovisit 
twenty-four of the ninety cities to be reached by the teams. 


HE Men and Religion Forward Move- 
ment, the product in its preliminary 
stages of such a consecration of brain 

and will and heart on the part of Christian 
leadership of the first rank as the church has 
never before seen, has now met the actuali- 
ties of seven weeks of intense campaigning. 
The method and message have been carried 
by the traveling teams representing the Com- 
mittee of Ninety-seven to Minneapolis, South 
Bend, Des Moines, Grand Rapids, Cedar 
Rapids, Sioux Falls, Detroit, Dallas, Kan- 
sas City, Columbus, Fort Worth, and Louis- 
ville, 

What is the verdict of the keen and ardent 

lovers of Zion and the students of the signs 
of the times? Perhaps the answer is most 
emphatically found in the blunt words of the 
campaign leader, Fred B, Smith, as he stood 
recently before a great audience of Western 
men. . 
‘* At the quiet conference of Bald Eagle 
Lake we trembled lest all our planning and 
all our praying might come to naught. But 
the first weeks have lifted a great dread from 
us all. The Movement is solidly on the rails 
and it is a thing of life! It moves. It does 
wht it was designed to do.’’ 

This is a Saxon way of saying that there 
are thousands of jubilant hearts among the 
friends and leaders and followers of the great 
continental campaign. 

It is hard to explain the quiet intensity, 
the accumulating power of the various Eight- 
Day Campaigns, and the aftermath in every 
city seems to call for highest thanksgiving. 

** It will be easy to get that $20,000 that 
we need to finish Sunshine Mission,’ testi- 
fied Ward of Cedar Rapids. ‘* The atmos- 
phere is created for Christian liberality.’’ 

‘* Never before in all the history of our 
city such genuine unity of heart and promise 
of future united activities,’’ write the leaders 
of the local campaign in South Bend. 

** The outstanding fact in Minneapolis is 
unheard of activity for men and boys in the 
local churches,’’ is another cheering word. 

‘*¢T took an auto at Kansas City and visited 
the five different afternoon Institutes. The 
smallest had over seventy key-men in at- 
tendance—the largest had over two hundred 
and fifty.’’ 

‘*Now that the smoke of the Eight-Day 
Campaign has cleared away we are getting 
down to real business,’’ writes a Des Moines 
Community Extension Chairman. 





1 have just estimated that, entirely apart 
from the Continental Committee and the 
traveling teams, there are at present not less 
than 20,000 of America’s busiest men now 
in active committee work in the great sixfold 
strvice of the Movement. 

For the last two weeks I have been de- 
tailed to special work in the Auxiliary Dis- 
trict of Eastern Missouri and Southern 
Illinois, The only international Eight-Day 
Campaign in this district will be held in 
St. Louis, December 3 to 10. But as I 
traveled to Alton, Quincy, Hannibal, De- 
catur, De Soto, Poplar Bluff, Jacksonville, 
and other cities, I was thrilled to find these 
cities moving carefully but steadily on in 
their organization of the work, One of my 
duties has been the signing of delegates for 
the St. Louis campaign. I found that the 
busiest, strongest, and most vital churchmen 
of the section were the ones who responded 
to my call for a sacrifice of time and money. 
I have personally signed about one hundred 
delegates, and if I could return over the 
same route I could sign as many more, I 
think, These have been obtained in only 


seven cities. When I think of the thirty. 


larger centers in this Auxiliary District and 
the hundreds of smaller ones, I feel the 
thrill of a great fellowship. If Cedar Rapids 
could register 460 paid delegates from out- 
side the city, representing 110 cities and 
towns, what ought not St. Louis to witness 
in a few weeks? 

It was interesting to find the mayor of 
Mattoon and his defeated Democratic rival 
both on the list of promised delegates ; also 
the splendid secretary of the progressive 
Commercial Club of Hannibal and the editor 
of the clean, up-to-date Decatur Herald. 
We even arrested the chief of police of 
De Soto, and he has sworn to ‘‘ pull ’’ several 
of his fellow-citizens. ‘ Labor union officials 
and bankers, ministers and doctors, seem to 
take equally well to the opportunities of the 
Movement. 

If thronged mass-meetings and intense 
institutes and reorganized local churches 
and bee-hive committees and rejoicing min- 
isters and restored backsliders and saved 
souls mean anything as evidence in the test- 
ings of the Kingdom, then the readers of 
The Sunday School Times may say with 
Cyrus Northrup of Minnesota, ** This Move- 
ment evidences the striking of a great hour 
in the history of the Church of God.’’ 
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Phote Views of Scenes in Bible Lands, printed on Enameled paper. LO 


Large Clear Type. Pronouncing. 


Entirely New, 1911. 
Thousand Questions 
PRICES. 


Contains selected HELPS, including Four 


and Answers 
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‘‘Dr. Beeching, the new Dean of Norwich, has pronounced in AN ATTRACTIVE GIFT BOOK FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON 
favor of a fresh revision of the English Bible, one which will adhere i. 
more closely to the Authorized Version than the present Revised Ver- The Christmas Book 
sion. His idea has been carried out in thoroughly satisfactory fashion 
by the editors of The 1911 Version just published by the Oxford : . By Jane A. Stewart 
Press. ‘This version was the work of American §scholars.’’—/orth- This book is the most complete work on the world’s great 
western Christian Advocate, October 25, 1911. holiday published ; giving the origin and evolution of Christmas, 


Christmas giving, and Christmas gifts; methods of observing 
Christmas in different lands, Christmas games, and curious cus- 
toms. 75 cents postpaid. 
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CHRISTMAS MUSIC FOR THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Years After 


psoe “The Nativity” 


Published By Charles H. Gabriel 


A beautiful Christmas service, sparkling with the Christmas 


T H E 7 L spirit and cheer. Price, 4 cents per copy; $4.00 per hundred ; 
911 BIBLE pander ye 
We carry a complete line of Christmas Services and Can- 


Being tatas issued by all publishers. Samples of the best services 


The Authorized Version of 1611 will be sent on request. 


With . 
mas Post Cards 
The Text Carefully Amended sole hr we ” s Post Cards or super- 


by American Scholars intendents. . . 
Our Special Offer is 20 Cards in a Packet for 25 cents, 
5 Packets for $1.00. Ask for the Lhookshop Spectal Packet of 

















A New System of Chain References. 








OTHER A New System of Collected References. Christuas Post Cards. ‘ach packet contains twenty assorted 
FEATURES A New System of Paragraphs. cards. Some especially for children, others embossed with 
The Old Familiar Verse Form Retained. holly, snow scenes, and Christmas mottoes. 

Beautifully printed Black Faced Type on Fine White and Send for our new I91I-1912 Illustrated Calalogue con- 


taining full description of Holiday Goods, Church and Sunday 
School Supplies. 


THE GRIFFITH G&G ROWLAND PRESS 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 35 west Sang oa iw York 1701-17033 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA 


the Famous Oxford India Papers. From $1.25 upwards. 
DESCRIPTIVE LIST ON APPLICATION 
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FOR ALL AGES__* 9? 
Mother Carey’s Chickens, By Kate Douctas Wiccin uUu 
“Ttis a lovely book, full of ce ‘ Oy ' 2 Pap **Of course Mother Carey’s ~ 















the charm of motherhood... Chickens is charming. Why 
The book exhales love, anc not? Kate Doug ae Wi in 
can no more be denied than wrote it.’ — M/rs fivalaiee HEN comes the matter 
Scrooge could deny the Christ- Hodgson Burnett. f i Y t 
mas spirit. Fully ilinstvated. $1.25 nee. of insurance. ou get out 
Postpaid $7 .37- by 
& Geentes Reese your policy and note the company 
By JupGe SHUTE Girls and Edueation in which you are insured. Certain 
A book full of ripe wisdom Sr Gos . : : 
and keen wit, full of incident oe a Sh. Senet questions should not arise to worry 
and excitement, flavored with ‘Talks on some of the difficult : 
the charm of the back country problems that confront girls you at such a time. 
and the pluck of a real hero. and their parents in the field of ‘ 
Illustrated. $1.25 net. education. You should not be worried by the 
Postpaid $1.37 $1.00 net. Postpaid $1.07. question of whether you are insured 
Two Years Before the Mast. By Richaxy H. Dana, Jr. ; 
The only authorized and complete edition of this American classic with new material, with ina company that dickers and de- 
eight full-page illustrations in color and 38 pictorial chapter heads by Boyd Smith, and an illustra- | 
tion in color on the cover by Sidney M. Chase. $1.50 net. Postpaid $1.08. | lays over settlement. 
FOR BOYS. { FOR LITTLE ONES. You should not be worried over 
Two Boys in a Gyrocar Kittens and Cats the question of whether the com- 
By K. KennetH-Brown By Eutauie O. Grover h lai 
y Ap exciting g story of how two boys win a } Rane Ase arming sneny Dee little ones by the author pany can pay the claim. 
ork to Paris race in a gyroscope motor car o' of the “‘ Sunbonnet Babies ” series : 
their own invention. Ltlustrated. 75 cents net. Postpaid 87 cents. | You should not be worried by the 
Illustrated. $1.20 net. Postpaid $1.32. The Dutch Twi uestion of whether ou have had 
fhe Dute wins | 
Champion of the Regiment By Lucy F. Perkins | q » J y 1 
uel 3y Everett T. a tails An amusing and sentert aining story of the enoug protection to cover your ioss. 
hrilling experiences and adventures o oa 1 life of two litt Jutch t s : 2 
Dare at the Siege of Sesauon. ; wits | otk Sz. nah rh " Postpaid $1.14. To be insured in The Hartford A 
en en ye The One-Footed Fai Fire Insurance Company eliminat th 
e One-Footed Fairy ates e 
When Knights Were Bold By Auice Brown fi f 4 - 
. By Eva Marcu —— AN Tits coltection of Ctuy stories wil = rst two of these worries. By consultation 
A fascinating account of the life of the middle light to the little readers.’*— Boston Journad. : . 
ages. Fully illus. $2.00 net. ostpaid $2.21. Illustrated. $1.25 net. Postpaid $1.41. with 3 Hartford agent before taking out 
The Indian Book Tommy Sweet-Tooth your policy, he will tell you the proper 
3y W. J. Hopkins. By JosePHineE S. GATES : . 
| = Ne ollec = by Rae ag an stories by the How a little girl ran away from home because proportion of insurance to carry and that 
} author of the ‘‘Sandman’”’ tales she did not want to go to bed and her adven- H : . 
; Illustrated. $1.25 net. Postpaid $1.41. pone oan Tesuny Secateneth. si eliminates the third. 
The Jester of St. Timothy’s ilustrated. socents net. Postpaid 55 cents. The evident thing to do be- 
by Anruue S. Pre The hg gna Mountaia = wa 
i teh nie z fore the fire in order to eliminate worry is to be 
rhe perplexities and wiale of a new master, By Exiza Orne WHITE 
fresh from college, and the chief cause of his The surprising and entertaining experiences : s . . 
worry, a fun-making young student, form the of four children: aad their eanuete a the En- insured in the right kind of company. 
keynote « of this story. chanted Mountain. 
Iliustrated. $1.00 net. Postpaid $1.11. Illustrated. $1.00. Postpaid. 











Send for Illustrated Holiday Bulletin and List of Children’s Books to 


Boston HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY New York 


Insist on the HARTFORD 
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THE BEST 


Christmas 


Present 
For $1.75 


*& 


What other 
Christmas Present 
costs so little and 
means so much? 









. J FIFTY-TWO 
”—SCs CROWDED NUMBERS 


THE-YOUTHS 
COMPANION 


N JANUARY 1, 1912, the subscription price of The Companion will 
be advanced to $2.00 a year. When subscribing for your family (at 
the present price, $1.75) why not include two or three of your friends 

who will enjoy The Companion during the 52 weeks of the coming year? 
Remember that the contents of The Companion for a year, published in 
book form, would make 30 volumes of the best and most varied reading, viz.: 





Tvols Serials 2vols 3vols 2@vols S3vols 3 vols. 
Articles Editorials 1. Little Folks One Minute 
I vol. Departments vol. Stories ay 
/ Medical & tor Bays-Girls Current Events 7 
Os. Religious “the Family Nature & Science a 


All for $1.75 and every line worth while. 
The best gift to a family or anybody in it. 


The Serial Stories 


The Serials in The Youth’s Companion wii follow one another 
the year through. Among those now in hand for 1912 are 


“JULIA SYLVESTER ” by C. A. Stephens 


A story of pioneer days of the great Northwest; how a girl 
of character, energy and intelligence made the most of 
difficult circumstances. 


“THE CHAMPION TEN EARS” by CHifford V. Gregory 
The eeeey of a Western farmer; of corn mixed with courage 
and kindliness, and how pluck won prosperity from poverty. 

“DAVID MORRELL’S BATTERY” by Hollis Godfrey 
A story of the luck and pluck of a young inventor and coming 
“captain of industry.” 

“QUEST OF THE FISH-DOG SKIN” by J. W. Schultz 


An absorbing story of Indian life among the Blackfeet forty 
years or more ago. The author was himself, when a youth, 
an adopted member of the Blackfoot tribe. 


“THE CROSS AND THE DRAGON” by Ralph D. Paine 


A story of missionary peril, devotion and heroism in the great 
Chinese Boxer Rebellion. The story will begin about Thanks- 
giving time, and all the issues containing the opening chap- 
ters will be sent free to those who subscribe at once. See 
the offer below. 











ALL REMAINING 1911 ISSUES FREE 


IF YOU CUT OUT AND ENCLOSE THIS COUPON (or mention The Sunday School Times) 
with $1.75 for a New Subscription to The Youth's Companion for 1912, we will send 


i. All the Issues for the 52 Weeks of 1912. 

2. All the Issues for the remaining weeks of 1911, | All for 
including the Holiday Numbers. 

3. The Companion’s Picture Calendar for i912, 5 
lithographed in 10 colors and gold—an extra copy _ 1 & 7 
going to every one making a gift subscription. KL 157 
THE LAST CHANCE TO GET THE PAPER AT THIS PRICE. SUBSCRIBE NOW — TO-DAY! 











The Youth’s Companion, Boston, Massachusetts 











IGHT YEARS AGO, according to the New 
York Record and Guide, a man with foresight 
Game} went twelve miles north of City Hall and 

bought a lot for $1,100, and awaited the in- 
crease in value, which he believed would come with the 
completion of the subway which was to be built through 
New York up to this point. Within six years rapid transi 
trains were running within a thousand feet of his lot and 
new population pouring in enabled him to sell for $12,600. 


To-day it is Brooklyn’s turn. Our city officials have 
voted for the construction of a subway into Manhattan 
to be connected with the elevated lines of the Brooklyn 
company. To-day we are offering Brooklyn lots, within 
2,500 feet of one of the subway routes approved by the 
Public Service Commission, as low as $890—$10 down 
and $7 per month. While your profit will probably not 
equal the exceptional one above quoted, we feel sure it 
will be ample to satisfy you. 


Will you share in the wave of profit-taking that will 
follow the spending of Two Hundred Million Dollars 
on subways? Will you buy a Brooklyn lot to-day while 
the price is $890 and benefit through the growth of a 
city that is normally adding 150,000 people yearly ? 


A postal-card will bring you valuable information 
regarding the marvelous growth of New York. You 
have absolutely nothing to lose by writing at once. 
Remember our offer carries with it free deed or return 
of money in case of death, free round-trip railroad fare 
to New York (not exceeding $36.00), and a return of 
every dollar you have paid us, if upon the inspection of 
your purchase within one year you are in any respect 
dissatisfied. If you desire a guarantee for subway con- 
struction we will give you that for one-half your profits 


Wood, Harmon & Co. 


Dept. J I 261 Broadway, New York 





Our References 


Money Back 
If Not Satisfied 


Bradstreet’s and Dun’s rate us higher than 




















any real estate concern in the World. For 
further information, apply to any commercial 
agency, bank, trust company, or to any of the 
prominent magazines of the country, and you 
can secure complete information as to our finan- 
cial standing and reputation. 


Detach and Mail to Us 


Please send, without expense or obligation 
to me, particulars of your 


SUBWAY LOTS IN NEW YORK CITY 


Oe ORE R EERE EEE EE EEE SEES EEE EES ES EEE SESE EEE ES EEE SEES EES 





Come to New York at any time 
within a year after you purchase ; 
visit our properties; keep what you 
have if you think it is the best bar- 
gain in our $10,000,000 holdings; 
change to any other lot if you will, 
or go to our cashier’s desk and get 
back every dollar you have paid us. 
It is all the same to us. We would 
prefer to have you a good friend 
and not a customer, rather than a 
customer and not a good friend. 
But a decision is required at the 
time of examination of property, 
and the offer extends only to those 
who visit New York within said 
year. In other words, we do not 
give options. We do give you 
twelve months to examine your 
property and get your money back 
f you are not satisfied. 


Our ‘‘ money back”’ and “ free trans- 
portation” offers are both limited to 
12 months from date of purchase. 

















